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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

Psalm 151”D” (David… .MacLean)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

NEXT WEEK, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24: Annual Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting 

NEXT WEEK, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25: 7th Annual Turkey Bowl

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, November 24th

D. READ: Revelation 22:6-21

E. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

  II. THE HISTORY OF INTERPRETATION
Lk.24; Rev.13:18; 17:9; 

A. EARLY CHURCH

1. Asia, early 2nd century: Justin, Irenaeus: earthly, millennial kingdom in Jerusalem; Roman empire as referent for beasts, Babylon

2. Alexandria, late 2nd century: heavenly, spiritual kingdom (allegorical method; Clement, Origen); e.g., sealed scroll=only Christ can give us understanding of the Scriptures (Lk.24:45); seven heads of the Dragon are the seven deadly sins; ten horns are antithesis of ten commandments

B. EAST & WEST

1. Latin (west)

a. first 3 centuries;: similar to Asia; Tertullian-Babylon=Rome; Beast=Antichrist; resurrection of body into earthly kingdom albeit of different order; not press details for chronological order of events; Victorinus: earthly millennial kingdom; Nero Redividus; recapitulation (parallelism) vs. continuous 

b. 4th century: Tyconius (see Alexandria)-mystical, excluding any historical fulfillments; particular to universal (subjective); e.g., Jerusalem-Church; Babylon-world; no reference to opposition of Roman empire (now Christian!); followers: Augustine

2. Greek (east): Andreas (see Alexandria)-threefold sense: literal (Babylon=World; seven kings: 6, Rome, 7, Constantinople), figurative (millennium=current reign of Christ); spiritual (see Alexandria); Note: movement toward later approach of anticipations of the course of history in Revelation

C. MEDIEVAL & REFORMATION

1. Berengaud (9th c.): combines mystical and historical; i.e., covers the whole course of human events

a. seals 1-6 = history of world from Adam to fall of Jerusalem

b. trumpets 1-6 = preaching of word from patriarches to Christian martyrs

c. ten horns = successive incursions of barbarians which broke up the Roman empire

d. millennium = ascension to coming

e. first resurrection = condition of believers in present earthly life (i.e., conversion; see Eph.2:1f)

2. Joachim of Flora (13th c.)

a. correspondences between R. and the events and expectations of 13th c. Western Europe

b. Beast = Islam, wounded to death by Crusades

c. False Prophet = heretical sects

d. Babylon = Rome; not pagan, but worldly, sinful

e. Beast’s 7 heads: 5=Emperor Frederick I;  6=Saladin; 7=Antichrist

f. earthly millennium after Antichrist destroyed = perfect monasticism

3. Franciscans: Antichrist is false pope; reformers apply to Pope or papacy (see Reformation; e.g., WCF)

4. Nicolas of Lyra (14th c.)

a. course of events from Domitian to 14th c.

b. millennium began with founding (13th c.) of Mendicant (begging) orders which bound Satan 

5. Reformation 

a. with Augustine? (Alexandria, Tyconius): symbolic, non-historical

b. from Joachim-Franciscans: anti-papal reformers

6. Counter-Reformation 

a. Francis Ribeira (17th c., Jesuit): only near and final events; not intermediate (i.e., Pope not antichrist)

b. Alcasar (17th c., Jesuit): (1) chps.4-11, conflict with Judaism; (2) chps.12-19, conflict with paganism; (3) chps.20-22, present triumph and predominance of the Catholic church

c. note: both partisan, but approached from perspective of writer vs. of reader
D. MODERN ERA

1. 17th & 18th Centuries

a. Sir Isaac Newton and William Whiston (mathematicians): minute fulfillments, Domitian to their present

b. Grotius and Hammond: R. refers to past events

c. Bossuet: (1) chps.5-19, persecution; (2) chps.20:1-10, triumph of the Church; (3) chps.20:11-22:13, final conflict and victory

d. Eichorn: drama, acts and scenes of the progress and victory of the Christian faith

2. 19th century

a. revisions of historical view: include French Revolution (e.g., Beast-Antichrist = Napolean)

b. reaction against historical in development of only near and far (see Ribeira, 5,c)

c. Auberlen: philosophy of history with historical examples of principle

d. source criticism (Germany): Jewish apocalyptic = first-century eschatology (i.e., mere historical interest)

3. 20th century (see Approaches below)

a. dispensationalistic futurism clearly dominates popular understanding with historicist (“fulfillment today”; i.e., the future is now) tendencies

b. preterism and idealism grows in popularity somewhat

III. THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES
see Pate, Four Views, p.18 - definition-distinction; origin: historical, theological; time frame; structure of book; philosophy of history 

INTRODUCTION: SUMMARY

1. Preterist: 
PAST history

2. Historicist: 
PRESENT history

3. Futurist: 

FUTURE history

4. Idealist: 

SUPER history

A. PRETERIST (PAST HISTORY)

1. focus: the fall of Jerusalem (70AD; Babylon=Jerusalem) and/or the fall of Rome (476AD; Babylon=Rome)

a. history: Jewish persecution into liability to pagan persecution, esp. with imperial cult in Asia minor

b. theology: radical re-orientation of redemptive history after Christ (e.g., world vs. Temple-Jerusalem)

2. origins or affinities

a. historical: Alcasar (17th c., Jesuit)

b. theological: postmillennialism (progress of Gospel in preparation for Christ’s return; see 2Pt.3:11,12)

3. adherents: scholars (historical trend), Christian Reconstructionists

4. writers: Milton Terry; Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.; David Chilton 

5. timing: fall of Jerusalem, 70AD

a. allusions to Nero (6:2; 13:1f; 17:1f)

b. churches: rift with Judaism (chps.2,3)

c. temple still standing (chp.11)

6. outline (by chapters)

(1) John’s Vision of Risen Jesus

(2,3) Situation of Early Jewish Christianity

(4,5) The Heavenly Scene of Christ’s Reign

(6-18) Judgments on Jerusalem (in parallel)

(19) Coming of Christ to Complete Judgment of Jerusalem

(20-22) Christ’s Rule on Earth

7. philosophy of history: Divine intervention against His stubborn people (see Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel)

8. evaluation

a. strengths: deals seriously with historical situation of writing

b. weaknesses: limits the book to this situation when evidence seems to take us also beyond it to something final and complete; universal and eternal

B. HISTORICIST (PRESENT HISTORY)

1. focus: the whole series of events between the first and second comings; usually up to the time of the commentator (i.e., very subjective)

2. origin or affinity: medieval interpreters

3. adherents: Reformers (Beast = pope-papacy; see WCF; yet, not much work on Revelation?)

4. structure: seal-trumpets-bowls = successive events in straight chronological order, from Christ to present; Coming is imminent

5. evaluation

a. strengths: endeavor to apply the book to contemporary readers

b. weaknesses: inadequate attention to the original historical situation of John and the churches; also virtually ignore applications to other times and places (i.e., other than Western church history)

C. FUTURIST (FUTURE HISTORY)

1. focus: the events immediately connected to the second coming

2. origins or affinities

a. historically: early church millennialism; J.N.Darby (late 19th c.)

b. theologically

(1) Scofield’s developments (8 well-defined periods of testing/failure)

(2) Ryrie

(a) Reformed soteriological correction (i.e., always by grace through faith, versus by works)

(b) focus change: from dispensations to literalism
3. adherents: dispensationalists, masses (the most popular approach)

4. writers: John Walvoord; Hal Lindsay, Dwight Pentecost

5. general order of events

a. Israel restored to its land (immediately prior to events of 4:1-22:5; therefore, enthusiasm for 1948)

b. church’s rapture into heaven (pre-trib)

c. seven year tribulation 

d. antichrist’s reign

e. assembly of evil nations against Jerusalem

f. Christ comes, defeats assembled nations

g. Christ’s millennial reign on earth

h. Satan’s final rebellion, gathering unbelievers of world vs. Christ and believers

i. Christ’s eternal reign with saints in new creation

6. two kinds of futurism

a. CLASSICAL dispensational futurism

1) Israel vs. Church

2) premillenialism

3) pretribulation rapture (see 4:1; variations: mid-trib; post-trib) 

4). structure: Rev.1:19-(1) saw (past,chp.1); (2) are (present, chp.2,3); (3) after (future, chps.4:1-22:5)) 

5). philosophy of history: worse and worse until Christ comes

b. MODIFIED (“PROGRESSIVE”) dispensational futurism (“now & not yet”; see G.Vos, “overlap”; see recent sermon on Biblical View of Time)

1) “millennial reign” already begun in heaven (see Acts 2:22f) BUT Christ will also establish it on earth (see a,2 above) AND the church will not go through the Great Tribulation (see a,3 above; BUT some modifieds reject rapture idea) 

2) Israel=Church (i.e., continuity; see Rom.11; Eph.2:11f); BUT Israel as a nation will be restored to God in future (i.e., repentance and faith in Christ; see Rom.11; see a,1 above) 

3) new covenant is beginning to be fulfilled in the church (e.g., outpoured fullness of the Holy Spirit; see 2Cor.3:1f; Hebrews) 

4) Gentiles coming to worship God is begun (Rom.15:7f) 

5) structure

(a) some: Rev.1:19- saw = (1) are (present, chps.1-5); (2) after (future, chps.6-22) 

(b) some: (1) 4:1-8:1; resurrection to end; (2) 8:2-22:5; at end

(c) some: STB (seals-trumpets-bowls)=parallel vs. chronological, but exclusively future

6) philosophy of history: better (already begun) and worse (not yet completed) until Christ comes

7. evaluation:

a. strengths: deals seriously with theme of full and final intervention of God

b. weaknesses: does not deal seriously enough with the symbolic character of the book (i.e., literalism); rapture idea contradicts the clear theme of repentance and perseverance through trial

D. IDEALIST (SUPER-HISTORY)

1. focus: the heavenly realities that effect various earthly events with a view to the conformity of earth to heaven (i.e., the coming of the kingdom; see Mt.6:10; Rev.21:2f)

2. origin

a. historically: Alexandria (affinity vs. origin?; i.e., O.T. symbolism vs. Hellenistic idealism)

b. theologically: O.T. apocalyptic

3. adherents: liberals, refugees from other approaches

4. writers: Beale (NICGNT); see Minear, Fiorenza

5. themes

a. call to repentance and perseverance

b. promise of final judgment of all things against evil and for righteousness

c. encouraging and comforting vision of Christ now on throne and to come

d. reminder that God, in Christ, is the Lord of all creation and all history (see Daniel)

6. principle: aversion to assigning an historical reference where not clearly provided by heavenly mediator

7. structure: chiastic with key to interpretation in middle (e.g., 10:1-15:4; see Fiorenza, Beale)

8. philosophy of history: Sovereign Providence in inscrutable patience, sustaining grace and periodic interventions of judgment in anticipation of a full and final intervention of judgment in the personal coming of Christ

9. evaluation

a. strengths: deals seriously with the symbolic character of the book; exegetical restraint
b. weakness: does not deal seriously enough with the temporal connection to heavenly visions (see OT; e.g., Dan.8; Ezk.8-11) and the non-symbolic contexts of the second coming (e.g., Jn.14:1f); theological indulgence (e.g., Minear, Fiorenza)

E. OUR VIEW (i.e., the right view!)

1. symbolic nature determines approach (vs. “literalistic-ism” of futurists)

2. symbols interpreted by original context as used by John only as far this method illumines (i.e., OT; NT; vs. questionable assignments of meaning by preterists, historicists and futurists and highly questionable applications by some radical idealists)

3. close connection between the beginning of the end (70AD) and the end of the end (Second Coming)  

a. See Mk.13: “The Little Apocalypse” (13:1-13 & 28-31 and 13:24-27 & 32-37) 

get copy of text from series on Mark

b. also compare Sennacherib with Man of Lawlessness; Is.36-38 and 2Th.2) 

4. see quotations from Swete, Mounce and Beale

IV. PRAYER

Mark Goerner: CNY campus ministry (no; had to be a member of one of the sponsoring denominations)

READ THROUGH The Book of Revelation 

KEEP A LIST of your observations & questions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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