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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

November 17: 
The Major Interpretive Approaches to The Revelation

November 24: 
Annual Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting (1Th.5:16-18; Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.)

November 17: 
The Major Interpretive Approaches to The Revelation

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, November 24th

D. READ: Revelation 2:18-29

E. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

INTRODUCTION

A. REVIEW: SYMBOLS (INCLUDING NUMBERS) ARE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT (see 11/3/99 study and 11/7/99 sermon)

B. PREVIEW: OTHER MORE GENERAL & MORE SPECIFIC USES OF THE O.T. 

C. STATISTICS

1. more than any other NT book

2. 278 out of 404 verses (Swete, pg. cxl; other counts range from 195-1000!)

3. each major division: Law, Prophets & Psalms (see Lk.24:44) 

4. most of the books: Pentateuch, Judges, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, Psalms Proverbs, Song of Solomon, Job, all major and seven (!) minor prophets.

5. more than half of references  are from Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel (Swete, pg.cliii; “(the) four books… which most abound in mystical and apocalyptic elements.”; What is the heavenly-eschatological hymnbook?)

6. most references in proportion to size: Daniel

7. most influential on book as a whole: Daniel and Ezekiel

  I. FORM OF REFERENCE: ALLUSION (INDIRECT)

A. TEXT: OWN TRANSLATION MORE OR LESS INFLUENCED BY HEBREW AND/OR GREEK WITH MODIFICATIONS AND/OR COMBINATIONS OF THESE INFLUENCES.

B. NO INTRODUCTORY FORMULAS (e.g.; Acts 2:16,25,30,31,34)

C. NO DIRECT OR SUBSTANTIAL QUOTATIONS

D. DEGREE OF DIRECTNESS

 (Beale, 78)

1. clear allusion: more direct, more certain reference; wording almost identical to OT reference; common usage between source and Revelation; unlikely to be from anywhere else

2. probable allusion: less direct, less certain reference; wording only similar but with wording and/or ideas that are “uniquely traceable” to a particular OT reference/s

3. possible allusion: indirect, uncertain reference; wording only very generally similar, merely brings words or ideas to the minds of the readers

4. warning: resist temptation to find references where none are really evident

E. COMBINED ALLUSIONS

1. most allusions have elements from various OT references (e.g.; 1:12-20; 4:1-11; 13:1-8)

DO THIS? - see marginal references

2. each “cluster” usually has a common denominator: e.g., Rev.4:2-9

a. 4:2  – Is.6:1; 1Kngs.22:19

b. 4:3f – Ezek.1:28

c. 4:5a – Ezek.1:13; Ex.19:16

d. 4:5b – Ezk.1;13; Zech.4:2,6

e. 4:6a – Ezk.1:22

f. 4:6b – Ezk.1:5,18

g. 4:7  – Ezk.1:10

h. 4:8a – Is.6:2

i. 4:8b – Is.6:3

j. 4:9  – Is.6:1

3. The common denominator is: ________________________________

Beale,80; description of theophanies that function as introductory sections to announcements of judgment on Israel or the nations

II. RELEVANCE OF ORIGINAL CONTEXT
neither commentary nor disregard; faithful, applied use; progressive revelation

A. JOHN THE PROPHET (1:3//22:7; see 1:10; 4:1; 17:3; 21:10; see 22:18,19 (Dt.4:2); see Dt.13:1f; Acts 17:11; see Mt.13:17; Eph.3:5; 1Pt.1:10-12)

in the line of the prophets; progressive revelation; see 1:3//22:7; see Dt.13:1f; Acts 17:11; see Acts, Paul’s letters, Hebrews); see in Spirit 1:10; 4:1; 17:3; 21:10)

progressive revelation: continuity and progress (Eph.3)

B. WELL-INSTRUCTED READERS (see 2:9; 3:9; see Acts 17:10-12; 18:24-28; see Acts 2:42; 6:2,4,7; (NT letters!); see Eph.4:11,12; 1Tm.4:13-16; 2Tim.2:2,15; 3:16,17; 4:2; see Rev.1:3; Col.4:16; 1Th.5:27)

assoc. with synagogue; not illiterate pagans

1:3,etc.: read more than once!!!

a literate society; including slaves

C. OVERWHELMING O.T. CHARACTER OF THE BOOK CREATES A PRESUMPTION OF INTENTIONAL REFERENCE WITH SUBSTANTIAL PURPOSE

D. FAITHFUL USE VS. SIMPLE COMMENTARY

true to original context and appropriate to describe what he saw

uses the reference to describe what he saw; i.e., as similar to what previous prophets saw

1. common denominator is: ______________________

a. Ezk.43:2 – Rev.1:15

b. Ezk.43:2b – Rev.18;1

c. Dan.10-12 – Rev.10:1-6

d. Ezk.37:3 – Rev.7:14

e. Is.6; Ezk.1 – Rev.4:8a

common denominator: heavenly beings at God service; attending/dispatched (Heb.1)

2. Is.22:22 – Rev.3:7 (see chps.1-5)

E. VARIOUS KINDS OF CONTEXT: LITERARY(BOOK), HISTORICAL(TIME), *THEMATIC(DOCTRINE; usually this in Revelation)

III. KINDS OF USES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
A. BROAD STRUCTURAL-CONCEPTUAL USE

1. Daniel

a. controlling images: Dan.2,7 in Rev.1; 4,5; 13

B,80; theophany-judgment Dan.7:9-13 on Rev.4,5

b. basic structure: Dan.2:28,29 in Rev.1:1; 1;19; 4:1; 22:6)

2. Ezekiel

a.dominant influence in at least 12 major sections (Rev.(1); 4&5; 6:1-8; 6;12-7;1; 7:2-8; 8:1-5; 14:6-12; 17:1-6; 18:9-24; 20:7-10; 21:22; Goulder in Beale,87: uses in Revelation follow same order as in Ezekiel, therefore also on structure)

Ezk.1-3, 8-11

b. Ezk.37-48 in Rev.20-22

3. Exodus plagues (Ex.7-12): in trumpets (8:6-12) and bowls (16:1-9); see Amos 8-10

4. two primary uses

a. future, sometimes imminent eschatological fulfillment understood and predicted (see chps.13 & 17)

b. past & present eschatological fulfillment is understood (see chps. 1; 4&5)

c. note: oscillation between OT prototypes as means/objects of interpretation (i.e., OT interprets NT/NT interprets OT)

B. THEMATIC USE

1. abomination of desolation (Daniel)

2. the day of the Lord

3. end-time judgment and salvation (many subcategories; e.g., protection of God’s people in midst of wrath)

4. divine warrior

5. holy war (Rev.4-22; also present in 1-3)

6. earthquake; other “natural disaster” scenarios

7. covenant form (Rev.2,3)

8. songs (e.g., Ex.15; Is.40-55 summary, interpretive conclusions to subsections; e.g. Is.48:20ff; 52:9, etc.; see Dt.31:30f; see Rev.4;11; 5:13ff; 7:9-12; 11:15-18; 19:1-8; i.e., “choruses”; see doxologies at the end of each book of the Psalms and of whole Psalter; i.e., Ps.1500

C. ANALOGICAL USE (APPLIED)

1. the most common kind of use

2. creative changes in application: expansions, condensations, supplementations, etc.)

3. applied to different historical situations

4. purpose of use: key idea is carried over in application (essential association, continuity)

5. example: Rev.12:9; 20:2 (see Jn.8:44)

6. theological conviction underlying continuity: the God of heaven; the Most High God; the Alpha & Omega (Rev.4:2; Dan.2:19f; 4:2,etc.; see Rev.1:8)

7. samples (see photocopy of Beale)

8. universalization (see Jn.10:16; Eph.2:11ff; Rom.9-11; e.g. Ex.20 & Eph.6:4)

a. Ex.19:6 – Rev.1:6; 5:10

b. Dan.7:14 – Rev.5:9

c. Zech.12:10 – Rev.1:7 (see Jn.19:31-37)

d. Ex.8-12 – Rev.8:6-12; 16:1-14

e. Dan.1:12 – Rev.2:10

f. Dan.7:25; 12:7 – Rev.11:9,11

g. Dan.4:30 – Rev.17:5-8; 18:24

h. primary reason: see Rev.1:5; 5:9,10)

D. INDIRECT FULFILLMENT USE

1. no formal proofs of fulfillment (e.g., Mt.4:14f)

2. Rev.1:1 (see Dan.2:28,29;45)

3. Rev.1:3 (see Mk.1:15; Mt.26:45)

4. Rev.22:10 (see Dan.12:4,9; see Rev.1:1 =22:6)

5. Rev.1:13,14 (see Dan.7:13); see Rev.1:7

6. Rev.2:26,27 (see Ps.2:7)

7. exclusively future fulfillment

a. Ps.2:1 – Rev.11:18

b. Ps.2:8 – Rev.12:5; 19:15

c. Is.25:8 – Rev.21:4

d. Is.65:17; 66:22 – Rev.21:1

e. Ezk.47:1,12 – Rev.22:1,2

E. INVERTED (IRONIC) USE

1. Is.43:4; 45:14; 49:23; 60:14 - Rev.3:9

2. Dan.7:14 – Rev.5:9

3. Dan.7:21 – Rev.12:7,8 (see Jer.50:15; Ps.137:8; Rev.18:6)

F. STYLISTIC USE

1. a general biblical way of saying things 

2. evident in grammatical “howlers”: Semitisms and Septuagintalisms

3. examples: as we go

G. USE OF N.T.

1. Mt.13:9, etc.; Rev.2:7, etc. (see Ezk.3:27!)

2. Mt.24:43 – Rev.3:3

3. Mt.10:32 – Rev.3:5

4. Mt.26:52 – Rev.13:10

5. Jn.4:10 – Rev.21:6

6. see Rev.2:17; 3:14,17,21; 12:10; 17;14; 19:9

7. Col.1:18 - Rev.1:5

8. Col.1:15 – Rev.3:14

9. Eph.2;19ff – Rev.3:12; 21:14

H. JEWISH APOCALYPTIC: NOTHING NOT BETTER EXPLAINED WITH REFERENCE TO O.T.

I. CONCLUSION

1. “the new in the old, concealed; the old in the new, revealed”

2. visions of same old heavenly realities as previous prophets from new perspective of the Lord’s humiliation and exaltation (see Mt.13:17; Eph.3:5; 1Pt.1:10-12)

J. PURPOSE: THE CONTEXT OF INTERPRETATION

significance: i.e., decoding book; since not always provided with picture

K. IMPORTANCE FOR INTERPRETATION: A GENERAL AND SUBSTANTIAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE O.T. (VS. MEMORIZE PARTICULAR TEXTS)

(instructive!; ie, read, read, read; study, study, study; memorization a consequence of understanding more than a means to understanding; see Heb.2:6)

III. PRAYER

Mark Goerner: CNY campus ministry?

READ THROUGH The Book of Revelation 

KEEP A LIST of your observations & questions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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