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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

October 27: 
The Literary Character of The Revelation (Genre)

November 3: 
The Interpretation of Symbolism in The Revelation

November 10: 
The Use of the Old Testament in The Revelation (and, perhaps, use of other literature)

November 17: 
The Major Interpretive Approaches to The Revelation

November 24: 
Annual Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting (1Th.5:16-18; Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.)

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, November 24th

D. READ: Revelation 1

E. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

 II. THE AUTHOR
A. JOHN THE APOSTLE

1. early testimony: Justin, Irenaeus, Clement, Origen, Tertullian

2. John vs. John, the apostle (1:1,4,9; 22:8; see Jn.14:22; see Gal.1:1; 2Cor.12:1f)

apparently very well known, not needing further ID; if not John the apostle, would need to clarify; eg. Jn.14:22; John not have problems that Paul did in defending his apostleship

3. Comparison with Gospel and Letters

a. “Boanerges” (Mk.3;17; see Revb.4:5,etc.)

b. themes: truth, witness, victory; to keep the commandments

c. images: waters, springs, shepherd, temple-less, manna

note: climax of book is new creation without a temple; is this a reflection/anticipation of destruction of Jerusalem; not a prediction of its destruction but of the church without a temple; Christ predicts destruction, Mk.13

d. Logos (Word), Lamb

e. same love of antithesis: light/dark; truth/falsehood; God/Satan; 7eternal(( +1)/7terminal

f. same variation from Greek version of Zech.12:10 (Jn.19:37; Rev.1:7)

g. symbolical use of the number seven (Gospel:, 7 day start, 7 signs, 7 day end; unique to John)

Guthrie, 937

4. apparently clumsy Greek is actually the intentional influence of good Hebrew (OT)

B. JOHN THE ELDER

1. doubting Dionysius (the Great; Alexandria, d. c.264)

2. doubts fueled by speculation; misunderstanding of “bad Greek”

3. evidence of the existence of JE is a traveler’s tale of two tombs for “John” in Ephesus (even Dionysius was tentative in his suggestion of JE as author)

C. JOHN THE PSEUDONYMOUS

1. in own name, fully persuaded of inspiration (22:9; see 10:10; 1:1,11,19; 22:6-8,18f; i.e., as a heavenly prophet vs. earthly eyewitness; i.e., John the Apostle as prophet)

III. THE LITERARY CHARCTER (GENRE)
INTRODUCTION: A MIXTURE OF LITERARY TYPES

1. “a prophecy cast in an apocalyptic mold and written down in a letter form” 

(numbers and emphases added; from Carson, et.al., in Beale, p.39; 

2. “epistolary form… apocalyptic-prophetic style (Beale, p.38; emphasis added)

A. LETTER (= epistle)

1. epistolary introduction and conclusion (1:4,5 & 22:21; see Paul’s letters)

2. series of letters to the churches (chps.2,3)

3. importance: the book, as a whole, is presented as a letter! (note: signs serve words; Heb.2:4; Ex.4:1,28)

4. significance: evident purpose is to address current needs of contemporary churches from the present and future benefits of Christ (see John’s letters; Paul’s letters; e.g., 1,2 Thessalonians!; e.g., 1Th.5:1f; walk in the light of that day; 2Pt.3:14f; see Eph.4:1f; 5:1f)

Beale, 39

B. PROPHECY 
throne//thus says the Lord; see 2Tim.3; 2Pt.1

1. explicit declaration (1:3; 10:11; 22:6-10; 18,19)

2. essential character (1:1; 22:6; see Jer.1:9; 2Pt.1:20,21; see Rev.10:9 & Ezk.2:8f)

3. characteristic elements

a. authorization: call, commission (Rev.1; see Ezk.1-3 (cmpr.3:17; 33:2 (watchman); see Rev.1&10?); Is.6; Jer.1)

b. content: words & signs (Rev.2,3; 4-22; see Heb.1:1; e.g.; Ezk., Dan., Zech.; Ps.2,110!)

c. message: call to repentance; judgment/salvation accordingly (see Ezk., Jer.; prophets in genrl)

C. APOCALYPTIC

1. explicit declaration (1:1; see Dan.2:19,22; see Rev.1:1; 22:6)

1:1; 22;6; ie. “to show”

2. definition: revelation (apokaluyij; Rev.1:1; see Mt.16:17; 1Pt.1:10-12; 1Cor.2:6-16)

a. what could not otherwise be known (see Mt.16:17; 1Pt.1:10-12; 1Cor.2:6-16)

b. much of which is still not fully comprehended (Rev.10:4; see Dan.7:28; 8:27; Dan.12:4,8,9,13; see 3,10 & 5:11,12)

3. useful descriptions

“‘Apocalypse’ is a genre of revelatory literature with a narrative framework, in which a revelation is mediated by an otherworldly being to a human recipient, disclosing a transcendent reality which is both temporal, insofar as it envisages eschatological salvation and spatial insofar as it involves another, supernatural world.”(emphases added; Collins 1979,9; Society of Biblical Literature Genres Project as cited in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, IVP, 1992, p.17); (Beale, NIGTC, p. lxxix; suggests to add to above from Hellholm) “intended for a group in crisis with the purpose of exhortation and/or consolation by means of divine authority” (emphasis added; crisis; e.g., Dan, Ezk., Zech.; Is.)

“A group of writings concerned with the renewal of faith and the reordering of life on a the basis of a vision of a prototypical heavenly order revealed to a religious community through a seer.  The author tends to relativize the significance of existing realities by depicting how they are about to be superseded by God’s universal reign in an eschatological event that can neither be hastened nor thwarted by human efforts, but which will unfold, true to an eternal plan, as the result of divine action.”  (emphases added; Old Testament Apocalyptic by Paul D. Hanson, Abingdon, 1987, p.27,28)

“In fact, many scholars despair of defining the term at all and resort instead to listing the characteristics that they feel apply most closely to apocalyptic as a religio-philosophical worldview and to apocalypse as a literary genre reflecting that worldview  (emphases added; “A Holistic Typology of Prophecy and Apocalyptic” by Ronald Youngblood, chapter 15 in Israel’s Apostasy and Restoration by Gileadi, Baker; pg.213)

“We can thus characterize apocalyptic writings as literature that applies the tenets of classical biblical faith to situations of crisis.” (emphases added; Old Testament Apocalyptic by Paul D. Hanson, Abingdon, 1987, p.133)

“… a working definition of Hebrew apocalyptic: it consists of one or more emphases within and developments of the eschatological aspects of Israel’s prophetic movement.” (emphases added, “A Holistic Typology of Prophecy and Apocalyptic” by Ronald Youngblood, chapter 15 in Israel’s Apostasy and Restoration by Gileadi, Baker; pg.214)

4. characterisitics: biblical “sci-fi”

FURTHER!!!!! see Aune, p.lxxxii and foll. for much more on this

a. visions of heaven (Rev.4:1; 6:9; 8:1; 9:1; etc.; 19:11; Ezk.1:1; 8:3; Dan.7:2,13; Zech.1:11; 2:13; 3:1f; see Heb.8:5; 9:23,24; 11:10,16; see Mt.6:10)

ultimate reality; final reality;i.e. eschatology

b. heavenly expositor (Rev.1:10f; see Ezk.1:26f; Dan.7:16f; 8:15f; 9:21f; 10:5f; Zech.1:9)

c. earthly events (Rev.2:1f; 4:1f; Ezk.8:3f; 11:15f; Dan.7:17f; 8:19f; 9:24f; 11:2f; Zech.1:12f; 3:8f; 4:6f; 6:12f)

d. the decrees of God (Rev.5:1f&6:1f; 8:2,6f(10:7); 15:1f; 16:1f(17); see 1Cor.2:7; Dan.8:19; 9:24,26,27; 11:36; 12:4,9)

seals, trumpets; bowls; Dan.; determined9;26  ie, God is God (Dan.1-6&7-12)

e. near & distant events (Rev.2:1f & chps.21,22; Ezk.5:8f; 24:2; 33:21 & chps.38,39; Dan.8,10,11 & 7,9;see Mk.13:3-23; 28-31 & 24-27; 32-37)

Mk.13:3-23; 28-31 (near) & 24-27; 32-37 (distant); progressive parallelism

f. distinctives of Christian vs. Jewish apocalyptic: optimistic; not exclusively futuristic but already inaugurated through Christ’s death and resurrection (Beale,40 from Fiorenza)

also see Beale, p.42 from Koester

5. continuity: history, prophecy & apocalyptic (finished, future & final)

a. see Is.13-23 & 24-27; see Is.28-33; 34&35; 36&37

see Youngblood on Is.24-27; Gileadi, pg.217,18 & n.39,pg.221

b. see Dan.1-6 / (2,4) 8,10,11/ 7,12 (unnamed prophetic images = apocalyptic?)
c. “already & not yet” (e.g.-spirit & body; see Rom.8:23; 7:22,23)

d. end of time & beginning of eternity overlap (see 2Cor.5:17f; 2Pt.3:13f)

6. summary: heavenly things (see Jn.3:12; Heb.8:1f; 9:23; 11:16; 12:22,23)

7. purpose (see “crisis” in descriptions above)

a. for exiles (Rev.1:9; Ezk.1:1; chps.40-48 esp. w/Rev.21,22; Dan.1:1-7; 2:25; 5:13; 6:13; see Zech.1:3)

Jerusalem destroyed! including Zech; including John?!

b. for martyrs (Rev.2:7,10&11,13&17,26; 3:5,12,21; 6:9; 20:4; see Acts 7:55,56; see Dan.3,6)

all earthly hope gone for Stephen

c. for those who have nowhere to look, but up! (see Ps.27:10; 73:25)

(1) Dan.1-6 (word: history-prophecy) / 7-12 (signs: prophecy-apocalyptic) & Zech.1-6 (signs: prophecy-apocalyptic) / 7-12 (word: history-prophecy)

(2) DESTROYED Temple (586) - Dan.7:1(553); 8:1(551); 9:1(539); 10:1(547) || Ezk.40:1(572) || Zech.1:1(538); 7:1(536) Temple STARTED
apocalyptic directs our attention away from the failed and failing temporary things of our present life to the ultimate things of heaven; namely, the day of the Lord as the beginning of the new creation 

apocalyptic in Daniel was after temple destroyed (after 586); apocalyptic in Zechariah was before temple was rebuilt (before 

Dan.7;1 (553); 8:1 (551); 9:1 (539); 10:1 (547); Zech.1:1 (538); 7:1 (536; temple started that year)

(3) “the God of heaven”; Gen.24:3f; Ezra 1:2,etc.; Neh.1:4,etc.; Ps.136:26; Dan.2:19,etc.; Rev.11:13; 16:11)

this is the full list of this exact phrase: Gen. 24:3, Gen. 24:7, 2 Chr. 36:23, Ezr. 1:2, Ezr. 5:11, Ezr. 5:12, Ezr. 6:9, Ezr. 6:10, Ezr. 7:12, Ezr. 7:21, Ezr. 7:23, Neh. 1:4, Neh. 2:4, Neh. 2:20, Ps. 136:26, Dan. 2:18, Dan. 2:19, Dan. 2:37, Dan. 2:44, Rev. 11:13, Rev. 16:11

· “a usual function of apocalypses is hortatory: to console and exhort to endurance in faith” (Beale,p.40 from Hartmann)

· “intended to interpret present earthly circumstance in light of the supernatural world and of the future, and to influence both the understanding and the behavior of the audience by means of divine authority” (Collins, in Beale, p.41)

e. suggestion: against this general biblical background, the mere apocalyptic character of Revelation suggests that the Temple has already been destroyed (see Ezk.40-48 with Rev.21,22)

III. PRAYER

Read through The Book of Revelation and Keep a list of your observations & questions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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