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Bible Study Series: 1999-2000

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

The DATE of The Revelation 





 13 October 1999

  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

October 13: 
The Date of The Revelation

October 20: 
Monthly Prayer Meeting (see 1Jn.5:14,15; We study the Bible in order to pray faithfully.)

October 27: 
The Literary Character of The Revelation (Genre)

November 3: 
The Interpretation of Symbolism in The Revelation

November 10: 
The Use of the Old Testament in The Revelation (and, perhaps, use of other literature)

November 17: 
The Major Interpretive Approaches to The Revelation

November 24: 
Annual Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting (1Th.5:16-18; Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.)

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Next Week, Wednesday, October 20th 

D. READ: Revelation 1:9

E. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

  II. THE DATE OF WRITING OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

INTRODUCTION

1. Value: Many Elements of Historical Background & Context

2. Timeline: Caesars & Persecutions (photocopy; Eerdman’s Handbook to the History of Christianity, pg.52)

3. Map: The Seven Churches of Asia

A. AFTER DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM (late date; around 95A.D.; Domitian Caesar)

1. Emperor Worship & Persecution of Christians for this Reason

a. the imperial cult (see 13:4-8,15-16; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4)

1) Where else in the Bible do we see this kind of thing?

Dan.3; Mt.4; 2Th.2

b. claims to deity from Julius Caesar onward; uneven, increasing audacity; retain power

1) persecution for refusal to acknowledge by prayers, sacrifices; image when required to do so (Dan.3,6)

B,8n28; txt,p.11

2) nature of charge: disloyalty; “treason” or “adopting Jewish mode of life” (i.e., Christian as illegitimate Jewish sect)

3) punishments: economic, exile, execution

4) local enthusiasm in Asia vs. civil policy (imperial, city patron (Acts19:24f), trade guilds) 

a) provincial cult of Domitian at Ephesus with colossal statue (Rev.13; Dan.3); no such evidence in Asia pre-70AD

b) esp. Domitian onwards: culture in Asia minor expected public expressions of loyalty to the imperial cult; local civil authorities mandated; esp. at celebrations & festivals, parades (Dan.3!)

B,14

c) Asia network vs. center in Rome; i.e., seed in fertile soil (Rom.1:18f; 2Tm.4:3; 2Th.2:10)

b. Nero

1) persecuted Christians for the fire, not for failure to worship him (64AD)

2) Nero persecuted Christians in Rome; no evidence that in Asia also (comare Acts 18:2)

c. Domitian

1) greater disorder in culture & society; need for tighter grip on power

2) some excess re: deity due to flattery vs. own claims; laudatory forms; yet effects (Acts 12:22,23); worse than before & after, but not as bad as sometimes depicted

3)Christian “atheism” (non-idolatrous) used as excuse vs. aristocratic peers (e.g., killed Flavius Clemens, banished FC’s wife Domitilla)

4) inscriptional and numismatic evidence from Asia Minor re: Domitian’s claims

5) persecution testified to only by writers after his time

6) 1 Clement 1:1(96AD)-“sudden and repeated calamities and reverses”; ref.toDan.3

7) Eusebius and Tertullian mention major persecution under Domitian

d. Trajan: correspondence with Pliny, no policy, Christians not sought out (113AD)

1). mentions Christian apostasies around Domitian’s time; suggests persecution then

e. conclusions: situation fits later date better

1) progressive nature of deity claims & persecution argues later vs. earlier date (1:9)

2) chps.2,3: temptation: Jewish Christians to Judaism; Gentile Christians to paganism; fits better later vs. earlier

3) from local, occasional, unofficial to widespread, general, official (see 1:9; 2:13; (2:10; 3:10,11); 6:9; see 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; also 16:6; 20:4); argues later setting

2. The Condition of the Churches in Asia Minor

a. severity of problems suggests (not requires) an interval of time (i.e., Paul,60-John,90AD)

b. Laodicea, “wealthy”; devastating earthquake, 60-61AD; time for economic recovery

c. Smyrna: church perhaps not established until 60-64AD

d. all letters give impression of long-standing, well-established congregations

e. Nicolaitans (2:6&15; see Acts 6:15; 20:29f) seem to be well know to the readers, though not mentioned in rest of NT (e.g., Ephesians); argues for later

3. Relationship to Other NT Writings

a. parallels with Matthew (80-85AD) suggests later 

b. some with Luke

G,955

4. The Popular Belief of Nero’s Reappearance

a. Nero committed suicide in 68AD; popular belief said that he would return from the dead and lead a Parthian army against the Roman Empire.

b. John creatively adapts?

1) Rev.13: power and success of Roman Empire against God and the church

2) Rev.17: ultimate downfall of the empire

3) christological parody

a) 5:6 and 12:3, 13:1; 17:3; 17:7

b) 5:6 and 13:3,13

c) 5:6; 19:11f; 21:22f and 11:1f; 18:21; 19:19f; 20;10f (see 2Th.2:1f,8)

4) if so, argues for later date

5) this popular belief (at least in this form) prevailed after about 80AD; i.e., after “escape” idea was no longer viable (i.e., Nero had to be dead by this time)

5. External Evidence: Earliest Traditions

a. Irenaeus, Victorinus, Eusebius; possibly Clement of Alexandria, Origen

b. Irenaus: “…him who beheld the Apocalypse.  For it (the Apocalypse) was seen not very long ago, but almost in our day, toward the end of Domitian’s reign.”

c. rule of proof: external testimony overrules internal implications unless testimony is not credible

G,957; B,27

d. 666: Irenaeus not even consider its reference to Nero (i.e., early date) or any other emperor; Roman empire is beginning of fulfillment of fourth kingdom of Daniel 2&7 (i.e., “now and not yet”; overlap-beginning of last days, not end of last days)

B. BEFORE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM (early date; around 68A.D.; Nero Caesar)

1. Temple and Jerusalem (Rev.11:1,2)

a. assumes reference to Herod’s temple

b. but: symbolism of book, of chp.11 (see 3-7), depiction is of Ezekiel’s temple (Ezk.40-48); similarly for city (see below, Babylon)

2 The Seven Kings (Rev.17:9)

a. seven mountains = Rome; seven kings

b. every effort to identify the kings fails

c. seven: complete and final (i.e., terminal) opposition

B,24

1) figurative and telescopic use of Dan.7:4-7

2) Jewish writings understand Dan.7:4-7 in this way

3) sea beast monster used in OT for different wicked kingdoms spanning time

4) depiction of Antichrist figure (2Thes.2:6-8; 1Jn.2:18; see Dan.11)

3. 666 (Rev.13:18)

a. Hebrew numerical value of Nero(n) Caesar

1) but, readers know Hebrew? [also see “translated” in Jn.1:38,41,42; 9:7]

2) “Caesar Nero(n)” is arbitrary; many forms of name

3) many ways of numerical computation

4) better: 666 = numerical value in Hebrew of Greek word for “beast” [OR vs. 777; see christological parody above; i.e., Trinitarian parody?]

b. general use of numbers: figurative vs. specific historical (see 5:11; 7:4,9; 9:16; 20:8)

c. 13:9, hearing parallels 13:18, computing: i.e., spiritual discernment vs. physical hearing and mathematical computation; i.e., parabolic (Mt.13)

4. “Babylon” (Rev.14-18)

a. Babylon = Jerusalem and Revelation = prediction of destruction of Jerusalem due to Jewish rejection of Christ (see Ezekiel); i.e., early date

b. but Babylon never = Jerusalem before or after 70AD; Babylon = place of exile vs. place of apostasy (see, perhaps, 1Pt.5:13; 1:1)

c. and Babylon = Rome after 70AD since Rome destroyed Jerusalem like Babylon did (see Ezekiel);[yet Babylon in Revelation is seductress vs. destroyer; i.e., exile?]\

d. where Lord crucified; Sodom & Egypt – note introductory phrase (11:8)

B,25; ie,? crucified in the fallen world; i.e., the whole world vs. just Jerusalem; 

FURTHER HERE

e. “where” in Rev. always refers to spiritual or symbolic geography

f. high priest’s attire (18:16; see 17:4) but see king of Tyre (Ezek.27:12-24; 28;13)

5. Coming to Judge Jerusalem (i.e., 70AD; 1:7; Zech.12:10; Dan.7:13)

a. Zech.12 = Isreal’s salvation vs. destruction

b. “tribes of the earth” do not refer to Israel, but to the nations (see Gen.12:3; 28;14; Ps.72:17; Zech.14:17)

c. see 1:7, “every eye”

d. point: redemption of the nations vs. destruction of Jerusalem (see 5:9; 7:9)

C. CONCLUSION

probably after; cannot rule out before

out of historical situation into prophecy and apocalyptic? were, are, will be, the end

III. PRAYER
Read through The Book of Revelation and Keep a list of your observations & questions.

Prayer

EVANGELISM

Volunteer Clergy Chaplains (SUCO)

Brian & Marty Barrett (Brian)

Nate Smith 

Alberto Lima

HEALTH

Bev Powell: sinus, cataracts

Deb Standish’s dad: kidneys, heart

EMPLOYMENT

Clarence Powell: Atlanta

Gary Dahar: permanent, full-time

Jim Orr: paid internship; permanent, full time

permanent, full time: John O’B; Aaron S.; Frank S.

SCHOOL
FACILITY

UMC: adjustments; classrooms; ventilation

place of our own soon

our building committee: design, place, resources

Thompson Road (Ted Sivers)

Wesleyan building

New Covenant building

PRESBYTERY & SYNOD

Fulton (Kevin), New Hartford
RPTS renovations

COMMUNITY

elections

economy, taxes

NATION & WORLD

Taiwan: earthquake (Turkey, Greece)

recovery: tornados, floods, war 

Y2K: all preps

persecution: Sudan, China

OTHER

Prayer

1. Evangelism: opportunities, faithfulness and conversion

a. Kelly Vrooman (etc., children and family members)

b. SUCO: Pastoral Office Hours

2. Health

a. Leslie Goerner: surgery not necessary!

b. Art Kazulak (5/17)

c. John Caroccio: recent testing

d. Andrea Smiedy (tonsils)

e. Deb Standish’s dad: heart & kidney 

f. Bob Swan: knee operation (5/5)

g. Kit’s mom: recent tests were good

3. New/Better Employment

a. Clarence Powell, Aaron Standish, Chris Berardi, Gary Dahar, Dave Knoop

b. Currans: work here; house there

4. Facility

a. UMC move  & adjustment

b. Saturday night fellowship dinner

c. long term provisions: Utica St.(school district); Thompson Road (Ted Sivers, Inc.)

5. Other

a. Officers-Elect: interviews, ordinations/installations

b. Steve Williams: visiting mom in CA

c. Daniel George Goerner (Aaron & Heidi)

d. Mitzi, Sarah and family

6. Presbytery

a. Pastors: Rochester, NY; St.Lazare-Hudson, Quebec; Cambridge, MA, North Hills, PA

b. funding for spiritually strong, financially weak congregations (e.g., Rochester)

c. New Hartford: new officers

d. Fulton: Elder Plummer helping

e. Seminary Graduation: Mark Goerner, Phil Markert

f. Women’s Presbyterial

7. Synod

a. Seminary renovations: wisdom, resources (T/much already)

8. Community: economy, cities, county, schools, state

9. Nation

a. National Day of Prayer (Thursday)

b. violence (e.g., Littleton, Colorado) 

c. tornados in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas

10. World: 

a. Kosovo, Serbs, NATO, Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro

b. Africa; China

11. ________________________________________

12. ________________________________________

13. ________________________________________

14. ________________________________________

15. ________________________________________

16. ________________________________________

17. ________________________________________

18. ________________________________________

19. ________________________________________

20. ________________________________________

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read Mark 13 and all or part of Revelation

IV. PRAYER
A. ITEMS FOR PRAYER

1. URGENCIES

· John Caroccio: pneumonia! (please sign card!)

· Art Kazulak: heart surgery soon (work, family)

· Peter Howe: passed comprehensive exams!

· John O’Brien: intestinal problems

· Ed Purchla: T/ interviewtomorrow (Kit)

· Fulton: spiritual warfare

· Walton Visitation: Work Ready for Presbytery!

· Building Committee: 2/6 meeting

· Wht.Lk.Reunion:Rochester,2/12-14

· Carmella: Tasmania, 2/7

· OHS musical, 2/5,6

· Y2K preparations

· Clinton trial in the Senate

· T/ weather: rest from severity!

2. HEALTH
· Mary P., Patty M.: back problems, encouraged

· Jon Perrone: recovery

3. EVANGELISM

· faithfulness, conversions

· SUCO Bible Study (Kevin Plummer)

· Amaryllis Rivera (Jim Fanning)

4. THANKSGIVING

· new friends

· Ben, Brian Nodine

· Japanese students

· Kirk & Derek Mason

5. FACILITY

· Am.Leg.: offering same rent!

· 1st UMC: T-1/31; S/-2/14

· house across from MacLeans’

· property across from OHS (Utica St.)

6. EMPLOYMENT

· G. Dahar 

· Austins: T/S-Texas trip

7. COURTS

· New Hartford Organization (3/2/99)

· Synod’s Vow Committee (Kit, writing)

· Synod’s Book of Discipline Revision (Kit, writing)

8. __________________________________________

9. __________________________________________

10. __________________________________________

B. ELDERS LEADING IN PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read 2 Thessalonians 1-3

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Overall Tentative Teaching-Preaching Plans: 
· 1999-2000: Revelation (preview with review of Daniel? perhaps also Ezekiel? other related OT books? or intra?)
2. Genesis?  The Parables of our Lord?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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