The Little Book (10:7-11)








                            17 July 2000

The Reformed Presbyterian Church   P.O. Box 42   7111 Rt.104 West   Oswego, New York   13126-0042

(315) 343-7112     www.geocities.com/oswego-rpc     OswegoRPC@hotmail.com

Bible Study Series: 1999-2000

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

The Little Book (10:7-11)                                                                         28 June 2000

  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. NEXT STUDY: Revelation 11 on September 20 or 27, 2000 at “City Line RPC”(D.V. see Jms.4;15)

C. READ: Revelation 10

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE LITTLE BOOK (Rev.10:7-11)

A. INTRODUCTION & REVIEW
1. Locate 10:7-11 in its immediate and broad contexts.

trumpets (announcing judgment): interlude between 6th/7th; i.e., “selah”; meditation on whole (Beale) time leading up to 7th; see 6/7 seal; i.e., interlude = prior to first four judgments; i.e., seal to protect from these

2. Who/What are:

a. strong angel (note: attributes, vs.1-6)

b. the little book (see chp.5)

c. the stance of the strong angel

d. the seven thunders

e. the sealing (note: Dan.12:4f,9; 8:26)

f. the fact of the oath (note: Dan.12)

g. the point of this vision (1-7)

i.e., angel of the Lord-redeem People by destroying their enemies; e.g. Ex.3f(!); Is.37; Sennacherib

B. THE CONTENT OF THE OATH OF THE STRONG ANGEL (10:6b,7)

1. What is “the mystery of God”? (7)

a. Compare Dan.12:4-9 with Rev.10:4-7

Dan.12 = interpretive key

b. Contrast Dan.12:6,7 with Rev.6b,7 & 11:2,9,11; 12:6,14; 13:5

note: ABCBA; 42, 3.5, 1260, 3.5, 42

3.5 = in the day of the 7th trumpet; i.e. AT that appointed time; finished before, finished at; whatever!

c. (with b above) see Rev.1:1/1:19&4:1/22:6 with Dan.2:28,29,45

point of WHOLE book of Revelation: Daniel’s future has begun

d. Dan.12:7; see Dan.11:29-12:13 and Rev.11:1-14/15f

when things are at their very worst, then God will intervene and turn on head; see Is.37; 2Thes.2 SEE PHIL.2:5-8/9-11

e. What, then, is the mystery of God? (see 1Cor.2:7(6-8,2f); Eph.6:19)

Eph.6:19; the mystery of the gospel

see Mk.8:34-38; Rom.8:17,13; Col.3 win by persevering in faithfulness even to the point of death

 lose your life to save it (invest in Christ; TRUST!) LORD’S SUPPER!

death to sin is life (death to sin: 1) repentance; 2)? death at the hands of sinners?

eating this is bitter????

of God; i.e., who conceals/reveals

f. Compare 10:6b,7 & 6:11 (see Dan.12:7; Dt.32:40(34)

2. How did He evangelize His servants the prophets”? (7; see 14:6f)

14:6f; i.e., good news of salvation BY destruction of enemies

a. see Rom.16:25,26; Eph.6:19

b. see Mt.13:17; 1Pt.1:10f

c. Zech.1:6; 2Kngs.9:7, 17:13, Jer.7:25; 26:5; 29:19; 35:15; 44:4; Ezek. 38:17; Zech. 1:6 (see Rev.1:3; 22:6)

d. Give some examples of such OT references.

see Ps.2,110; Is.53; Jer.23,33; Zech.9; etc.,etc.,etc.)

Gen.3; 

C. THE LITTLE BOOK (10:7-11)

1. What have we already learned about the little book? (2,1f)

2. How is it similar to the book of chp.5?

Beale, p.527

a. 10:3; 5:5

b. 10:9(Ezk.2:8f) & 5:1 (Ezk.2:2:9,10) 

c. 10:1f; 5:1f (Ezk.1:26f)

i.e., strong angel, crying out

d. 10:10:8f; 5:7 (Ezk.2:8f)

e. 10:8,4; 4:1ff

f. 10:11; 5:9,10

3. In what ways is it different? 

a. What are the different foci in chp.5 and chp.10?

chp.5: about Who opens the book: God holds, Jesus takes; scene is in heaven; praise rises when book is opened

chp.10: about the book

b. 10:2,9; yet 8 (2//8; i.e., opened)

c. What is done with each book?

d. What is the result of the action taken with each book? (see 6:1f & 10:11; see 10:6,7 & 11:2,etc.)

opened the seals; prophesied again; i.e., the things leading up to the end; i.e., effecting/communicating the decrees of God

i.e.? John is speaking about the things that Christ is executing leading up to the end; i.e., speaking about THE OPENED book

4. Who does John hear from again? (8a, see 4; see 4:1f)

a. What did he say? (8b; see 2)  What is the significance of this action? (see 5:1f)

commission from authority

b. What did He say? (9; see Ezk.2:8f)  What is the significance of this? (11; see Ezk.3:1-3,10; see Jn.6:40&54; see “meditate”; Gen. 24:63, Jos. 1:8, Job 15:4, Ps. 1:2, Ps. 4:4, Ps. 19:14, Ps. 27:4, Ps. 49:3, Ps. 63:6, Ps. 77:6, Ps. 77:12, Ps. 104:34, Ps. 119:15, Ps. 119:23, Ps. 119:27, Ps. 119:48, Ps. 119:78, Ps. 119:97, Ps. 119:99, Ps. 119:148, Ps. 143:5, Ps. 145:5, Isa. 33:18)
c. What was the predicted and actual result of this action? (9,10; see Ezk.3:3,14(10); see Jer.15:16,17(6:10,11))

d. Why this result? 

1) Ezk.2:3f; 3:4f; see 3:18,20; see 3:27 with Rev.2:7f; 22:10,11

2) Rev.11:1-19

bitter-sweet

3) What is the structure of vs.9,10?  What may be the significance of this? (see Rev.11:11f,15f; Ezk.3:3; Ps.19:7f; 119:97f)

chiasm; inclusio: focus on sweet; i.e., final outcome; heart of the matter

i.e.; salvation (sweet) through suffering (bitter); follow Me (sweet) take up cross daily (bitter)

5. What is the significance of this re-commissioning? (10:11; see 1:11,19 (1:11f//Ezk.1-3); 4:1; see Ezk.33,34)

“again”; i.e., same thing in a different way; i.e., digested, deeper, out of further meditation

Jeremiah re-commissioned also?

Ezek.: watchman theme with call to repentance repeated from 3:17f

6. What is the significance of those addressed? (10:11; see 11:9; 17:15)

kings unique to here

7. What, then, is the content of the little book?

1. sweet salvation of the faithful by means of the bitter judgment against unfaithful persecutors

2. sweet salvation through bitter suffering = following Christ by taking up cross daily

APPENDIX #1: THIS PASSAGE UNDER THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES
1. Historicist: Reformation and Consequent Persecution (chps.10f)

2. Preterist: The Unspeakable End of the Jewish State (and/or Roman Empire; chps.10,13-19)
3. Futurist: Bitter Sorrows of the Future Tribulation (perhaps with special reference to those of the Jews)

4. Idealist: The Mysterious Certainty of Full and Final Judgment (chps.10-14)

· this is more my description than from the four views book

· book opened: i.e., all seals broken, i.e., nearing completion (therefore implying all trumpets and bowls) but before finish (seven thunders; seven bowls); given to eat; i.e., to “digest” these things, to understand them more thoroughly (Hendricksen: Deeper Spiritual Background) yet not to be communicated completely

· seven thunders = final cycle not revealed; seven bowls = final cycle revealed?; yet see Beale’s idea of Lev.27 with 4 fold sevens (seems remote)

APPENDIX #2: DISCUSSION
1. What applications to your life come to mind now after studying this passage? 

2. What aspect of this passage would you like to see focused on for the preaching and why?

III. PRAYER

· evangelism: greater faithfulness and many converts

· BST (Curran, Howe, Swartz); pre-evangelism activities (Plummer)

· property

· close on Friday with all arrangements in place

· preparations throughout July

· occupancy in August

· finances in general

· Jim & Valerie Orr: housing 

· Mella, Dr. Boice, Bev Powell

· graduations; commencement of next phase; esp. Kelsy, Carolyn, Steve

FOR THE SUMMER: Elder Visitation & Congregational Fellowship
REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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