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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE IN JUNE: BUILDING PREPARATION or BIBLE STUDY? (Revelation or evangelistic?)

C. READ: Revelation 8 & 9

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE SIXTH TRUMPET (Rev.9:13-21)

A. INTRODUCTION

1. How does the sixth trumpet: 

a. fit in with the rest of the trumpets?

4+3

b. parallel the sixth seal? (8:13; see 6:9f)

c. parallel the sixth bowl? (8:14; see 16:12f)

d. summarize these comparisons

answer to prayer in temporal, intermediate and anticipatory judgment=deliver faithful by destruction of stubbornly unrepentant and persecuting unfaithful

2. Compare 9:12 with 8:13 and 11:14

B. THE VOICE FROM THE ALTAR (9:13-16)

1. Where did the voice come from? (13)

a. What is the significance of this? (13)

1) 6:9f; 8:3f(2x); 11:1; 14:18; 16:7(note # of occasions!); see Heb.9:4; 4:13; Ps.141:2

2) see 1Kngs.1:50,51; 2:28-34 with Rev.14:8

Kings: take hold of the horns of the altar; i.e., power (to save)

b. What is the significance of “before God”? (13; 5:8; 7:15; 8:2,3,4; 11:4; note # of occasions!)

c. “four” probably not original; yet see Ex.30:1f.  What is the significance of this? (see Dan.6:10)

2. What did the voice say? (14)

a. Therefore, what does this trumpet announce? (13,14)

b. Compare 8:14 with 7:1-3 (see Zech.6:5; see Ezk.9; see Dan.10:13,20,21)

3. What is significant about: 

a. the number four (see 7:1)

b. the river Euphrates (see 16:12; Is.8:7; 27:12(Mic.7:12; Ps.72:8); Jer.46:2; 51:63; see Is.5:26; 7:18)

c. binding/loosing (14f; see 9:1; see 1:18; note passive voice)

d. the description of these four angels? (15; see chps.4,5)

i.e., the outworking of the eternal decrees of God

4. What is their commission? (15; see 3,4,5; 6:2,4,8)

a. What is their limit? (15; see 18,(20); see 8:7(2),8,9,10,11,12(5); 12:4)

note: all thirds in trumpets: seal, quarter; trumpets, third; bowls, all PROGRESSIVE parallelism

b. What is their number? (16; see 5:11; see 9:2,3; see Dan.7:10; see Lev.26:8; Dt.32:30;(33:2,17))

Beale, 509: singular and prefixed by limiting numerical adjective = uncountable 12 thousand

plural and not prefixed by numerical adjective = uncountable

C. THE APPEARANCE OF THE HORSES & THEIR RIDERS (9:17-19)

Ex.15:1,21 (inclusio?)

1. What is the nature of this description? (17,19; see 1:1)

likeness; see ws in 9;1f

2. How are the horses and riders described? (17-19)

a. bodies (17; see 14:10; 21:8; see 19:20; 20:10; also see Gen.19:24,28; Dt.29:23; 2Sam.22:9; (Ps.18:8) Is.34:9,10; Ezk.38:22; see 2Pt.3)

b. heads (18; see 9:8; 13:2; contrast 5:5; 4:7)

c. mouths (see 11:5; see 1:16(2:12,16); 19:15,21(Jn.12:48))

d. What are the relationships between these three things?

lion-serpent (vs. locust-scorpion): appearance of body//out of mouth; firey red, smokey blue, stinky yellow

3. How are the three things out of their mouths described? (18a; see Lev.26:21,25)

4. What does this say about how these things are to be interpreted, especially in light of the trumpets and bowls generally?

Exodus plagues: final hardening for final destruction and deliverance

5. What complementary authorization is given to these creatures? (19)

6. How is this connected with the previous trumpet? (19; see 3,10; see Job 1,2)

authority to do harm with tails, locust-scorpions; 

FURTHER: SPIRITUAL AGENTS  (5TH) IN PHYSICAL INSTRUMENTS (6TH) SEE JOB; ASSYRIA, BABYLON?

7. What is the particular significance of the association between scorpions and serpents? (19; see 12:9,3f; 20:2f; see Num.21:6; Dt.8:15; Prov.23:29f; Lk.10:17-19!; Mt.23:15f; Gen.3:1f & Jn.8:44)

8. What is striking about “the horse and his rider”? (see Ex.15:1f)

i.e., not touch the people of God

D. THE EFFECT OF THESE JUDGMENTS (9:20,21)

see Exodus plagues; i.e., Pharoah, Egypt GENERALLY unrepentant

1. Who are “the rest”? (20; see 15,18; see 8:7,etc.,etc.)

2. What is their response to these plagues? (20a,21a; see 16:8-11; see 6:16)

a. What is the structure of this response? (20,21; see 2:14,20; see 1Cor.10:7,8; see Mt.33:36f; Ex.20:1f)

b. What is the significance of “the works of their hands”? (20; see 2Chr.34:25; Ex.20:4,23)

c. What is the significance of idols? (20; see Ps.115,135; see 1Cor.10:19f)

d. Why the list of materials? (20; see Dt.29:17; Dan.5:4,23; Habb.2:19; see Ps.115; 135)

inanimate; dead

e. What is striking about the list in v.21? (see Ex.20)

3. What does this response remind you of? (see Ex.7:13; 8:15,etc.)

4. What, then, is the purpose of these judgments? (Ex.7:3f; (12:12); 14:4; see Rom.9:17,22)

final judgment: delivering the persevering faithful by the destruction of the persevering unfaithful

APPENDIX #1: THIS PASSAGE UNDER THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES
1. Historicist: Turkish Scourge (~1000-1500 A.D.)

2. Preterist: Beginning or End of Roman Assault against Jerusalem (66-70 A.D.)

3. Futurist: Attack by Asian-Chinese Hordes Against Jerusalem (or Revived Roman Empire) During The Tribulation 

4. Idealist: Outward Physical-Human Counterparts to Demonic Assaults of The Fifth Trumpet (see Job 1,2)

Job: Satan assaults Job with alternating natural/human; Sabeans, fire from heaven, Chaldeans, wind; then disease

Darkening & Tormenting of Those who Irreversibly Reject The Light of the World (e.g., by means of Romans, Saracens, etc.; see 2Th.2; see Jer. 13:16, Jn. 5:35; 9:5; 12:35,36)

APPENDIX #2: DISCUSSION
1. How do these things apply to life?  (you, your home, church, community, world)

2. What aspect of this passage would you like to see focused on for the preaching and why?

III. PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK: PREPARE TO PRAY ABOUT THE MEANS OF GRACE
· plague of hail tonight?!

· new appraisal of Wesleyan property: good, soon, accepted, favorable to our plans

· wisdom re: BST – continue, switch to home evangelistic studies for June-August [call and recruit people for each week: What Christianity is All About; i.e., Ken Smith’s diagram (mobile marker board) into discussion

· Jim & Valerie Orr: housing emergency

· Mella, Dr. Boice, Bev Powell

· Marty Barrett’s brother-in-law Tom’s sudden and unexpected death

· graduations: college decisions & preparations (incl. good churches!)

· evangelism: BST (Curran, Howe, Swartz); pre-evangelism activities (Plummer)

FOR NEXT WEEK: PREPARE TO PRAY ABOUT THE MEANS OF GRACE
REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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