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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE (ambitious, but possible; if not, will divide some chapters in half)

May 31: Chapter 9b OR OMS BAND CONCERT?

June: continue with Revelation OR…June-August: “Book of the Month Club” IN YOUR HOME?

C. READ: Revelation 8:13-9:21

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE FIFTH TRUMPET (Rev.8:13-9:12)

A. INTRODUCTION TO THE FINAL THREE TRUMPETS (8:13)

1. How is this marked as an introduction? (13; see 4:1)

2. How is this outline evident in the seals series?  

4+3; temporal to final

9:1f – direct activity of the kingdom of darkness

called woes, not trumpets; primarily spiritual in nature

3. What is the purpose of this introduction? (13)

4. What is the significance of: 

a. eagle (13; see 4:7; 14:6; see Hos.8:1; Jer.4:13; 5,19,21; Job 9:26; Lk.17:37; also see Dt.28:26,49; Jer.48:40; 49:22; Lam.4:19; Ezk.17:3; Habb.1:8)

b. flying in mid-heaven (13; see 14:6; 19:17; 18:2; see Ezk.39:17-20)

c. earth-dwellers (13: see 3:10; 6:17; see Is.24:16-18; Hos.4:1-3; contrast Col.3:1f; Phil.3:20; 1Pt.2:11)

those who belong to the earth (this age) vs. aliens who belong to heaven

5. What is God doing? (13; see Ex.4:21,etc.; contrast Job 1:8f; 2:3f)

proving true nature of wicked by testing and as the beginning of their destruction

B. INTRODUCTION TO THE FIFTH TRUMPET (8:13-9:12)

1. What is the skeletal structure of this passage?  Compare:

a. 8:13 & 9:12

b. 9:1 & 9:11

c. 9:3-5 & 10

2. How does the rest of the passage put a body on this skeletal structure? 

a. 9:6; see 6:12-17

b. 9:7-9

C. THE VISION (9:1-3a)

1. What is the significance of the trumpets in parallel with the seals and bowls? 

2. What did John see after the fifth trumpet blew? (1)

3. How does this fit in with the previous trumpets? (see 8:5,7,8 and esp. v.10)

4. What is the significance of:

a. falling (1; see 8:10; Is.14:4,12f; see Rev.12:9f; Lk.10:18; contrast Rev.10:1; 18:1; 20:1)

fall vs. descend

b. into the earth (1; see 3,3,4 with Rev. 3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8; 13:12,14; 17:2,8)

5. What happened next? (1b)  

a. What is the significance of this? (see 8:2,3; see chps.4,5; see Rev.1:18; see Job 1,2; 1Kngs.22:19f; 1Cor.5:5; 1Tm.1:20)

ser: see xrefs. on 1Cor.5:5

6. What happened next? (2a)  

a. What is the significance of this? (see 19:20; 20:14,15; see Gen.19:28; Ex.19:18(Heb.12:18,29); Is.24:21,22; 2Pt.2:4; Lk.8:31; see Rev.11:7; 17:8; 20:1-3)

b. What was the effect of this? (2b; see Joel 2:10,31: 3:15(Is.13:10) and Ex.10:15; see Rev.6:12; 8:12)

c. What is the significance of this effect? (2b; see 9:17-20; 14:11; 18:9,18; 19:3)

smoke; i.e., hell on earth! (chp.12) “hail on earth”

d. What happened next? (3a)

e. What is the significance of this? (3a; see Ex.10:12-20; see Is.14:29,31 with v.4,12; see 16:13f)

Exodus model in cosmic setting (7)

D. THE COMMISSION (9:3b-5)

1. Why were these creatures released? (3)

a. What is the significance of the passive voice in vs. 1,3,4?

divine passive: sovereignty in indirect action; dissociated from destruction?  i.e., Satan kills as a murderer (Jn.8); God kills as a judge, in justice not in evil

b. What was the nature of their commission? (4; see 6:6; 7:1-3 (contra 13:16,17); see Ex.8:22-24; 9:4-7,26; 10:21,23; see 12:13,27)

c. Contrast this with Ex.10:15; Ps.105:33-35.

d. Contrast this with 8:7

direct vs. indirect suffering; against man vs. against his environment

2. What then, was the extent of their commission? 

a. in degree (5; see Job 1:12; 2:6; 1Cor.5:5; 1Tm.1:20)

b. How is a scorpion sting a suitable image for this? (5; see Dt.8:15; 1Kngs.12:11,14)

c. in time (5; see Lev.26:8; 1Cor.14:19)

Lev.,1Cor.= a few

or life-cycle of locusts

point: temporary (not final)

d. How does this relate to final judgement (see 11:10; 14:10,11; 18:7,10,15; 20:10)

torment: leads up to and includes final judgment

e. How does this impact the church? (see chps. 2,3; see Dt.28:38-42 with 14; 29:22f; 30:17; 31:16-20)

plagues of Egypt because of the sins of Egypt [as plagues of Canaanites because of sins of; i.e., ejected; Lev.26

E. THE EFFECTS (9:6)

1. What is the effect of all this on hardened sinners? (e.g., Pharaoh, Exodus plagues; 6; see 6:12-17; see Mk.5:1f)

suicide: unbearable and hopeless pain; not necessarily or primarily physical

scorpion sting: not die from but might wish would?

2. What is the structure of this verse and its significance? (6)

F. THE APPEARANCE (9:7-10)

1. Why is a fuller description of the locusts added?

get a better sense of who they are and what they are doing; i.e., OT context

2. How are they described? (7-9; see Joel 1,2 & Ex.10:12-20)

7 parts with intro & conclusion

Joel/Exod comp: Beale, p.499

introduction: What is the significance of “like” and “as”? (7-10; see 1:1)

signified to John; i.e., symbols

a. 7a; see Joel 2:4-7; see Jer.51:27,etc.

b. 7b; see 3-5; see 14:14

c. 7c; see Joel 2:4-7

d. 8a; see Lev.13:45; Num.5:18; see Mk.5:1f

i.e., long=disheveled=unclean; unclean spirit

e. 8b; see Joel 1:6

f. 9a; Jer.51:14,27 (Rev.8:8,9 with Jer.51:25,63,64 & 10; 17,18 & 11); Job 39:19,20

g. 9b; Joel 2:4,5

3. How does v.10 function in this list? (10; see 5)

inclusio

4. How does Amos 8:11-14 apply? (see 2Th.2)

5. See Jer.8:16-18 & 19

6. See 1Jn.2;18-26; 4:1-3

G. THE RULER (9:11)

1. How are these locusts unusual? (11; see Prov.30:27)  What is the signficance of this?

symbol: similar in some respects as indicated by use of symbol in context

2. Who is this leader? (11; see 2Th.2:3; Jn.17:12)

a. Remember structure of passage? (1//11; 3-5//10)

b. see Amos 7:1 with Ezk.38,39 and Rev.20:8; see Lk.11:15,18; Rev.12:9

c. see Ex.12:23; 12,13; 27-29

d. Compare Rev.6:8; 8:11; see Hos.13:14b

names with destructive effects of plague

3. Note: possible historical background with Apollo, Nero, Domitian (see Dan.10:38)

H. THE TRANSITION (9:12)

1. What is the purpose and significance of this verse?

I. THIS PASSAGE UNDER THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES
1. Historicist: Islamic Scourge (Saracens)

2. Preterist: Demonic Possession of Jews in Jerusalem

3. Futurist: Demonic Possession of Jews & Gentiles during The Great Tribulation

4. Idealist: Darkening & Tormenting of Those who Irreversibly Reject The Light of the World (e.g., by means of Romans, Saracens, etc.; see 2Th.2; see Jer. 13:16, Jn. 5:35; 9:5; 12:35,36)

5. Other: Roman Catholic, New Age deceptions

J. DISCUSSION
1. How do these things apply to life?  (you, your home, church, community, world)

2. What aspect of this passage would you like to see focused on for the preaching and why?

III. PRAYER

· plague of hail tonight?!

· new appraisal of Wesleyan property: good, soon, accepted, favorable to our plans

· wisdom re: BST – continue, switch to home evangelistic studies for June-August [call and recruit people for each week: What Christianity is All About; i.e., Ken Smith’s diagram (mobile marker board) into discussion

· Jim & Valerie Orr: housing emergency

· Mella, Dr. Boice, Bev Powell

· Marty Barrett’s brother-in-law Tom’s sudden and unexpected death

· graduations: college decisions & preparations (incl. good churches!)

· evangelism: BST (Curran, Howe, Swartz); pre-evangelism activities (Plummer)

FOR NEXT WEEK: TBA (Reading Revelation 9 wouldn’t hurt!)

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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