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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE (ambitious, but possible; if not, will divide some chapters in half)

May   3: Chapter 8

May 10: Prayer Meeting-Focus: Evangelism

May 17: Chapter 9

May 24: Chapter 10

May 31: Chapter 11 (probably partial)

June-August: “Book of the Month Club” in your home?

C. READ: Revelation 7

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE SEALS OF GOD, CONTINUED (Rev.7:1-17)

A. REVIEW AND INTRODUCTION
1. Review the basic structure of the book.  

intro-letters-visions-conclusion

a. What is the significance of this?

letters & visions; words and signs

b. What is the significance of the comparison between 1:1; 22:6 and 1:19; 4:1 9 (see Dan.2:28-30,45)?

Daniel’s “after” is John’s “shortly, near, here”; see Mk.1:15

2. What is the function of chapters 4&5 in relation to the chapters that follow?

3. Briefly review chapter 6. 

a. How is chapter 7 related to chapter 6? (see 7:1,9)

b. How is chapter 8 related to chapters 6&7? (see 8:1,2)

4. What are the two sections of chapter 7? 

a. What does this suggest about their interpretation?

b. What are some difficulties with this conclusion?

Gentiles not sealed?  Jews not white garments? OR parallelism = mutual inferences

hard to see Jewish-Gentile distinctions after Acts 15!!! (John was there!); cf. Gal.3

B. THE 144,000 SEALED (7:1-8)

1. What did John see? (1a)

a. What were they doing and why? (1b)

b. What is the significance of the numbers? (1a and 1b,3,see 2)

four corners, three things (earth, sea, trees)

c. What may be a connection with chapter 6? (1a; 6:1-8; see Zech.6:5,1f; see Jer.49:36

four winds, four horsemen: connected in source in Zechariah

2. What did John see next? (2)

a. What is the significance of this appearance? (2; see 9:14f; 16:12 or Ezk.43:2-4 or Rev.1:16; Ps.19:4-6)

evil or God or strength to accomplish mission

b. What is the purpose? (2,3; see 9:4; 14:1f; 22:4; compare 13:16; 14:9; 16:2; 20:4)

c. To whom does he speak? (2; see 6:2,4,8; see 6:6)

those to whom it was given to harm 

7:2; 6:6 harm

d. Compare Ezekiel 9 and Exodus 12 to this.

e. Compare Ezekiel 14:21,22 (see 12f) and Rev.6:8.

four judgments

3. What is the significance of the seal? (3)

a. 3; see 14:1-3; 22:4; see 2Tm.2:19; see Gen.4;15

ownership and protection; Gen.4:15 mark of Cain

b. 3; see 14:1f; 22:4 contrast 13:17; 14:9-11; see Jn.17:6

Name vs. name; John17 manifested Thy Name; i.e., made known to 

c. Ex.28:38,36

forehead-Aaron: priestly service 

4. How are those sealed described? (3b; see 1:1,etc.)

5. How many were sealed? (4; see 14:1,3)

a. How is this number explained? (4-8)

b. What is the significance of “from every tribe”? (4f; see Rom.9-11)

c. What is the significance of the beginning and ending of the list? (5a and 8c; see 5:5,6; see Ezk.37:15f; 34:23f; see John 10:16)

d. How may 21:12-14 shed some light on this?

e. How may 3:12,9 shed some light on this?

believing Gentiles have Name; unbelieving Jews do not

f. See 1:6; & 5:10 (Ex.19:6); 5:9 (Dan.7:18,22); 2:17& 3:12 (Is.62:2; 65:15); 3:9 (Is.43:4; 45:19; 49:23; 60:14)

i.e., promises to Israel applied to the church

g.  see Ezek.40-48 with Rev.21,22

i.e., Ezk.’s temple = heavenly one; restoration in Christ (prince in // water out)

h. see Rom.2:29; 9:6; 2Cor.1:20,21; Gal.3:29; 6:16; Eph.1:11,14; Phil.3:3-8; Tt.2:14; 1Pt.2:19

i. What may be another significance of this list? (Num.1:19,44; Mic.5:2f,6-9; see Rev.14:1-4; also see Num.31:19f with Rev.7:14)

army, Micah: under leadership of the One from Judah-Bethlehem; wash robes in victory

6. What is the summary of this part of the vision? (1-8)

church as the restored remnant of the true Israel; salvation guaranteed to them by God who knows them by name and knows their number 92Tim.2:19; Jn.10 by name); Ps.87

C. THE MULTITUDE FROM EVERY NATION (7:9-17)

1. What did John see next? (9)

2. What is the number here? (9)

a. Where does this promise come from and of whom does it speak? (9; see Gen.16:10; also 13:16; 15:5; 22:17; 26:4; Hos.1:10; Heb.11:12)

refs; speaks of Jews not Gentiles

b. Where are these from? (9b; see 5:9,10; see Dan.7:14; with 3:4,7; 4:1; 5:19; 6:25)

c. How do these things fit together? (see Rom.11:17f; with Rev.3:9,12)

d. Compare 7:4,9 with 5:9b and 14:4

purchased from every tribe //144,000 purchased

from every… see Daniel

3. What are they doing? (9c)

standing!

a. What is the significance of their attire? (9c; see 3:5,18; 4:4; 6:11; 19:14; see Ex.39:27)

salvation applied; equipped for priestly service (worship)

b. What is the significance of what they are holding? (9c,10; Lev.23:40,43; Neh.8:15; Zech.14:16; see Rev.7:13,14)

tabernacles: i.e., a celebration of redemption out of the great tribulation in Egypt; Zech.14:16 all nations participate

palms: as toward Christ; an act of worship? (i.e., vs. tabernacles)

c. Who joins them? (11; see chp.4,5)

d. What do they say? (12; see chps.4,5)

4. Who is this multitude? (13,14; see 9)

given to participate in God’s victory over His enemies; e.g., Exodus

5. What is the great tribulation? (13)

Dan.11,12; persecution by unfaithful vs. faithful; Antiochus, Titus, etc.

a. see Dan.12:1(chps.11,12); Mt.24:21=Mk.13:19)

b. see 1:9; 2:9,10,22; see Jn.16:33; Acts 14:22; Rom.5:3; 8:35,36; 2Tm.3:12 (Paul: 21/23=present)

c. see 1:9 with Col.1:24; 1Pt.4:1-13)

d. see 20:7-9; 2Th.2; parallelism in Mk.13 (near//distant)

e. summary: 

 begun, continuing, climaxing

note: preterists-what does the destruction of Jerusalem have to do with the churches of Asia? (Beale,435)

6. What is the idea of washing clothes? (14; see 4:4)

a. in blood; see 1:5; 5:9; (12:11); 19:13,14; see Is.1:18; 64:6; Zech.3:3-5; contrast Rev.3:4

b. washing; 22:14; see 6:9-11; (see 17:6; 18:24; 19:2); see Mk.8:34f; Gen.49:11 (Rev.19:13)

17:6,etc. blood of the saints

i.e., participating in His victory by likewise persevering through suffering for faithfulness to Him

c. white; see Dan.11:35; see Rev.3:18; 14:4,5

7. How is the Exodus image pervasive in this section? (9; see Ex.4:31; 19:10,14; 24:8; tabernacle,manna; see also 1;5,6; 5:9,10; 15:2-4; and the plagues in the trumpet series and the bowl series)

out of tribulation (also Ex.20:1f); washing; sprinkled by blood; tabernacle; manna

Exodus: the deliverance of His people by means of the destruction of His and their enemies = Revelation!1!

8. What is the consequence of this? (15; contrast with 6:17!!!)

a. What is significant about in the temple? (15; see Ezk.37:26-28 (Rev.21:3-6); see chps.40-48)

b. What is the further consequence? (16; see Is.49:10a)

Is.49; i.e., promises to Jews fulfilled in the Gentiles; i.e., to those of any nation who turn from rebellion to faithfulness

c. And still further… (17; see 22:1; see Is.49:9,10; see Is.25:8; Rev.21:4; see Ps.23; Jn.6:35; 10;1f

Is.-promises to Israel fulfilled in the Gentiles

d. What are the links here: 15-16-17?

worship of the One on the throne (and…) – God wipes tears – Lamb leads in life

e. What is the irony and its significance in 17? (see Heb.2:14f)

Lamb shepherd; signif=as one of us

D. CONCLUSION (7:9-17)

1. How do chapters 6 & 7 fit together in logical order of events?

4 horsemen-winds given authority to do damage, before do, God’s people are sealed so that they can persevere through the suffering that is coming on the earth and not be hardened as those not sealed; those sealed persevere and stand before God’s grace; those not sealed rebel and fall before God’s wrath

2. How do the two visions (4-8 and 9f) mirror and complement each other?

144,000: remnant out of the tribes with the Gentiles incorporated into the Davidic kingdom

multitude: the innumerable host promised to Abraham that is fulfilled in the ingrafting of the Gentiles

III. PRAYER

· surgery recovery: Mella, Joanne, Genny

· evangelism

· synod grant and loans; preparation of building; congregational finances (T&S)

· graduations (Pulaski’s date=_________); college decisions & preparations (incl. good churches!)

· T/S: presbytery- Daniel, Walton Commission decree, Fulton&Sm.Falls, 

· Peter Rounds: Jim & Joyce Jaskula; Tori (4); Robert (2)

· Group Home: Michelle; Mike (mom, health tests), Aaron

· John Caroccio: Michele Hipkens; Matthew

· Meg Berardi; Jim Fanning; Jim & Valerie Orr

· Evangelism Seminar; April 7-9: Ken Smith, Brian Coombs

FOR NEXT WEEK: READ CHAPTERS 8-11 (THE TRUMPETS)

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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