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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

March 29: No Bible Study (School Concert)

April   5: Monthly Prayer Meeting (Focus: Evangelism-briefly tell the story of your conversion and how the Lord has used you to bring others to faith)

12: The Seven Seals, continued (Rev.7)

19: The Seven Seals, completed (Rev.8)

NOTE: June-August: Book of Month “on road”?

C. READ: Revelation 6

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE SEALS OF GOD (Rev.6,7)

A. INTRODUCTION
1. What is the connection between chapters 4&5 and chapter 6?

worthy to open the seals; i.e., to execute the decrees of God for the new creation (2Cor.5:17)

2. What does this say about everything that follows in chps.6-22?

Christ is ruling in all these things?

NOW OR LATER?  theological problem: see 1Kn.22; Job 1,2; 1Cor.5 (see Assyria; Babylon to discipline Israel and destroy nations; esp. Is.11)

3. How does this compare to chapters 1-3?

Christ ruling, chp.1; ruling over all for the sake of the churches; to discipline the faithless, to preserve the faithful

B. THE FIRST FOUR SEALS: THE FOUR HORSEMEN (6:1-8)

1. Primary backgrounds for Rev.6:1-8

a. Zech.6:1-8; see 1:8-15

i.e.; four as a unit vs. series; simultaneous

b. Ezk.14:12-23; see Dt.32:23-25; Lev.26:18-28

Lev.-four, sevenfold jmnts B,373

c. Mk.13:7-9,24,25; see Mt.24:6-8,29; Lk.21:9-12,25,26

B,373; sevenfold: deception, wars, international strife, earthquakes, famines, persecutions, cosmic changes

d. see Dan.2&7

Beale,387; four kingdoms in 2&7; last kingdom the worst

2. Possible contemporary events. (Beale, p.372)

3. What symbolic number dominates this section?  What is the significance of this? (see 7:1; 20:8; Is.11:12)

Beale, 385

4: living creatures; horsemen; 4 foods, v.6;  see four deathsin v.8

4; universal events; yet fourth (v.8) = limited; fully extensive but not fully 

4. What does John see? (1a)

a. Who opens the seal?  How is He described?  Why?

Lamb, lamb; because as such that He overcame; “standing as slain”; victory of cross = obed; Phil.2; Is.53

b. When, therefore, do these things take place? (see 1:5,6,9f; see 1Cor.15:25; Eph.1:19-22; Heb.1:3f)

immediately upon Him taking his stand/seat in heaven; Beale, 371; refs

c. What does John hear? (1b; see 4:5(1:10);  see Is.6:6f)

thunder; decrees from throne through cherubim; Is.6; seraphim declared GOD’S forgiveness

5. What else does John see? (2)

a. see Ps.45:3-6(Heb.1:8); see Rev.19:11-16; 14:14; see 3:21; 5:5; 17:14; see Mk.13:10

B,375

b. OR see 11:7; 13:7(Dan.7:21); see Zech.1:8f; 6:1f(trumpets,bowls: first 4); see Rev.12,13(2Cor.11:14; Rev.19:11-16); see 9:7,3,5

c. What does this one have? (2; see Ezk.5:16,17; Dt.32:23-26(Lev.26:22))

d. What is he given? (2; see 1Cor.5:5; 1Tm.1:20; 1Kngs.22:19-23; 2Thes.2:11; see Job1,2; 2Cor.12:7)

e. Who gives this to him? (see 1; see Rom.13:1f)

f. What does he do? (2; see Zech.6:7,8; see Heb.6:14)

Heb.: to bless, I will bless

g. How is the horse’s color appropriate? (see 2Cor.11:14)

6. What else does John see? (3,4)

a. What was given to him? (4a)

b. How would this be accomplished? (4c,d; see Mt.10:34; see Mk.13:7-19)

Mk.13: destroy unbelievers; test believers; i.e., hay/gold in the same fire

c. What is the sphere of his activity? (4; see 8,10,13,15)

d. note: word choice for slay (5:6)

slay; see 5:6; similarity to seal???

e. How is the horse’s color appropriate? 

7. What else does John see? (5)

a. What did he have in his hand? (5) 

eat bread in measure

b. Significance? (5,6; see Lev.26:26; 2Kngs.7:1(6;28,29); Ezk.4:10,16; see Joel 1:10,11)

c. What is meant by “not harm oil and wine”? (6; see 18:5; 22:11 OR see 7:3; 9:4)

[FURTHER: not unjust; i.e., here, not more than appointed?!; i.e., keep it to famine rations!!!; possible, but nearer contexts suggest otherwise; i.e., don’t hurt wine and oil; i.e., a partial, temporary judgment; i.e. not final; see fourth

d. How is the horse’s color appropriate? 

8. What else did John see? (7,8)

a. What is the significance of the pairing here? (8; see Hos.13:8,14; see Rev.20:13,14; 1:18)
b. What is “death” here? (8; see Ezk.14:19-21; Lev.26:25,18f; Dt.32:24-26)

death here = plague; see OT contexts

Ezk.14; note dual purpose in church: to faithful/unfaithful

c. What is given to him? (8)

1) Where?  Significance?

2) How?  Significance?

d. How many means (woes) are there? Significance? (see Jer.14:12; 15:3; Ezk.5:12,17; 14:21; 33:27)

1) Compare the first three woes and the last three horses.  

2) Compare the last woe and the first horse.  

3) Significance?

Beale, 387

first three woes (8b) // last three horseman: sword, famine, death

last woe // first horseman; i.e., falsehood, deception (2Th.2); the beasts

SERMON; point: Satan under Christ’s command for testing/destroying; see Dan.7; rec’d kingdom in order to overrule wicked powers overcoming His people to deliver them; see 1Cor.5; 1Tm.2

C. THE FIFTH SEAL: THE SAINTS UNDER THE ALTAR (9-11)

1. What does John see and hear? (9-11)

a. What altar was this? (9, see 10)

sacrifice into incense: i.e., blood into petition; Lk.1; esp. Heb.8-10; 7:26
sermon: given entrance by Christ’s death; enter by following Him in death (see Mk.8; 2Pt.1)

b. Why were they there? (9b; see 1:9; see Rom.8:36)

c. What did they say? (10b; see Dt.32:43; 

2. What does the fifth seal have to do with the first four? (9; see 4; see Rev.7:13-16; see Mk.13:9-13; see Dan.7 with Rev.4,5,6)

SERMON; point: Satan under Christ’s command for testing/destroying; see Dan.7; rec’d kingdom in order to overrule wicked powers overcoming His people to deliver them; see 1Cor.5; 1Tm.2

3. How is their prayer answered?10)

a. What are they given?  Significance? (see 3:5; 19:8f)  

b. What does this have to do with their suffering? (see 1Pt.1:7; 5:10)

c. What must happen before their request is granted? (11

D. THE SIXTH SEAL: COSMIC UPHEAVAL (12-17)

1. What happens here? (12-17)

2. What “prophetic progression” is evident here?  (see Is., Jer., Ezek.; see Is.13:10-13; 24:1-6,19-23; 34:4; Ezk.32:6-8; Joel 2;10,30-31; 3;15,16; Hab.3:6-11; Mk.13:24,25)

church, nations, cosmos

a. Compare 13,14 with Is.34:4

3. What two groups are involved? (12-14; 15-17)

Lev.26 4 sevens?

a. Compare the two.  Significance?

b. What structures are involved here?  Significance?

6 and 7; imperfection to be destroyed perfectly; see Lev.26; 4 sevens

4. What do they pray for? (16,17)  Why? (see Hos.10:8; Jer.4:29; see Gen.3:29/ contra Jer.15:19)

Gen.3  Adam and Eve hid from the presence of the Lord

Jer.15 repent = stand before Him

IV. PRAYER

· Peter Rounds: Jim & Joyce Jaskula; Tori (4); Robert (2)

· Group Home: Michelle; Mike (mom, health tests), Aaron

· John Caroccio: Michele Hipkens; Matthew

· Meg Berardi; Jim Fanning; Jim & Valerie Orr

· Evangelism Seminar; April 7-9: Ken Smith, Brian Coombs

· Wesleyan Property: purchase offer made on 3/14/00!!!

FOR NEXT WEEK: PRAY ABOUT EVANGELISM

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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