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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

March    15: The Vision of Christ (Rev.5)

22: The Seven Seals, commenced (Rev.6)

29: No Bible Study (School Concert)

April        5: Monthly Prayer Meeting (Focus =?)

12: The Seven Seals, continued (Rev.7)

19: The Seven Seals, completed (Rev.8)

C. READ: Revelation 5

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. THE VISION OF GOD AND THE LAMB

A. INTRODUCTION)

1. What did John see in chapter 4?

2. What OT passages provide the background for the vision of chapter 4?

GENERAL; Is.6;SPECIFIC  Ezk.1; Dan.7

see Ezek.1,2; COMPARE Dan.7:9f; 13f (//chp.4,5)

3. What similarities do you see between chapter 4 and chapter 5?

4. What is the significance of these?

Jesus is the Son of God; the same in substance, equal in power and glory

5. What other passages also set out the nature of Christ as depicted in chapter 5?

Heb.1; Col.1,2; Jn.1 “with God, God”

B. THE BOOK (1-5)

1. What does John see now?  (1a; see 4:1f)

God on throne (continuity); book in His hand

2. How is this book described? (1b)

a. Ezek.2:9,10; see Ex.32:15

b. Dan.12:4,9; 8:26; Is.29:9-12(see 6:9,10); see Rev.22:10

c. What is the point?

a full piece of writing; concealed

3. What did John see next? (2a; see 10:1-4; Dan.4:13,14,23)

angel, loud voice, judgment against

a. What did he hear? (2b; see Dan.7:10)

b. What is the point? (see Dan.12:4-9; 7:10; 8:26; Is.29:18)

sealed in order to be opened at the right time

c. How does this encourage those who are suffering? (see 2Pt.3)

God is ruling over it all and will destroy/save; an orderly, wise, gracious, powerful and irresistible plan

4. Various explanations of “the book”. 

a. A Book of Redemption (see 3:5; 13:8; 20:12,15; 21:27; but 10:1f; Dan.7,12,Ezk.2,3; Zech.5:1f)

b. The Old Testament (see Lk.24:44; Jn.5:39; but 10:1f; Dan.7,12,Ezk.2,3)

c. The Book of the Events of the Future Tribulation (but 1:1; 22:6 & 1:19; 4:1; after & quickly)

ie, begun, inaugurated; not just future

d. A Book of God’s Plan of Judgment & Redemption (see 5:9f&12f; see chps.6-22)

e. The Book as an Inheritance (see 2:7; 22:1f; see 5:10; 1:5,6)

comprehensive: writing all over; 7 seals; i.e., paradise lost & regained

plan of judgment and redemption in working out the inheritance of God’s people in Christ

5. Scroll or Codex (Book)?

a. scroll: revelation only after all sealed removed (1; Ezk.2:9,10; Zech.5:1f; see Rev.6:14 with Is.34:4)

b. book: progressive revelation (6:1,3,etc.); early use by Christians in liturgy

c. apocalyptic creativity?: scroll with progressive revelation (special construction, abstracts on seals//OT shadow?)

spec.construction, B,343; OT shadows, B, 345

d. Roman wills: inside, folded and summary on back (second witness); sealed by seven witnesses; unsealed at death of maker(!); executor put contents into legal effect (summary: OT background with contemporary parallel)

6. What is the response to the angel’s call? (3)

a. How did John respond to this and why? (4)

b. How was John comforted? (5a)

c. Why one of the Elders? (5a)

represents the redeemed; addressed the redeemed; 4 creatures = creation

d. What is the comfort? (5b)

e. Who accomplished this? (5c; see Gen.49:9 & Is.11:1,10 with Jer.11:19; 23:5; 33:15; Zech.3:8)

f. How did He do so? (5c; see chps.2,3; 12:11; see Heb.12:3)

g. What is the purpose and consequence of this? (5d; see 2f; see Dan.7:10; 12:4,9)

C. THE LAMB (6,7)

1. What did John see next? (6; chps.5-22!; see 1Pt.1:19; see Jn.1:29,36)

a. Where was He? (6a; see 4:6)

in throne room; yet at right hand/on throne

b. What is the significance of His companions? (6a; Col.1:15&18!; and Rev.3:21; 22:1; chps.11-14; Heb.12:2)

creatures: Firstborn of Creation; redeemed: Firstborn of the Dead

3;21; 22:1 with chps.11-14; B,356

2. How is He summarily described? (6b, note tense; see Ex.12; Is.53; see Rom.8:34; see Jn.20:27)

having stood and having been slain; i.e., raised from the dead = overcame v.5
Rom.8; dead and raised; Jn.20; raised with holes in hands and side

3. What other features are noted? 

a. 6c1; see Dt.33:17; Ps.89:17; compare with Dan.7:7f; Rev.13:3,11

Dan.7 mimic beast’s 7 horns?; “head to head”

b. 6c2; see Zech.3:9; 4:2,10; see 1:8f; 6:5; see 2Chr.16:9
4. What happens next? (7)

a. 7a; see Dan.7:13; Mt.24:30; 26:64

b. 7b; see 4:2f with Dan.7:9f; see Rev.6:1f; see Acts 2:32-36; 1Cor.15:27; Eph.1:20f; Phil.2:9f; Heb.1:1f; see Ps.2,110

c. Why is the title “Son of Man” so appropriate for the Lord Jesus Christ?

second Adam; the perfect image of God (incarnate; Heb.1; Jn.1; Col.1,2); the One who receives the kingdom

D. THE PRAISES (8-14)

1. What is the effect of the event of v.7? (8)

a. Compare 8a with 4:10.  Significance? (see 1:17; see 19:10; 22:9)

b. What were their tools? (8b)

1) see Ps.71:22; 150:1; 2Chr.29:25

2) see 6:9f; 8:3f; Ps.141:2)

c. Why gold? (see 1:12; 2:1; Heb.9:4; Ex.25:3f,etc.)

tabernacle; precious

2. Why a new song? (9; 14:3; see 21:1,2,5 see Is.42:9,10; see Ps.33:3, 40:3; 96:1; 98:1f; 144:9; 149:1)

Is.42:9 into 10f // Rev.5:8 into 9f!

a. Does this refer to the final renewal? (21:1,2,5; see 2Cor.5:17; Gal.6:15; see Rom.8:23,18f; see 5:2 and Dan.12:4,9; 7:9f)

yes, but not only to that, also to its already having begun; Noah, Exodus, Return; but esp. Resurrection

3. What was the content of the new song? (9a; see 12, 2; see 4:11(8))

4. What reasons are given? (9b,10; see 5)

a. 9b; see 6,12

slain

b. 9c; see Mk.10:45; 14:24

purchased

c. Who is the object of this (b) reason? (9c; see Dan.3:4,7,29; 5:19; 6:25; with 7:14)

d. What is the significance of the number in Daniel?  Here? (9c; see 4:6f)

e. What is the third(!) reason? (10; see 1:6; 2:26; 20:6; 22:5; see Ex.19:5!,6)

5. How does this complement 4:11? (9; see Ex.20; Dt.5 on the Sabbath)

redemption // creation

6. What did John see and hear next? (11; see 2,8f; see Is.6; Ezk.1)

a. How many? (11c; see Dan.7:10)

b. What was the content here? (12; see 9; 4:11(8); see 1Chr.29:11,12; Dan.2:37)

c. How is the basis referred to? (12; see 9b,6)

d. What else is significant about this list? (compare v.9)

seven: perfect, complete

7. How do things progress? (13; see 8,11)

8,11,13; more, more, all

a. How does this summarize chps.4,5?

God and Lamb

b. Compare 13 to 3

all those unworthy praise Him who alone is worthy

c. What is the content here? (13)

d. Compare with v.12 (13)

4 vs. 7; universal as well as eternal (forever and ever, here);  cf. David!  2Sam.7; P.89; Lk.1:32

8. What is the conclusion? (14; see 4:10; 5:8; see 4:4f,6f)

4:10; 5:8; fell, worshipped

4:4f,6f; 24 and 4

9. Compare 5:9-14 with Dan.7:13-27

B, 366; same order 1) receives sovereignty; 2) includes all peoples,etc; 3) the reign of the saints; 4) the reign of God

10. How do Rev.4,5 relate to Dan.7,12? (note: Rev.1:1; 22:6 (after); and 1:19; 4:1(quickly))

what was partially revealed and then sealed to Daniel is revealed and effected by Christ because of His death and resurrection; i.e., His ruling at the right hand of God until all creation bows down before Him;  Ps.2,110; 1Cor.15; Phil.2

IV. PRAYER

· Peter Rounds: Jim & Joyce Jaskula; Tori (4); Robert (2)

· Group Home: Michelle; Mike (mom, health tests), Aaron

· John Caroccio: Michele Hipkens; Matthew

· Meg Berardi; Jim Fanning; Jim & Valerie Orr

· Evangelism Seminar; April 7-9: Ken Smith, Brian Coombs

· Wesleyan Property: purchase offer made on 3/14/00!!!

FOR NEXT WEEK: READ REVELATION 6-8

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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