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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

March   1: The Vision of God (Rev.4)

  8: Monthly Prayer Meeting (Focus: World Relief)

15: The Vision of Christ (Rev.5)

22: The Seven Seals (Rev.6-8)

29: No Bible Study (School Concert)

C. READ: Revelation 4

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

E. COMPARE THE CHURCHES OF (1)EPHESUS & (7)LAODICEA IN VIEW OF MT. 5:13-16

Ephesus: light hidden; Laodicea: salt lost savor

 II. INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 4 & 5

A. CONNECTIONS (7)

1. What is the connection between chapter 4 and chapter 5? (see 1:5,6; see Eph.1:19f; Heb.1:3f,6)

God on throne, worshipped; Christ on throne, worshipped?

2. What is the evident point of this connection?

God rules from heaven over all in His Son; see Ps.2, 110; Dan.7; Jn.5; Mt.28; etc.NT! 

3. What is the connection between chapter 1 and chapters 4&5? (4:1; 1:10f)

same One seen there is seen here; e.g. seven spirits

voice trumpet

4. What is the connection between chapters 2&3 and 4&5? 

esp. 3:21; below, Beale, 311

a. __________   2:28; 5:7-9,12 
receive            
b. __________   3:21; 5:5 

overcome         
c. __________   3:1; 4:5; 5:6 

seven spirits      
d. __________   3:5,18; 4:4 

white clothing   
e. __________   3:21; 4:4 

thrones              

f. __________   2:10; 3:11; 4:4 
crowns              

g. __________   3:8,20; 4:1 

open door         
5. What is the connection between chapters 4&5 and chapters 6-22?

4:2f; 5:1f; 6:1f

6. What is the importance of all this to the original readers and to us? (see 3:21; 5:5,6; Mk.8:34f; Rom.8:17) 

7. How are chapters 4 and 5 each summarized?

psalms = how Psalms function in Bible! (cf. Luther, etc.)

first psalm is basis for second; i.e., God sits on His throne; Son sits at His right hand (Jn.5)

see Beale, p.369

B. O.T. BACKGROUND

1. How is Isaiah 6 evident in these chapters? 

general picture: throne room in heavenly temple

below; Beale, 315,316

a. see Rev.11:19; 15:5f (see Ex.19)

develop theme of sanctuary; see thunder and lightning; intensifying

b. see Rev.8:3; 9:13; 16:7

altar of incense; these in Revel. refer to chp.4 vision in general

2. How is Ezekiel 1,2 evident in these chapters?

God on His throne; i.e., esp. Rev.4

3. How is Daniel 7 evident in these chapters? (see “Overview of Structure)

Christ receiving the kingdom for judgment against His enemies and for His people

i.e., esp. Rev.5

4. What do all of these OT references have in common?

· judgment against God’s rebellious people by means of oppressors and then deliverance of the faithful remnant by judgment against their oppressors (see Judges; e.g., Philisitines; Assyrians, Is.10; Babylon; Jer.; Ezek.); Daniel: God in control of it all; faithful: sustains in suffering, delivers from enemies

· letters = versus church; visions = versus world for the church

III. THE VISION OF GOD (4:1-11)

A. VISIONARY INTRODUCTION (1,2a)

1. What is the significance of: 

a. after these things (1)

mark of new vision; order of visions, not nec. the order of events in fulfillment; order of symbols, not nec. of things symbolized

1) see 7:1,9; 15:5; 18:1; 19:1

2) compare 1:1,19; 4:1; 22:6 (see Dan.2:29,45; see Mk.1:15,etc.)

b. I saw… behold (1; see 1:11; see Zech.2:1,5; 5:1,9; 6:1; Ezk.1:4; 2:9; 8:2,4,10; 10:1,9; Jer.4:23f)

standard prophetic visionary introduction

c. What is the difference in perspective between the letters and the visions? (2:1,etc.; 4:1)

from heaven to earth by an angel; from earth to heaven by the Spirit

2. What did John see? (1; see Ezk.1:1;  see Heb.9:11f; 10:19f; 12:22f)

a. What did he hear? (1; see 1:10)

b. What was the command? (1; see Heb.12:22f)

c. What was he shown? (1; see 1:1,19; 4:1; 22:6; see Dan.2:28,29,45; see Mk.1:15,etc.)

i.e., final things that have already begun; “now and not yet”

NOTE: THIS PHRASE W/MODIFICATION IN EVERY MAJOR DIVISION

3. How was he enabled to obey this command? (2; see 1:10; see Ezk.1:1; 2:2; 3:12,24; 8:3; 11:1,24)

4. How do futurists interpret this verse and why is their interpretation implausible?

rapture; implausible because: OT background = prophetic vision; John alone vs. church

B. GOD SITTING ON HIS THRONE (2b,3)

1. What did John see when he entered heaven? (2b; see 1Kngs.22:19f; Is.6:1f; Ezk.1:26; Dan.7:9f)

2. What is the significance of this? 

a. see Ps.110:1,2; Dan.2:20f; esp. 4:17,25,32; 5:21

active rule over all

b. see Rev.6:1f,16; 8:3f; 16:17

judgments from throne

3. What was God’s appearance? (3)

a. see Ezk.1:26,28; 9:2; 10:1; 28:13; see Ex.24:10; 28:17-2; see Rev.21:10,11; 18-23; see 1Tim.6:16; Ps.104:2)

B,320; LXX 9:2; 10:1

Ex.28; Ezk.28; all three stones; theophany; MANIFESTED glory; jewels of a king!

Rev.4&21 = inclusio?

b. see Ezk.1:28; Rev.10:1; see Rev.3:14; 5:9; 21:1

rainbow: // manifested glory of jewels; OT context:  judgment with mercy to His people; 

new creation (Rev.3;14; 5:9; 21:1

C. ATTENDANTS, FIRE AND A SEA (4-8a)

1. What surrounded God’s throne? (4)

a. Who are these? (4; see 3:21; Ex.19:7,8; see Rev.21:12,14; see v.18f)

represent all those who overcame under both administrations of the covenant

b. How are they adorned? (4; see 3:21 and 3:4,5,18; 6:11; 7:9,13; 19:8,14 and 2:10; 3:11)

2. What came out of the throne? (5a)

a. What is the significance of this? (see Ex.19:16; Ezk.1:13)

active judgment

b. How do these verse confirm this? (Rev.8:5; 11:19; 16:18)

3. What else was before the throne? 

a. 5b; see Ezk.1:13; Zech.4:2,3,10; 6; see Rev.1:12,20

i.e., throne room in heavenly temple 

b. 6; see 15:2-4 (13:1; 21:1; 11:7); see Ezk.1:22; see Rev.5:5 (12:12; 13:3) with Mk.4:39
congealed sea; see Exodus, Red Sea

c. 4:6 vs. 22:1 (?)

B,328 sea glass vs. river flowing

4. Who else functioned as attendants? (6; see Ezk.1:5-21; 10:12-15,20-22; Is.6:1f)

FURTHER: living beings//Living God? 4:9b!,10

a. Where were they? (6a, see 4; see 1Kngs.22:19b; compare 5:6; Jn.1:18)

midst: part of throne (Ezk.1; Is.1) vs. sitting in midst; throne vs. enthroned

b. What is the first attribute described? (6b,8; see Ezk.10:12)  Significance? (5:6)

c. How are each further described? (7a; compare Ezk.1:5f)  Signficance? (see 7:1; 20:8; see Ezk.7:2; see Rev.6:1f)

24 represent the special redeemed creation (man); 4 represent general creation

natural disasters of judgment: all creation in God’s service for judgment/redemption B,330

being at beginning and end

d. What else is described? (8a; see Is.6:2f; Ezk.1:6f,23)

D. THE PRAISE OF GOD (8b-11)

1. How does this section relate to what precedes? (see Ex.4:28; Jn.9:5-7)

word that explains the vision

if you see God, you will praise Him!

2. What do the living beings do? (8b; see Is.6:3; see Ezk.1:24f)

3. How is God addressed? (8c,d; 9)

a. 8c; Ezk.1:24; see 1:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:3; 19:6; 21:22; see Dan.4:17,etc.)

b. 8d; see 1:8,4

c. Why is He addressed in this way? (see Daniel, Ezekiel)

speaking to those powerless and oppressed

d. What is the substance of the address? (9)

e. What title extends the sense? (9b,10b; see 6f?)

FURTHER: living beings//Living God? 4:9b!,10

4. What do the other attendants do? (10)

a. What do they do with their crowns and why? (10b; see 3:21; see 2:10; 3:11)

b. What do they say? (11a)

our Lord and God: said of Domitian! see Beale

c. What is the reason cited? (11b; see Ps.115:15,1f; Is.45:9f; etc.)

E. DISCUSSION

1. How do these chapters instruct us in worship?

2. Why is atheistic evolution an attractive theology to the natural man?

IV. PRAYER

· Abby, Michael: challenges to overcome

· seniors and colleges

FOR NEXT WEEK’S PRAYER MEETING: PRAY!!!

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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