WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

Reading the Word


Fun Optional Activity

[Need: Bread, biscuits, rolls, or croissants (hot dogs optional); Butter or other condiment; Water]

The idea is that since the Bible is our daily bread, it can be represented with physical bread.  But since we’re not suppose to just snack on our daily bread, you could toss a hot dog in that croissant or some bacon in the biscuit to symbolize that it takes more than one bite to get to the meat of the piece of bread just as we need to take time each day to not only snack on the Word, but that we need to get to the meat.  The butter is a way to show students how they can share the Word, their guiding light.  As they share the tub of butter, have each student share something they’ve learned in their daily devotional the past week.  And the water?  Well, let students learn that the Word of God is also like cold water to the weary soul…and your students might be a little thirsty after eating the bread and butter [image: image1.png]


.  Enjoy.

Welcome – “Worship You”

Recorded by Jami Smith

Song Lyrics:
Lord we come to worship You
Lord we come to honor You
Lord we come to know You more
Lord we come to worship You

Because You are faithful
Because You are true
You are our father
And we long to be next to You

Lord we come to worship You
We come seeking You
Lord we come to worship You
Knowing it's the best that we can do
We fall on our face in front of You

You're faithful and true
And I am seeking You
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So I Read the Bible, What’s the Point of this Lesson?

So let’s say you read the Bible, or at least from time to time, so why in the world does there need to be a lesson on how to read the Bible?  You’ve probably already learned how to read way back when you were about 3 feet tall in first and second grade.  You probably began to learn to read more complicated books by the time you were in eighth grade.  And by the time you took an upper level English course, you learned critical reading and the fun with “reading in between the lines.”

So here comes along another lesson teaching how to critically analyze stuff right?  Well, that’s only a part of what this lesson tries to convey.  Rather, I’ll let you decide how to analyze the Bible.  Rather, it’s a lesson to give you hints and ideals on how to really dive into the Bible with a passion to pursue God’s own heart while letting Him pursue yours.  It also offers a glimpse into what some worship songs have to say about the Bible.  This lesson is a resource to opening your own heart and preparing your mind to take in all the richness and glory of God in His holy and divine Word for us.

The Bible is the Word of God
Worship Song Analysis #3 – “Ancient Words”

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

Song Lyrics:
Holy words long preserved 

for our walk in this world,

They resound with God's own heart

Oh, let the Ancient words impart.

Words of Life, words of Hope

Give us strength, help us cope

In this world, where e'er we roam

Ancient words will guide us Home.

CHORUS:

Ancient words ever true

Changing me, and changing you.

We have come with open hearts

Oh let the ancient words impart.

Holy words of our Faith 

Handed down to this age.

Came to us through sacrifice

Oh heed the faithful words of Christ.

Holy words long preserved 

For our walk in this world.

They resound with God's own heart

Oh let the ancient words impart.

CHORUS x4

We have come with open hearts

Oh let the ancient words impart.
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How do the words describe the Bible?  What is the tone of the music and why does it matter?  What impressions are left upon your heart when you hear these words?  What should happen when you read the Word?  [Note: Remember to use the Ancient Words worship song devotional for more reference if necessary.]

The Bible as Daily Bread

Moses wrote and Jesus repeated that “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Deut. 8:3 & Matthew 4:4)  Yet some atheists say that man does live by bread alone and do so quite fine.  Where if the folly in saying that man can live by bread alone?

Many of you eat at least 3 meals a day while some of you might eat a bit more and some a bit less.  But the fact remains; every human being gets hungry and needs to nourish itself with food.  Now, different types of food can affect how we grow.  If I were to always indulge in what I like to eat, it wouldn’t be very healthy now would it?  Think about what you like to eat and think about what you need to eat.  There is a difference isn’t there?  We look at the beginning of Ezekiel 3 and see that while it may not always seem appealing, God’s word will taste as sweet and nourishing as honey to our bodies, our minds, our soul, and our heart, etc.

So just as you eat everyday and just as you need nourishing food to maintain growth, what makes you think it’s any different in the spiritual side of things?  Does baptism necessarily mean we’ve reached a good level and quit?  This week the Tour de France is kicking into the middle portion of the race.  One cyclist has already won 4 out of 6 of the stage races.  Now would you think he’d quit at this point, before he really experienced the nicest views, the most challenging paths, and the most rewarding part of finishing?  Of course not!  He’s going to finish it and try to win the entire race by the end.  The same goes for our spiritual walk.  Sometimes we run, sometimes we crawl, and at times we stumble.  A wise friend told me just this past week that “it doesn’t matter that we slip, stumble or struggle, what matters is that we pick ourselves up and keep going.  God knows we’re going to fail at times, but it’s whether we keep going that He cares about.”

Paul writes in Philippians, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward to Christ Jesus.” (further reading: Philippians 3:12-14)  He writes again in 1 Corinthians, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. “ (further reading: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27)  And even the author of Hebrews chimes in, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” (further reading: Hebrews 12:1-2)  What is the point that’s being conveyed here?

Looking again on the Tour de France, what are you first impressions of the cyclists?  Skinny guys who go “zoom”?  At the beginning of each day (and even end of each day), each cyclist must replace the calories the he has lost through physical exertion everyday.  At the end of each day, they don’t have snacks, they don’t have nice little meals…they have feasts.  Food will cover an entire table and the cyclist will eat and eat until every single scrap is gone.  All this is done in order to nourish the body once again.

So how is your spiritual life going?  Are you taking time every morning to feed the hunger of your spiritual life with nourishment that your spirit groans for?  What good is it to starve yourself silly?  What good is it to simply snack on the Word, to only whet your appetite for more?  Enjoy the feast that is before you!

The Bible As Nourishment
Worship Song Analysis #4 – “Hungry (Falling On My Knees)” 

Recorded by Kathryn Scott

Song Lyrics:

Hungry I come to You
For I know You satisfy
I am empty but I know
Your love does not run dry
So I wait for You
So I wait for You

I'm falling on my knees
Offering all my needs
Jesus You're all
This heart is living for

Broken I run to You
For Your arms are open wide
I am weary but I know Your touch
Restores my life
So I wait for You
So I wait for You
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What does your soul hunger for?  How are you fulfilling its needs?  How does this song relate to what was taught in the earlier section?

The Bible As a Guiding Light

The Bible isn’t just a book sitting around waiting to be read…you could go to the library and find many of those.  Instead, one way to look at it is that you are lighting a candle or turning on a flashlight each time you read the Bible.
1.) Psalms 119:105 says that “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  How can words be light unto out path?

2.) How about Matthew 5:14-16?  What does it say about light?  How does it relate to reading the Bible?

3.) Take a look at 1 Corinthians 9:14.  How does the Bible act as a guiding light here?

Sharing the Guiding Light

Worship Song Analysis #5 – “Shine”
Recorded by the Newsboys

Song Lyrics:
Dull as dirt,
You can't assert
The kinda light that might persuade
A strict dictator to retire
Fire the army,
Teach the poor origami.
The truth is in,
The proof is when you hear your heart start asking
What's my motivation?
And try as you may
There is no way
To explain the kinda change
That'd make an eskimo renounce fur
That'd make a vegetarian barbeque hamster
Unless you can trace this about-face to a certain Sign

CHORUS:
Shine.
Make 'em wonder whatcha got.
Make 'em wish that they were not
On the outside looking bored.
Shine.
Let it shine before all men.
Let ‘em see good works and then
Let ‘em glorify the lord.

Out of the shaker and onto the plate,
It isn't karma it sure ain't fate
That would make a deadhead sell his van
That would make a schizophrenic turn in his crayons
Oprah freaks
And science geeks
A rationale that shall excuse this strange behavior
when you let it Shine
You will inspire the kind of entire turnaround
That would make a bouncer take ballet
Even bouncers who are unhappy
But out of the glare
With nowhere to turn
You ain't gonna learn it on "What's my Line?"

© 1994 Star Song Records
What are you first impressions about this “worship” song?  How does it relate to the lesson?  How many of you need something or perhaps Someone to spark the light within you again?

Conclusion – “Light the Fire Again”

Recorded by Brian Doerksen

Song Lyrics:
Don't let my love grow cold

I'm calling out, light the fire again

Don't let my vision die

I'm calling out, light the fire again

You know my heart, my deeds

I'm calling out, light the fire again

I need your discipline

I'm calling out, light the fire again

I am here to buy gold refined in the fire

Naked and poor, wretched and blind I come

Clothe me in white

So I won't be ashamed

Lord, light the fire again
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Total Estimated Time: 45-90 Minutes

Total Bible Time: 20-30 Minutes
Song Times:

Total Time (24:31) – may be shortened when necessary

Worship You (4:18)
Recorded by Jami Smith

Ancient Words (4:36)
Recorded by Michael W. Smith

Hungry (5:30)

Recorded by Kathryn Scott

Shine (3:43)

Recorded by the Newsboys

Light the Fire (6:24)
Recorded by Brian Doerksen
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