WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

Whole Life Worship


Disclaimer: The following is only an idea behind the concepts and the complexity of worship in the church.  It’s not meant to be an absolute guideline or even the only aspects of worship music.  Rather, it gives students an idea of what worship can be besides just singing songs and enjoying the music.  Instead of being a worshipper with a blank mind, it helps students become a true worshipper of God in spirit in and in truth

Welcome – “The Heart of Worship”

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

Song Lyrics:
When the music fades

All is stripped away

And I simply come

Longing just to bring

Something that's of worth

That will bless your heart

Bridge:

I'll bring You more than a song

For a song in itself

Is not what You have required

You search much deeper within

Through the way things appear

You're looking into my heart

Chorus:

I'm coming back to the heart of worship

And it's all about You

It's all about You, Jesus

I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it

When it's all about You

It's all about You, Jesus

King of endless worth

No one could express

How much you deserve

Though I'm weak and poor

All I have is yours

Every single breath
© Public Domain … Words and Music by Matt Redman

What Worship Means

Worship.  It seems like such a simple concept, yet as we’ve come to see (or at I least I hope you’ve come to see) is more than just simply reciting lyrics, enjoying the worship team, or playing an instrument.  While all these are good, worship goes much deeper.  Take Matt Redman’s The Heart of Worship for example.  The words that he uses express what worship is all about – something more than a song, something deeper than words, it all goes back to loving, praising, having communion with our Heavenly Father.

As we’ve come to see, worship is more than something that happens once or twice a week.  It’s something that we live – a life of prayer, constantly building our relationship with God through His word, having fellowship with the Body of Christ, restoring our spirit and renewing our lives in God’s sanctuary, and taking time to bow before His presence and to be able to refocus our lives.  So having gone through all that, this week we’re going to go through an example of what worship might (and probably should) be like and how you can worship that Audience of One with passion.

“[Jesus Said]  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
(John 4:23-24, NIV, italics & brackets added)

It is also important to note that within worship, there are also many songs – the two most typical ones are the praise songs (indicated by rejoicing and loud music) and worship songs (not to be confused with the idea of worship, these are more quiet and more reverent) – that can include a praise for a blessing, a song asking God why there is injustice, one thanking God for perfect peace, and even battle hymns we hear in our armed forces.  The idea being that worship isn’t contained, but that a freedom can be found in worshipping God in spirit and in truth.

The Opening Call – “God of Wonders”

Most worship, the type most people think about that occurs at church, begins with some nice music playing as people filter in.  Don’t just sit around or take too much time with fellowship with other believers (you have after church service).  Rather, take this time to prepare your hearts for worshiping God.  Remember that you’re not the audience enjoying the worship team’s music or the choir’s harmonies.  Rather, you’re part of the performance before God’s presence.

Then there gets to a certain point where the worship team gets on stage and the team leader grabs the microphone and leads everyone in an opening song.  This is considered the opening call.  The point of this is to get people to come to attention and focus on worshipping God.  This is also a time to really prepare your hearts and perhaps warm up those vocal chords of yours.

The music usually begins quietly, as if to draw our minds away from whatever we’re focusing on before we worship into that heart of worship.  It’s like something accelerating smoothly along.  Then, as everyone is brought to attention and the focus is on God, the worship team usually kicks it up a notch to get people excited about praising God.  The music then tapers off in the end as if to say, “come, let us prepare our hearts to worship and praise our Lord and Savior.”

Recorded by Third Day and Caedmon’s Call

Song Lyrics:

Lord Of all creation

Of water, earth, and sky

The heavens are Your tabernacle

Glory to the Lord on high

Chorus:

God of wonders beyond our galaxy

You are holy, holy

The universe declares Your majesty

You are holy, holy

Lord of heaven and earth

Lord of heaven and earth

Early in the morning

I will celebrate the light

When I stumble in the darkness

I will call Your name by night

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth
(3x)

© 2000 Essential Records
Segue – “Better Is One Day”

The worship then goes from the opening call to a segue sometimes, where there’s some more than to prepare your heart before diver deeper before the Lord.  Usually this is a praise song.
Recorded by Charlie Hall

Song Lyrics:
How lovely is Your dwelling place,

 oh Lord Almighty

My soul longs and even faints for You

For here my heart is satisfied,

 within Your presence

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings

Chorus:

Better is one day in Your courts

Better is one day in Your house

Better is one day in Your courts

Than thousands elsewhere

One thing I ask and I would seek,

 to see Your beauty

To find You in the place Your glory dwells

 My heart and flesh cry out,

 for You the living God

 Your spirit’s water to my soul

 I’ve tasted and I’ve seen,

 come once again to me

 I will draw near to You

 I will draw near to You
© 1995 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music

The Call to Worship – “Here I Am to Worship”

After the segue, one gets to a deeper worship sequence.  Let’s take out our Bibles and read a little bit on how the call of worship was performed in the Old Testament.  In 2 Chronicles 29:25-31, we read about how Hezekiah reestablished the service of the temple of the Lord.  Think about modern-day similarities as listen to an example of the call to worship.

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

Song Lyrics:
Light of the World

You stepped down into darkness

Open my eyes

Let me see

Beauty that made

This heart adore You

Hope of a life

Spent with You

Chorus:

Here Iam to worship

Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that Your're my God

You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days

Oh, so highly exalted

Glorious in Heaven above

Humbly You came

To the earth You created

All for love's sake became poor

Bridge:

I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross

© 2001 Reunion Records

Hymn of Love – “I Love You Lord”

After you’ve entered into the heart of worship or simply felt the presence of God, there’s usually a series of songs that are hymns and devotionals.  This somewhat mirrors verse 31 where Hezekiah calls everyone gathered to dedicate themselves to the Lord.  Here, we’re closely following that in the next couple of songs.

Recorded by the Marantha! Chorus

Song Lyrics:
I love You, Lord

and I lift my voice

to worship You

o my soul, rejoice!

Take joy, My King, in what You hear,

may it be a sweet, sweet sound

in Your ear.

© 1980 House of Mercy Music
Devotional Worship – “Spoken For”

Here’s a song that reviews the lesson about the worldview versus the Biblical view upon things.  Listen closely as the worship team talks about a heart that is spoken for, one dedicated to the Almighty God.

Recorded by MercyMe

Song Lyrics:
Take this world from me

I don't need it anymore

I am finally free

My heart is spoken for

Oh and I praise you

Oh and I worship you...

CHORUS:

Covered by your love divine

Child of the risen Lord

To hear you say "This one's mine"

My heart is spoken for

Now I have a peace

I've never known before

I find myself complete

My heart is spoken for

Oh and I praise you

Oh and I worship you...

CHORUS:

Covered by your love divine

Child of the risen Lord

To hear you say "This one's mine"

My heart is spoken for

By the power of the cross

You've taken what was lost

And made it fully yours

And I have been redeemed 

By you that spoke to me

Now I am spoken for

CHORUS:

Covered by your love divine

Child of the risen Lord

To hear you say "This one's mine"

My heart is spoken for

Take this world from me

Don't need it anymore...

© 2002 Word Music

Sacrificial Hymn – “I Am Your Beloved”
Instead of having to give God animal sacrifices, as we read about with King Hezekiah, Christ has already made the greatest sacrifice of all – taking on our sin to let us live a life in freedom.  In essence, we become living sacrifices to God, dying to our old self and living for the new.  Let’s turn to Romans 12 to read more about this.  Now let’s listen to a youth group from California perform an example of a sacrificial hymn.

Recorded River of Life Youth Worship Team

Song Lyrics:
Lord it was You who

Created the heavens

Lord it was Your hand

That put the stars in their place

Lord it is Your voice

That commands the morning

Even oceans and their waves

Bow at Your feet

Lord who am I 

Compared to Your glory, Oh Lord

Lord who am I

Compared to Your majesty

I am Your beloved Your creation

And You love me as I am

You have called me chosen for Your kingdom

Unashamed to call me Your own

I am Your beloved

© 1996 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing
Praise – “Famous One”

After we pledge our allegiance to God, our devotion to follow through on His will, and allow ourselves to be living sacrifices for God’s kingdom, there’s usually some happy music.  This is usually heard (and maybe even seen!) in the form of praise.  Remember when Gideon won his battle with his mere handful of 300 men?  Or when Joshua and the people of Israel struck down Jericho?  Or perhaps when King Hezekiah and the people gathered and reestablished the service in the temple of the Lord?  The people sang praises and worshipped God with a passion, fervor to thank Him, to acknowledge Him for all He is.  The moment you come to respect God and honor His presence is the moment true praise will flow from your lips.

Recorded by Chris Tomlin

Song Lyrics:

Intro:

You are the Lord

The famous one

Famous one

Great is your name

In all the earth

The heavens declare 

You're glorious, glorious

Great is your fame

Beyond the earth

Verse 1:

And for all you've done 

And yet to do

With every breath 

I'm praising you

Desire of nations

And every heart

You alone are God

You alone are God

Chorus:

You are the Lord

The famous one

The famous one

Great is your name 

In all the earth

The heavens declare 

You're glorious, glorious

Great is your fame

Beyond the earth

Verse 2:

The morning star

Is shining through

And every eye

Is watching you

Revealed by nature

And miracles

You are beautiful

You are beautiful

© 2002 Sparrow Records

Celebration – “Not to Us”

So after all this worshipping and praising God for the things He’s done, the performance winds down, the congregation usually is expecting a big ending.  What do people usually do after they have a successful performance?  They party!  That’s what the celebration part of worship is…it’s like a wonderful party.  It’s not just praise, it’s more fun and joyous…a time to celebrate God’s kingdom and all who are in it.

Recorded by Chris Tomlin

Song Lyrics:
The cross before me the world behind

No turning back

Raise the banner high

It's not for me

It's all for You

Let the heavens shake and split the sky

Let the people clap their hands and cry

It's not for us

It's all for You

CHORUS:

Not to us

but to Your name be the glory

Not to us

but to Your name be the glory

Our hearts unfold before Your throne

The only place for those who know

It's not for us

It's all for You

Send Your holy fire on this offering

Let our worship burn for the world to see

It's not for us

It's all for You (echo)

CHORUS

The earth is shaking

The mountains shouting

It's all for You

The waves are crashing

The sun is raging

It's all for You

The universe is spinning and singing

It's all for You

Your children dancing

Dancing

Dancing

It's all for You (echo)

My all for You (echo)

© 2002 Sparrow Records

Total Estimated Time: 30-90 Minutes

Total Bible Time: 15-25 Minutes
Song Times:

Total Time ( ) – may be shortened when necessary

Father I Adore You ( )

Words and Music by Terrye Coelho
The Wonderful Cross ( )

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

The Power of Your Love ( )
Recorded by the Hillsong Church Worship Team

Enough ( )


Recorded by Chris Tomlin

I Could Sing of Your

Words and Music by Martin Smith
Love Forever ( )
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