WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

Reflection and Renewal Worship


Welcome – “Father I Adore You”

Words and Music by Terrye Coelho

Song Lyrics:
Father, I adore You 

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Jesus I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Spirit I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You
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Taking Time to Smell the Spiritual Roses

How often do you slow down in life and take a long hard look at what God has done and continues to do in your life?  Many people are caught up in the world, a world that tells you that you should do whatever it takes to reach the top, to push yourself beyond your limits to the point where everything is a competition and if you’re not #1 then something’s wrong.  Even Christians are often caught up in the hype, especially prevalent in schoolwork – unless you get that "A" or the top position in the class, the pursuit to get an honors diploma, getting all you can out of what you do.

It’s become so commonplace to rush everything, to quickly turn a profit or to meet that deadline.  However, people aren’t taking the time to renew themselves, to connect to the people around them, or to listen to God.

In Mexico, and many other Spanish-speaking countries, the idea of the afternoon siesta still exists in certain parts of the country.  What is it?  Tradition holds that after a large supper (lunch for those of you who don’t understand), instead of rushing back to work in the scorching heat, they would lie down in the shade and take a brief rest, a nap if you will.  After a few hours, the heat would melt away and the people, now well rested and happy after a good supper, would approach the rest of the day with more earnest, more dedication, and a more cheerful attitude.

Sometimes, we need a spiritual siesta in our walk with God.  The world has a way of placing deadlines in our schedules, ideas of making more money and power in our heads, and other things that basically keep us from God and continually moving in this world without realizing what path we're on.  We need time to slow down to smell the spiritual roses, to let God’s aroma, His very presence reign in our lives again.  We need a spiritual siesta to slow our lives down so that we can renew our spirit, restore our hearts to the proper place, and to open our minds to God’s will upon each of our lives.

So take a look at your own life.  Is it a whirlwind of activity where Christ every now and then makes an appearance?  Or do you take a siesta everyday to refocus your priorities in life?

Majesty, Sanctuary, Grace, and Praise – Bible Reading

Let’s take a look in the book of Psalms.  Let’s look at certain verses of one of David’s psalms, especially the one after the Lord delivered him from Saul and other enemies – Psalm 18:1-3, 7-19, 25-36, 46-50…

Majesty – verses 7-15

Sanctuary – verses 1-3, 30-36

Grace/Provision – verses 16-19, 25-29

Praise – verses 46-50

Reflecting Upon the Majesty of God (Psalms 8:7-15)

Last week we talked about the throne of God and how the Bible describes it in Revelation 4.  But how often do you truly take some time in life to just look around you and reflect upon the great majesty of our Lord and Savior?

It is said that on a quiet night some time ago in the Mediterranean region that Napoleon walked by some of his officers.  Being the clear and star-lit night it was, the officers were discussing and mocking the idea of God.  Napoleon stopped in front of them, bringing them to attention.  He swept his hand towards the stars.  He said “Gentlemen, you must get rid of those first!  For no other reason than those lights up there, I am convinced that there is a God.”

Now Napoleon’s folly was that while he believe in God, he didn’t pay much heed to God’s will or take the time to really understand God.  Many people in today’s world have the same problem.  They believe in God (or an “omnipotent being”), but they don’t understand or care to fathom the greatness or the deepness of our Heavenly Father.

How about you?  Do you just look around you every so often and say, I know God exists because of everything around me?  Or do you take time to reflect upon the majesty of God, the simple complexity of His grace and mercy?  How can you help others see God in a new perspective? 

Worship Song Devotional #10 – “The Wonderful Cross”

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

Song Lyrics:
When I survey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of Glory died

My richest gain I count but lost

And pour contempt on all my pride

See from His head His hands His feet

Sorrow and love flow mingled down

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet

Or thorns compose so rich a crown

CHORUS:

Oh the wonderful cross

Oh the wonderful cross

Bids me come and die and find

That I may truly live

Oh the wonderful cross

Oh the wonderful cross

All who gather here

By grace draw near

And bless your name

Were the whole realm of nature mine

That were and offering far too small

Love so amazing so divine

Demands my soul my life my all
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Sanctuary (Psalms 8:1-3, 30-36)

Most state parks and national forests have special areas marked as sanctuaries these days.  Sometimes zoos have areas labeled a certain animal’s sanctuary.  In these places there is protection from the rest of the world and whatever may try to capture or hurt them.  So what about Christians?  Is there a sanctuary they can go to in order to take solace from the world?

The first thought that usually jumps to mind is the church.  And while it is a good answer, what exactly is the church?  God’s sanctuary has been described in the Bible as a fortress, a shepherd watching His sheep, a Holy city, the Rock, or beneath the shadow of His wings.  How would you describe God’s sanctuary to you?  How and why would you go to it?

What can you get out of being in the sanctuary?  What can you become by it?

Worship Song Devotional #11 – “The Power of Your Love”

Recorded by the Hillsong Worship Team

Song Lyrics:
Lord I come to You

Let my heart be changed, renewed

Flowing from the grace

That I found in You.

And Lord I've come to know

The weaknesses I see in me

Will be stripped away

By the power of Your love.

Hold me close

Let Your love surround me

Bring me near

Draw me to Your side.

And as I wait

I'll rise up like the eagle

And I will soar with You

Your Spirit leads me on

In the power of Your love.

Lord unveil my eyes

Let me see You face to face

The knowledge of Your love

As You live in me.

Lord renew my mind

As Your will unfolds in my life

In living every day

In the power of Your love.
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The Christian Energizer Bunny (Psalms 8:16-19, 25-29)

Remember those Energizer bunny commercials with the bunny with the drum that keeps going and going and going?  Where in the world does that energy come from?  Well, for starters, Energizer would like you to think that it’s from the batteries (but what about caffeine?).

Look around you today and see how many people look like that.  A lot?  A few?  Anyone at all?  And if you do, what keeps them going?  What motivates them to continue on their pace?

Here’s a story to illustrate the idea of grace and provision:

Dr. D. I. Vanderpool, general superintendent of the Nazarene Church, was in Samoa on a mission for his denomination when he was made the recipient of what is known as a “Fine mat” and was told that it would get him anything he needed in that land. 

Manuma, a native chief and a grandson of the Samoan ruler who years ago turned over the land of Samoa to the United States, made the presentation. “This will get you anything you need here in our country,” Manuma, a retired Navy officer, said. “If you had a house and it was mortgaged for a thousand dollars, this mat would be accepted as a release from the debt. If you were in jail, it would set you free. If you were sentenced to die, this mat, which is 174 years old and is a companion to the one on which Princess Elizabeth stood when she visited us and spoke to our people, would set you free from the death sentence. It will meet any need you might have in this land.”

So think about it real quick.  Aren’t we provided the something even greater than the “Fine mat”?!  The gift of salvation – Christ’s very blood at Calvary – to set us free from sin to live life to its fullest while God provides the tools for our ministry.  No longer shackled to this world and all the debts it enforces upon us, but to be able to pass go and take a free ride!  So let me ask you this, what is so amazing about grace?  What are some ways you have seen God provide in your lives, not your parents, not your elders, but in your lives?

So back to the original question, what keeps people going?  Why, it is nothing less than the grace and provision of God.
Worship Song Devotional #12 – “Enough”

Recorded by Chris Tomlin

Song Lyrics:
All of You is more than enough for all of me

For every thirst and every need

You satisfy me with Your love

And all I have in You is more than enough

You are my supply

My breath of life

And still more awesome than I know

You are my reward

worth living for

And still more awesome than I know

All of You is more than enough for all of me

For every thirst and every need

You satisfy me with Your love

And all I have in You is more than enough

You’re my sacrifice 

Of greatest price 

And still more awesome than I know 

You’re the coming King 

You are everything 

And still more awesome than I know 

More than all I want

More than all I need

You are more than enough for me

More than all I know

More than all I can say

You are more than enough for me
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Conclusion (Psalms 8:46-50)
“I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”

[Review all material and take final questions]


Words and Music by Martin Smith

Song Lyrics:
Over the mountains and the sea,
Your river runs with love for me,
and I will open up my heart
and let the Healer set me free.
I'm happy to be in the truth,
and I will daily lift my hands:
for I will always sing of when
Your love came down. [Yeah!]

I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever,
I could sing of Your love forever. [Repeat]

Oh, I feel like dancing -
it's foolishness I know;
but, when the world has seen the light,
they will dance with joy,
like we're dancing now.
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Total Estimated Time: 30-90 Minutes

Total Bible Time: 15-25 Minutes
Song Times:

Total Time ( ) – may be shortened when necessary

Father I Adore You ( )

Words and Music by Terrye Coelho
The Wonderful Cross ( )

Recorded by Michael W. Smith

The Power of Your Love ( )
Recorded by the Hillsong Church Worship Team

Enough ( )


Recorded by Chris Tomlin

I Could Sing of Your

Words and Music by Martin Smith
Love Forever ( )
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