WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

Coming Before God’s Presence


Welcome – “Refiner’s Fire”

Words and Music by Brian Doerksen

Song Lyrics:
Purify my heart

let me be as gold and precious silver

Purify my heart,

let me be as gold, pure gold

CHORUS:

Refiner's fire

My heart's one desire

is to be holy

set apart for You Lord.

I choose to be holy

set apart for you my master,

ready to do your will.

Purify my heart,

cleanse me from within and make me holy.

Purify my heart,

cleanse me from my sin, deep within

©1990 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing
The Presence of God

What do people mean when they say that every Christian should enter the presence of God every day with devotionals?  When you go to church, why do people say you’re entering into the presence of God?  And pertaining to this lesson series, what does it mean to come into the presence of God in worship?

Well, to be able to answer these questions, we have to understand and come to respect God’s presence for what it is – something gentle, something majestic, something powerful, something holy, something pure, something too great for words alone…but let’s give it a shot with God’s Word…

Throne in Heaven

So what can we expect it to appear in heaven?  Well, by taking a look by how the Bible describe it, we can get a sense of the awe and majesty surrounding the throne of God.  And from this, we can get a glimpse of just how God’s presence should feel in our lives.

Let’s take a look at Revelation 4.

What image of the throne can we see?  How does the presence of God cause the elders to act?  What other examples of God’s presence can we find in the OT?  How about the NT?

The Novel of Life – Applying It All

The Old Testament portrayed what priests (and only the High Priests mind you) before Christ had to simply do just to enter into God’s presence.  They risked death just to give God a sacrifice or to receive His commands.  The Bible even records High Priests who died while on duty (Leviticus 10).  Now take a look at what you’ve been given through God’s sacrifice at Calvary.

The gift of salvation – something so awesome, so amazing, so powerful – is more than a gift, it is a blessing, a privilege, a signal of God’s grace even greater than the rainbow shown to Noah after the flood.  Let’s take a look at moments when Christ took on our sin:

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth shook and the rocks split.  The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God! ”  (Matthew 27:51-54)

Instead of taking time to painstakingly and meticulously prepare ourselves to enter into His presence, we can just speak to Him.   We can just speak to God!  Instead of fearing death, we can rush forward and embrace God’s presence!!!  Isn’t that exciting, isn’t that so heartwarming?  Does that not move your heart, make your soul sing praises, and turn your eyes toward the heavens (and perhaps a tear or two)?!!

And one day, we have the blessed opportunity to see God face-to-face – FACE-to-FACE!!  We get to come before the throne of God, to bow and worship Him, the Lamb who sits upon the throne.  Will you have a crown to lay at Jesus’ feet?  What will your crown bear – the spoils of the world or the riches of heavens, the jewels of ministry, the warm rubies of faith?

The great novel of life has a beginning.  We have the introduction, and we’ve completed the first few chapters.  How it ends, we know.  How will you, the author of your life, fill in the rest?

Conclusion/Worship Song Devotional #9 – “King of Majesty”

Recorded by Hillsong Church Worship Band & Choir

Song Lyrics:
You know that,

I love you,

You know that,

I want to know you so much more,

More than I have before

These words are,

From my heart,

These words are,

Not made up,

I will live for you,

I am devoted to you,

PRE-CHORUS:

King of Majesty

I have one desire

Just to be with you my Lord,

Just to be with you my Lord,

CHORUS:

Jesus you are the Saviour of my soul

And forever and ever I'll give my praises to you,

Jesus you are the Saviour of my soul

And forever and ever I'll give my praises to you,

BRIDGE:

Jesus you are the Saviour of my soul(echo)

And forever and ever I'll give my praises to you(echo)
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Total Estimated Time: 30-45 Minutes

Total Bible Time: 15-25 Minutes
Song Times:

Total Time (8:26) – may be shortened when necessary

Refiner’s Fire (4:05)

King of Majesty (4:21)
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