WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

Diving In


Welcome – “Dive”

Recorded by Steven Curtis Chapman

Song Lyrics:
The long awaited rains 
Have fallen hard upon the thirsty ground 
And carved their way to where 
The wild and rushing river can be found 
And like the rains 
I have been carried here to where the river flows, yeah 
My heart is racing and my knees are weak 
As I walk to the edge 
I know there is no turning back 
Once my feet have left the ledge 
And in the rush I hear a voice 
That's telling me it's time to take the leap of faith 
So here I go 

I'm diving in, I'm going deep in over my head, I want to be 
Caught in the rush, lost in the flow, in over my head, I want to go 
The river's deep, the river's wide, the river's water is alive 
So sink or swim, I'm diving in 

There is a supernatural power 
In this mighty river's flow 
It can bring the dead to life 
And it can fill an empty soul 
And give a heart the only thing 
Worth living and worth dying for, yeah 
But we will never know the awesome power 
Of the grace of God 
Until we let ourselves get swept away 
Into this holy flood 
So if you'll take my hand 
We'll close our eyes and count to three 
And take the leap of faith 
Come on let's go
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I’ve Never Swam in a River Before and You Expect Me to Now?

Most people of this generation have never swum in the river.  A pool perhaps, maybe in the ocean, and every now and then in the lake; but these days, most people don’t dive into the closest river or creek.  So why in the world am I asking you to jump into a river?  

Here are some thoughts to be pondering as we go through this Sunday school lesson: What type of water are we talking about?  Where is the river?  How does this week’s lesson relate to last week’s?

With that much said, let’s dive in…

Identifying the Need

Let’s take a look at Psalms 42.  There have been many worship songs and hymns written because of the inspiration and insight the psalmist(s) provides in these verses.  First, we look at the first verse and see where one of the most famous hymns came from.  In this first verse, the psalmist compares himself to the deer (strange?  perhaps).  Just as a deer needs to drink water to survive, David realizes his soul needs something to keep itself sustained as well.  What point can we derive from this verse?  Point #1 is that we have to identify the need for our soul just as a person who can’t swim realizes that without a flotation device, he or she will drown.  We continue to read until we get to verses 5 and 6.  There is a cry for the Lord.  Point #2 is that we have to realize without the source to fill the void in our souls, we are left in anguish.  But coming full circle, we get to the last verse.  In it, the psalmist gives the glimpse of hope within all of it.  Why?  Because, Point #3, he has faith in God.
Worship Song Analysis #6 – “As the Deer”

Recorded by Buddy Owens

Song Lyrics:
As the deer panteth for the water
So my soul longeth after thee
You alone are my hearts desire
And I long to worship thee

Chorus:
You alone are my strength my shield
To You alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my hearts desire
And I long to worship thee

You're my friend and You are my brother,
Even though you are a king.
I love you more thank any other,
So much more than anything.

I want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy Giver,
And the apple of my eye.

© 1984 Marantha! Music

Close your eyes and picture the deer.  Picture the type of river this deer will go to for a drink of water.  Something crystal clear, something refreshing, something soul-stirring.  How many of you long for that type of river?  How many of you can become like that river?

Finding the Source

What do people do when they realize they are in trouble?  The immediately look for a way to get out of trouble.  For those who are hungry, they find a source of food.  For those who are thirsty, they find a source of water.  So just as our soul thirsts for something, looking for something to fill the void, we need to identify the source.

Point #4, we find the source in John 4:9-14.  Jesus claims to have a water that whoever drinks from it will never thirst again.  Now put yourself in the shoes of the Samaritan Jesus is with.  She must be thinking, “What in the world are you talking about?  The sun is beating down on me and it’s the hottest time of day and you’re telling me that there’s everlasting water?  I’m all for it, but I think you’ve have a little too much sun.  I mean, I have a bucket and a rope to draw the water with from this super-deep well yet all you have are dusty sandals, your clothes, and your own two hands.  And you’re telling me there’s water that’s deeper than this well?”

To which Jesus replies, “Yeah, and you get it from me, not from any well in the world, not from any water source, it’s all from me.”  Can you see who the source is that we need to fill that gap to fulfill that thirst in our soul?

Drinking in the Water

So if you know your soul thirsts, that without some water it’ll deteriorate, and that you need faith…and now that you know of the source, what could possibly be the next logical step?  Point #5 – you need to be willing to drink.  Let’s read about the river of life in Revelation 22:1-5 (cross reference to Ezekiel 47:1-12).

Now let’s try to picture this spiritual river in a physical sense.  Take the Everglades for example.  How many of you have been to the Everglades?  During the spring?  During the summer?  The Everglades during the summer months, when there is a shortage of rainfall, is mainly a lot of trees and wild grasses – it sort of looks like the rough at this weekend’s British Open.  Tall, wavy, and thick patches of wild grass.  Yet during the spring seasons, or even during the tropical storm season, it all becomes flooded.  Miles wide and even more miles long, it becomes one of the largest flowing rivers in the world.  It isn’t a lake, it isn’t the ocean, it becomes a huge river that it provides a salve to the thirst of the plants and animals.

Now how many of you understand ocean currents?  Perhaps some of you have seen the movie Finding Nemo?  In it, animators have visually depicted an ocean current, one that’s thrilling, exhilarating even.  It’s also seen as relaxing as the fishies can just jump into the current and glide along to their destination.

Now combine the idea of the Everglades with the ocean current of Finding Nemo.  Now add in the crisp clean waters of a Canadian spring, fresh from the mountains, pure beyond imagination.  You get a visual depiction of the river of life, teeming with a smorgasbord (fun word isn’t it?) of fish, with 12 trees on each side of the river, flowing with fruit, perhaps even some found in Galatians 5:22-23.

So what kind of river can be found in our lives today?  Jesus sure isn’t around walking about performing miracles, yet the Holy Spirit is, and it flows within us.

 
Worship Song Analysis #7 – “It is Well With My Soul / The River’s Gonna Keep On Rolling On” 

Recorded by Amy Grant

Song Lyrics:

When peace like a river attendeth my soul
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well with my soul...
~
You can tell someone you love 'em
From the bottom of your heart
And believe that it's the truest thing you've known
And even if you never break the promises you make
The river's gonna keep on rolling on

And if you haven't got a dollar
Not a penny to your name
Somebody's gonna miss you when you're gone
And even if you never find
Just A Little Peace of Mind
The river's gonna keep on rolling on

Keep on rollin' to the ocean
Keep on rollin' to the sea
Keep on rollin' 'till the love we need
Washes over you and me

God's love is like a river
At every turn and every bend
And faith in Him will turn your heart around
'Cause even though we sin,
There's forgiveness in the end
And the river's gonna keep on rollin' on

Keep on rollin' to the ocean
Keep on rollin' to the sea
Keep on rollin' 'till the love we need
Washes over you and me
Keep on rollin' 'till the love we need
Washes over you and me...
~
It is well with my soul
It is well, it is well, with my soul.
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What is so poignant about the title of the song and how it applies to the rest of the lyrics?  Do you understand the importance of the river?  What impression does this song leave on you?

Application

Look at John 7:37-39.  Jesus doesn’t tell us to sit around and enjoy the flowing water.  He wants it to not only dwell within us, but to flow from within us as well.  So let’s compare this to last week’s lesson.  Remember when I told you all that just snacking on the Word and just merely whetting your spiritual appetite is doing injustice to your soul?  That the feast is before you and that you should eat ALL of it, not just parts?  The same idea goes with the water from the river of life.  Drink and keep drinking.  How can we possibly have streams of living water flow from within us unless we are willing to continue feed the flow?  We are merely streams from the river – don’t dry up the flow, don’t build a dam to stop the flow, don’t begin to take your source from this world or another influence!  Keep taking in more of God’s daily bread and living water in order to give these to others as well.

Action

Besides just applying the lesson to our lives, let’s also be willing to act.  Read Matthew 4:18-22.  Jesus doesn’t tell us to sit on our own boat and paddle about in the crystal clear waters of the river of life.  No, He wants us to branch out to the pools of water where people need to be saved from.  He wants us to figuratively fish for these men, provide them the streams of living water, and put them into the river of life.  It is a cycle that keeps on going throughout time.  Won’t you become part of it?

Conclusion – “Gather at the River”

So let’s review:

Point #1 – We need to identify that our soul has a void and needs to be filled

Point #2 – We need to know that unless we fill the void, our soul may “deteriorate”

Point #3 – We need to have faith and believe in a source

Point #4 – We have to identify the source that will fill our spiritual void

Point #5 – We need to be willing to drink from the river of life

Point #6 – We need to apply the idea of taking in spiritual water into our lives

Point #7 – We must be willing to go forth and share the living water

Recorded by Point of Grace

Song Lyrics:
Sometimes we don't see eye to eye
We don't agree, we don't know why
But Jesus prayed that we'd be one
So for the sake of God's own Son
Can we put away our differences
Lay down our pride
I think it's time we start turning the tide

Chorus:
Shall we gather at the river of forgiveness
Come together at the waters of love
Flowing like a fountain from the mercy Giver
Shall we gather at the river

We have all made enemies of
The ones we're call by Christ to love
But there's redemption at the riverside
The water's deep, the water's wide
It can wash away our bitterness
The current is strong
I think we've been out in the desert too long

Chorus

We can wade into the middle
Where the healing waters flow
It only takes a little
To heal a wounded soul
It will only bring us closer
Than we've ever been before
This is just what Jesus was praying for

Chorus
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Total Estimated Time: 45-90 Minutes

Total Bible Time: 25-30 Minutes
Song Times:

Total Time (16:21) – may be shortened when necessary

Dive (3:59)

Recorded by Steven Curtis Chapman

As the Deer (4:08)
Recorded by Buddy Owens

Well / River (4:53)
Recorded by Amy Grant

Gather at the River 
Recorded by Point of Grace
(3:21)
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