Signs of the Times

Thou wilt not find folk who believe in Allah and the Last Day loving those who oppose Allah and His messenger, even though they be their fathers or their sons or their brethren or their clan.  As for such, He hath written faith upon their hearts and hath strengthened them with a Spirit from Him, and He will bring them into Gardens underneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide.  Allah is well pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him.  They are Allah's party. Lo! Is it not Allah's party who are the successful?  - Al-Qur’an 58:22


From the beginning of time, one of man’s greatest ambitions has been to know the future.  Savants (men of learning), foretellers and astrologers have tried to predict the things to come, and when inspired by Allah (God), have done so with amazing accuracy.  But no-where are so many astounding fulfilled prophecies found as if in the Holy Books.


In addition to prophecies already fulfilled, there are also many predictions about the final period of World history, commonly referred to as the Last Days.  Specifically, this refers to the Times immediately preceding the appearance of Imam Mehdi (12th Imam from the generation of Muhammad sal – The Ending Prophet) and descent of Jesus (ascended alive), as spoken of in Al-Qur’an and Ahadees (Muhammad’s predictions) as well as in The Christian’s Bible:


Await they aught save the Hour that it should come upon them unawares?  And the beginnings thereof have already come.  But how, when it hath come upon them, can they take their warning? – Al-Qur’an 47:18

The hour drew nigh and the moon was rent in twain (two pieces) –           Al-Qur’an 54:1

History speaks for that when asked, Muhammad sal (The Ending Prophet) miraculously divided the moon into two pieces and this is considered one of the Signs of the Times – Last Days.

Undeniably, Muhammad sal (The Ending Prophet) is the first and foremost sign of fast approaching the Day of Judgment (Mishkat Sharif – 3/5277/5) and that Jesus, too:

i. Hazrat Jabar (raz) states that  Rasulullah (sal) firms up:

"A Company of my Followers will constantly wage religious war for the Truth and WILL KEEP ON GETTING THE 'UPPER HAND' till the Day of Resurrection.  The Jesus, the Son of Mary, will descend (from heavens) and the Leader (Ameer of my Followers) will ask him:

'COME! LEAD US TO SAY PRAYER! Jesus will answer, "I shall not lead (for Prayer) because some of you are 'Ameer and Imam' (Leaders) over the others, (and that) Allah treats this 'Ummat" (Muhammadans) of (extreme) greatness and exaltation". (Muslim - 3/5271/3).

ii. Hazrat Abu Hurarah (raz) states that Rasulullah (sal) firms up:


"(Swear) by That in Whose  hands  my life is that very shortly in your 'Religion' and 'Faith', the son 
of Mary will
descend (from heaven),


WHO
will be the 'Just Ruler' (of the day), and


WHO
will break down the CROSS (saleeb), (and)


WHO
will kill the SWINE, (and)


WWHO
Will cancel the CAPITATION TAX


(that is, NO Capitation Tax will be acceptable and 
instead 'Acceptance of Islam' will remain the only Alternative), (and)


WHO
will cause an increase in the WEALTH



(that is, Wealth will be in abundance in his          

regime) to the extent that no one will be 



desirous of it.

And only a single 'Act of Prostration' will become invaluable over the whole of world  or any other thing in the Earth.

Afterwards, Hazrat Abu Hurarah (raz) added:

(If you have any shadow of doubt in it), Read out this verse: Wa Inm-min Ahlil-kitabi Illaa Yumi-nunna Bihee Qabla Ma'utihee!' (There is not one of the People of the Scripture but will believe in him (Jesus) before his death)." - 4:159 (Bukhari & Muslim - 3/5269/1).

iii. Hazrat Abdullah Bin Umroo (raz) states that Rasulullah (sal) firms up:

"Jesus, the Son of Mary (Maryam) will descend (from heavens), will take a wife, and will have children.  He will live in the world for 45 years, then he will die and will be buried in my grave.  (On the Great Day) I and Jesus, the Son of Mary (Maryam) will rise from the same grave - between Abu Baker (raz) and Umar (raz)'. - (Kitab-ul-Wafa'a - 3/5272/4).


And lo! Verily there is (Jesus) knowledge of the Hour. So doubt ye not concerning it, but follow me (Muhammad sal).  This is the right path. – Al-Qur’an 43:61


And his (Jesus’s) disciples came to him and asked him  …. What will be the signs of your coming and of the end of the World – Matthew 24:3


Many of the prophecies about the “End Time” are yet to be fulfilled, but a number of impressive predictions have been or are being fulfilled today, and taken together; provide astounding proof that we are living in the final years before Imam Mehdi and Jesus’ descent to establish Allah’s (God’s) Kingdom on earth.  In this first of a series of article, we are going to examine just a few of the numerous “Signs of the Times” regarding conditions and events in the World today s foreseen thousands of years ago.


By the way, the  'SNOW-FALL' on Israeli soil (a part of ME deserts), followed by the 3 meters 'SNOW-FALL' on Friday, the 3rd January, 1992, for 3 days running, on Saudi Arabia's northwest mountain region of Tabuk, south of Jordan, dropping down the temperature below freezing point (and thus promising flow of STREAMS and, in turn, FERTILIZATION of Arabian deserts in the near future) as well as the hem-stitch SMOKE, over-casting ME deserts  for about 40 days during the Gulf War (maybe in future, too), undeniably, testify the veracity of the following prophecies made by Muhammad (sal), The Ending Prophet and Messenger of Allah (God), 1400 years ago:

i. "The Day of Judgement shall not come unless and until Arabian soil  (deserts) does become 'FERTILIZED - GREEN' and  'FRUITFUL', and that (unless and until) it does 
become (the soil) of 'STREAMS'". - Muslim 3/5204/4 - Hazrat Abu Hurarah raz quotes)

ii. The Day of Judgement shall not come unless and until (you) do see (hem-stitch)  'SMOKE' (overcasting from East to West for 40 Days) - Muslim 3/5228/1 - One of the 10 prophecies Hazrat Hazeefa raz quotes)

iii. Before the appearance of (these) six predictions (you) come  forward  towards  good  deeds,  i.e.(hem-stitch) 'SMOKE' - Muslim 3/5229/2 - One of the SIX prophecies Hazrat Abu Hurarah raz quotes)

WARS
You will her of wars and rumors of wars …  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. – Matthew 24:7

Few of relevant extracts of the predictions of Muhammad (sal) are:

The Day of Judgment will not occur unless and until two big groups (may be Shi’its and Sunny) do fight against each other and both groups will claim to be Muslims …. The Day of Judgment will not occur unless and until cunning, mischievous and cheaters are born … The Day of Judgment will not occur unless and until homicide becomes very common etc etc.

The Day of Judgement shall not come unless and until the Muslims do wage war against Jews.  So, the Muslims will kill Jews to such an extent that Jews will seek asylum behind the stones (rocks) or behind the trees.  And the stones (rocks) will alarm:  O Muslims!  O Peoples of Allah (God): Come here.  The Jew is hiding behind me - Kill him.  But (only one tree) 'GHARQAT' (will not alarm), because that (Gharqat) is Jews Tree". – Hazrat Abu Hurarah Muslim: 3/5175/1 & 3/5178/4.


Obviously, the world has never been completely free from war.  But never has it been on such a scale as in the 20th century, where for the first time, universal war was waged in both World War-I and World War-II.


The death toll caused by war has also never been higher.  Since WW-2 there have been over 149 major wars with at least 1,000 deaths a year in total killing over 23 million people and wounding 60 million more!  In Cambodia alone three million people have died since 1970 in the bloody conflict for control of that country.  More bloodletting in the latest “killing fields” of Bosnia, Rwanda, and Chechnya have claimed nearly half a million lives, mostly innocent civilians.


According to a 1993 report by the UN High Commission for Refugees, at least one out of every 125 people in the world has been forced out of his or her normal life and home by civil war, persecution or violence.  And despite promises of peace with the end of the Cold War, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute reports that in 1992, 30 major armed conflicts raged around the globe, and war casualties were the highest in 17 years.


The threat of destruction of our planet through nuclear war is also without precedent, and despite the arms race supposedly being over, this threat has not diminished to any great extent.  Washington-based World Priorities Inc. reports that there were an estimated 26,700 active warheads in the inventories of the U.S., Russia, Britain, France and China in mid-1993.  Iraq and North Korea were caught with covert nuclear programmes, while other developing nations are report to possess nuclear capabilities – whereas Pakistan also has become a nuclear power.


The expenditures on war have also never been greater in history.  The Peace Research Institute reports that world military expenditures usually average between $900 billion and $ 1 trillion a year.  To put this in perspective, more than 10 million children will have died from illness and mal-nutrition by the end of the 1990s.  It would only cost $2.5 billion a year to prevent half of those deaths – and that is how much the world spends on arms every 24 hours!!I
FOOD AND WATER SHORTAGES
There will be famines and pestilences ….Matthew 24:7


“Drought does more economic damage and harms more people world-wide than any other natural hazard!”  says the International Red Cross.  At any given time now, up to one firth of the world’s land mass is gripped by severe droughts.  In Africa at least 55 million people were affected by drought during the last decade.  Ethiopia alone, one million people died during the 1984-85 famine.


The situation is getting worse.  Sub-Saharan Africa is on the verge of dropping into the abyss (deep hole) of famine again due to war, drought and pestilence (epidemic), with an estimated 20 million people at risk of starving.  In 1994, worsening conditions created what the U.N. Food & Agriculture Organization calls “exceptional food emergencies” in 15 of the continent’s 47 countries, and statistics show that almost a third of all African children under the age of five are under-nourished.


In 1994, China faced “the drought of the century” in it’s northern provinces, threatening over 10 million acres of wheat and leaving 5.8 million people with shortages of drinking water.

Worldwide, about 4 million people die each year of starvation, or 30 every minute!  The World Health Organization estimates that two thirds of the world is underfed or starving.  Even in the United States, an estimated 12 million children are undernourished.


More famines to come?  For whatever reasons, the world’s weather is getting more violent.  Droughts, heat waves, floods, hurricanes and typhoons wreak more destruction than ever around the world, leaving thousands dead and economies in shambles (mess).  In just the six years between 1988 and 1993, the U.S.A. suffered seven of the worst weather-related disasters in its history, with total estimated damage / costs of $93.3 billion.


Both shortages of food and water may be aggravated by the greenhouse (conservatory) effect, the gradual warming of the Earth’s atmosphere, which could trigger massive famines.  Ecologist Paul Ehrlich of Stanford University reports that if the Earth continues to heat up as a result of the greenhouse effect, computer-generated models show as many as four major famines can be expected in the next 20 years, each killing 100 to 200 million people.

EARTHQUAKES
There will be … earthquakes in various places … Matthew 24:7

So the earthquake seized them, and morning found them prostrate in their dwelling-place. Al-Qur’an 7:78


O Mankind! Fear your Lord.  Lo! the earthquake of the Hour (of Doom) is a tremendous thing. Al-Qur’an 22:1


But they denied him, and the dreadful earthquake took them, and morning found them prostrate in their dwelling-place. Al-Qur’an 29:37

Muhammad sal also predicted 1400s years ago that:


… The Day of Judgment will not occur unless and until a chain of earthquakes does effect … Hazrat Abu Hurarah Muslim: 3/5175/1
The 1994 Universal Almanac tells us that there were only 21 earthquakes of major strength between the years 1000 and 1800.  In the next 100 years, between 1800 and 1900, there were 118 major earthquakes  - nearly ten times as frequent! In the next 50 years, between 1900 and 1950, the rate quadrupled again: there were 33 major quakes, almost as many as the number in the preceding 1850 years!


Between 1950 and 1991 there were 93 major earthquakes, almost tripling the number of the previous half-century.  These disasters claimed the lives of 1.3 million people around the world.  In the 1980s alone, there were three times as many major quakes as in the entire 19th century.


The earth has been doing a whole lot of shaking.  The above figures include only the major earthquakes.  During the past 400 years, total earthquakes per century have also dramatically increased.  In the 16th century, for example, we find records of only 253 earthquakes, in the 18th – 640 quakes and during the 19th century – 2110 quakes.


And these quakes have certainly struck various places.  In the month of October 1993, major earthquakes (those registering over 5 on the Richter scale or causing a significant number of deaths) hit the following countries: India, Mexico, China, Peru, Japan Papua New Guinea, Azerbaijan, Nepal and the Philippines.  In a four-week period spanning parts of October and November 1993, Papua New Guinea endured more than 60 earthquakes and 2,700 tremors – two major quakes over 5.0 on the Richter scale each day.


In 994 and 1995, earthquakes seem to be striking with increased ferocity.  The earthquake, which hit Los Angeles on January 17, 1994, was not “the big one” which is expected, but it caused up to 20 billion dollars of damage.  Exactly one year latter, also on January 17, 1995, the Japanese port of Kobe was hit by one of the most devastating earthquakes in Japan’s history, killing over 5,000, injuring 26,000 and leaving 300,000 homeless.


Scientists predict that more major catastrophic quakes are inevitable.  In a January 1995 report, the Southern California Earthquake Center estimates that there is an 86 percent chance of the “big one” hitting Southern California by 2024.


The chain of earthquake all around the world during 2005 is also an alarm ‘TO GET THE TRUTH, BEFORE THE TRUTH GETS US’ -  The Day of Judgment 

It brings to mind the words, which Isaiah prophesied about the Last Days

‘The Foundations of the Earth do Shake.  The earth is … moved exceedingly.  The earth will reel to and fro like drunkard’ –

Isaiah 24:18-20.


When Earth is shaken with her (final) earthquake, Al-Qur’an 99:1.

Thus, I have every reason to believe that the Day of Judgment is fast approaching and we all must put, now, an edge on our social / religious activities in strict accordance with the Teachings of Islam – The Only True Religion.  All the Other Religions are the Defaced Form of Islam.

