"We have given thee SEVEN of the OFT-REPEATED, and 
The Great Qur'an (Al-Fatihah, The Opening)."  15:87

SURAH I (Al-Fatihah 1)


Al-Fatihah, "The Opening", or Fatihatu'l-Kitab, "The Opening of the Scripture" or Ummu'l-Qur'an, "The Essence of the Koran," as it is variously named, has been called the Lord's Prayer of the Muslims.


The date of revelation is uncertain, but the fact that it has always, from the very earliest times, formed a part of Muslim worship, there being no record or remembrance of its introduction or of public prayer without it, makes it clear that it was revealed before the fourth year of the Prophet's Mission (the tenth year before the Hijrah); because we know for certain that by that time regular congregational prayers were offered by the little group of Muslims in Makkah in that year, as the result of insult and attack 1, by the idolaters, the Prophet arranged for the services, which had till then been held out of doors, to take place in a private house.


This Surah is also often called Saba'an min al-Mathani, "Seven of the Oft-repeated" ("verses" being understood), S.XV, 87, words which are taken as referring to this Surah.2

1.
Ibn Hisham Sirah (Cairo Ed.) Part 1, p.88.

2.
See Noldeke, Geschichte des Qorans, Zweite Auflage, bearbeitet von Fr. Schwally, Part
I, pp.110.seg.

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: I have retained the word Allah throughout, because there is no corresponding word in English.  The word Allah (the stress is on the last syllable) has neither feminine nor plural, and has never been applied to anything other than the unimaginable Supreme Being.  I use the word "God" only where the corresponding word Allah is found in the Arabic.

The words in brackets are interpolated to explain the meaning.


I-The Opening (Al-Fatihah 1)

THE OPENING (vv.7)

Revealed at Makkah


In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

1:1
Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds,

1:2
The Beneficent, the Merciful.

1:3
Owner of the Day of Judgment,

1:4
Thee (alone) we worship; Thee (alone) we ask for help.

1:5
Show us the straight path,

1:6
The path of those whom Thou hast favoured;

1:7
Not (the path) of those who earn Thine anger nor of those who go astray.

Al-Fatihah, “Ummu'l-Qur'an, "The Essence of the Koran"
Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall (convert-Muslim) has translated “Ummu’l-Qur’an” as “The Essence of the Koran”.  As a matter of fact, the appropriate meaning of “Ummu’l-Qur’an” (Arabic Version) is “The Mother of the Koran” as is expressed in a very common saying: “Necessity is the Mother of Invention”.
Undeniably, the First Fundamental of Islam seven-sected La I-laha I-lla A-llah (There is no ILAH save Allah) and, in turn, the SEVEN verses of Al-Fatihah fall within the ambit of “Seven of the Oft-repeated” in general and as “The Great Qur’an (Al-Fatihah)” in particular (See Mishkat Sharif 1/2016/10 Bukhari; 1/2039/33 Tirmizi-Darmi and 1/2022/16 Muslim).  Thus the real translation to my nitwit appears to be as:
“We have given thee SEVEN (number) of the OFT-REPEATED,

  and the Great Qur’an (Al-Fatihah – The Opening)” – 15:87
The Reader may visit my website “www.geocities.com/osamawithpen_notsword/” and study intuitional contribution entitled “1-seven-of-the-oft-repeated” with materialistic and spiritual references to witness the appropriate meaning of the verse 15:87.
“Ummu’l-Qur’an” (Arabic Version) - “The Mother of the Koran”
The First Fundamental of Islam is seven-sected La I-laha I-lla A-llah (There is no ILAH save Allah).  Based on the total of series of this seven : 1+2+3+4+5+6+7 = 28 (7 x 4),  the Supreme Numerical Law Maker earmarked to frame Qur’anic Language with this    28  for Arabic Alphabets 8 (with dots) + 6 (without) 14 Sunny 8 (without apostrophes) : 6 (with apostrophes’) and 7 (with dots) + 7 (without) 14 Moony 8 (without apostrophes) :  6 (with apostrophes’) from the very Concept of Muhammad (sal), when Alphabetically ‘In the beginning there was nothing before Allah’ and Numerically ‘In the beginning there was nothing before Nineteen (A Pair of One the smallest and  Nine the BIGGEST)’, representing ‘One for the Oneness’ and ‘Nine for the BIGGEST’ Allah (God).
14 Sunny     : 
ta’(..) + sa’(…) + dal + zal(.) + ra’ + za’(.) + seen + sheen(…) + saud + 

    (Shamsi) : 
zuad(. ) + toa’+ zoa’(.) + lam + nun(.)  =  6’ : 8 or 6 : 8 Dotted (13 Dots)
14 Moony   :
Alif + ba’(.) + jeem(.) + ha’ + kha’(.) + aen +ghaen(.) + fa’(.) + qaf(..) +

     (Qamri)  :
kaf + meem + wao + ha’o + ya’(..)    = 6’ : 8 or 7 : 7 Dotted (09 Dots)
Al-Fatihah has been composed with the following 21 (3x7) Arabic alphabets:
10 Sunny     : 
ta’(..) + dal + zal(.) + ra’ + seen + saud + zuad(. ) + toa’ + lam + nun(.)

         :
3 dotted (..) : 3 apostrophed(‘) : 5 others  (ta’.. – dotted and apostrophed)
11 Moony    :
Alif + ba’(.) + ha’ + aen + ghaen(.) + qaf(..) + kaf + meem + wao + hoa’ + ya’(..)
 
          :  4 dotted (..) : 4 apostrophed(‘) : 5 others (ba’..-ya’.. – dotted and apostrophed)  
21 (3x7) are inclusive of following Sunny (Shamsi) 6 : 8 Moony (Qamri) codified letters:
06 Sunny (Shamsi)    : 
ra’ + seen + saud + toa’ + lam + nun(.)


 -   06
08 Moony (Qamri)    :

Alif  + ha’ + aen + qaf(..) + kaf + meem + hoa’ + ya’(..)    -   08
Others added 
          :             04 Sunny  (Shamsi)  :    ta’(..) + dal + zal(.) + zuad(.)    -  04
                                                03 Moony (Qamri)   :    ba’(.) + ghaen + wao               -  03
                                                                                                                                                                                        21
Thus, out of 28 Arabic alphabets, the SEVEN letters have not been taken in Al-Fatihah, which, too, are in the proportion of Sunny (shamsi) 4 : 3 Moony (Qamri) as under:
                               04 Sunny (Shamsi)   :    sa’(…) + za’(.) + sheen(…) + zoa’(.) 


       03 Moony (Qamri)   :    jeem(.) + kha’(.) + fa’(.) 
The Mughal Emperors added 7 letters (pay, ttay, chay, ddal, rray, zzay & gaf) to           28-Arabic alphabets to form their Forces Language (Lashkari Zuban - Urdu).
Based on THREE-lettered / numbered ‘I-Lah’ (Allah Worshipped), Al-Fatihah’s opening THREE verses enjoy a remarkable exception in relation to the only THREE Surahs, opened with Codified Letters – each multiple of 19.  These THREE verses count exactly 19 pieces ( 7 + 6  = 13 + 6 = 19 pieces) in strict conformity with the THREE Acts of Prostration, by compulsion, on reciting verses 206, 15 and 58 of  7th, 13th and 19th Surahs, opened with Codified Letters: ALMS (19x282), ALMR (19x79) and KHYAS (19x42) respectively.  The succeeding Three verses (4, 5 & 6) are 9-sected and 19-lettered each. 
The 7th verse of Al-Fatihah bases on 10 (Central Point of 19) pieces; 25 (1+3+5+7+9) letters and 5 (numerical Allah) words.
Amazingly, all the SEVEN verses are ended with SEVEN pauses in the manner,           say, TOP-BOTTOM      :  “la-la : toa’-toa’ : la-la : aen”  (2 : 2 : 2 : 1)  or BOTTOM-TOP in the vice verse manner : “aen : la-la : toa’-toa’ : la-la” (1 : 2 : 2 : 2) in strict conformity with the SEVEN-sected :  “La : I-laha : I-lla : A-llah”,   (1 : 2 : 2 : 2)   –   The manner of Falling Prostrate before the Supreme Numerical Law Maker in Prayers.
Of course, Al-Fatihah (The Opening) is an essential part of all Muslim worship, public and private, and no solemn contract or transaction is complete unless it is recited.

Remember! Based on SEVEN-sected ‘La I-laha I-lla A-llah’, The Opening Surah      (The Great Qur’an) recites (7x8) 56-sected SEVEN verses, and based on SIX-sected ‘Muhammad R-su-L A-llah’, the Ending Surah (19x6) 114 (Man Kind) recites (6x8)    48-sected (7-paused) SIX verses – signifying Muhammadur Rasulullah (sal) as The Ending Prophet, and that ‘Bismillahir Rehmanir Rahim’ is not the 1st Verse of Al-Fatihah, as CERTAIN COMMUNITY takes it as such. Al-Fatihah (The Opening) is 5th Surah in order of revelation and An-Naml (The Ant) is 48th Surah in order of revelation that recites ‘Bismillahir Rehmanir Rahim (27:30).
In the light of the only foregoing passages, amongst other mysterious values of The Great Qur’an (Al-Fatihah – The Opening), the Reader will stand a witness that this Surah is rightfully pronounced as Al-Fatihah, "The Opening", or Fatihatu'l-Kitab, "The Opening of the Scripture" or Ummu'l-Qur'an, "The Essence of the Koran (The Mother of the Koran)" as far as ‘meaningful structure’ and ‘numerical structure’ of Al-Fatihah and,        in turn, of Al-Qur’an is concerned.  asghar bin ibrahim
“Say: Verily, though mankind and the Jinn should assemble to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof though they were helpers one of another” -.  Al-Qur’an 17:88
Alphabetical Qur’an is ‘The Reminder of Islam’ 

Numerical Qur’an  is  ‘The Refresher of Islam’

Disbelievers are the Rightful Owners of the Fire (Hell)

True Hanifites are the Rightful Owners of the Paradise
