Ecstasy

Ecstasy- A synthetic, psychoactive drug that contains MDMA, a synthetic chemical in the produces hallucinogenic effects. 

· Called a designer drug because it is made in a lab and does not exist in nature.

· Developed as an appetite suppressant in 1913, it was later used in psychotherapy because it made patients more open and comfortable..

· 1980’s teens began using the drug at clubs and parties called raves.

· Costs about $15-$30 per pill and lasts from 2-4 hours

Common Names for it:

· Rolls, Doves, Beans, X, 

What does it look like?

Comes in a tablet form with is often branded with different images on it, e.g. Playboy bunnies, Nike swoosh, CK, Mercedes, Stars, Clovers etc…

Side Effects (short term):

· Suppresses the body’s thermoregulatory system, putting users at risk of dehydration and overheating.

· Feeling of extreme happiness and euphoria. 

· Sense of touch and sight seems to get heightened.

· Muscle tension, teeth clenching, anxiety, nausea, blurred vision, faintness, and chills or sweating.

· Causes addiction

· Makes user confused, depressed, have sleep problems and paranoia.

· Increase blood pressure and heart rate

· Memory loss

Side Effects (long term): 

· Long lasting perhaps permanent damage to neurons that release serotonin.

· Increase risk to certain diseases such as Heart Disease and Parkinson’s. 

· Memory loss

