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                                                          Date: 4 Feb. 2009

                                                          Meeting No: 3028 
MINUTES OF THE ORMOND ANGLING CLUB MEETING 
Meeting Opened at 8.05 pm with President Don Ellis in the Chair

Members Present
:   17
   Visitors :  Arthur Peterson & Steve Uren 

Apologies:  Harry Sprakes, Gaynor Morris, Lyn Firestone, Trevor 

                  Thommers and Laurie Henchel
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

Nominations    Nil
Elections          Nil
President’s Report:  Visitors to the club were welcomed           Illnesses:  No reports
Secretary’s report:    
Incoming mail:

Darwin Reef & Wrecks Fishing Charters                      Brochures

South East Water                                                      Account

City of Glen Eira                                                       Volunteer’s award 

                                                                              nomination forms

City of Whyalla                                                         Snapper comp.

Chrismore Fishing Tackle                                           Closing down

Outgoing mail:

Southern Flyfishers                                                   OAC newsletter

Cosy Nook Bemm River                                             Deposit Cheque

ANGLING MATTERS

Members Angling Reports:

George Green reported that Judy and he recently fished at Western Port. Arrived at Hastings at 5.30am and found a queue of 10 boats waiting to launch. Fortunately the ramp was quickly cleared and they were on the water by 6.00am and fishing by 6.15am.For the first ¾ hour not bait was touched. Fished the Middle Spit area for no KG Whiting. Moved to the French Island area where only 2 KG Whiting were caught. Other catches were a few Salomon, 8 or 9 Flathead and a 60cm Snook. Finished at 2.30pm
Mario Procopiou reported that he fished Western Port last Monday. around 9.00am located some KG Whiting in low water along the drop off. Best locations were around the marker posts along the Middle Spit. Struck a boat recovery problem when at the ramp on low tide
John Lester reported that he fished out from Warneet on the Tuesday after the long weekend. Fished mainly up and down the Middle Spit for a catch of 7 KG Whiting and also got broken off by a huge Stingray
Michael Procopiou reported that he fished in Port Phillip out from the North Road ramp. He had success with over a dozen good sized KG Whiting being taken. When the fish came on the bite 6 good fish were taken in under an hour
Trip Captain’s Report  

Trip deferred due to wind.
Angling Secretary’s Report – George Green
Bay Trip B3   Western Port  24 January 2009  
As a result of strong winds which could have been hazardous to boating a decision was made to defer this competition until a later 
date.
Possibility exists that the Port Albert comp could be split into 
2 comps. To cater for the deferred B3 comp.

Angling Committee – Next Comp, General Matters:

Bay B4 Comp  Sunday 15 February 2009
Competition  This is a KG Whiting preference.
Location   Western Port

Launch from Hastings Boat Ramp                                                                        Meet at the ramp at 6.00 am

LD asap after 6.00 am

LU  2.00 pm

Weigh–in at ramp ASAP after 2.00pm
SOCIAL MATTERS

Social Committee Report

No activities since last meeting
Tonight’s raffle prizes: 
Bottle of Sparkling Wine, packet of Cookies and a can of WD 40 

Social functions:

Ferry trip to Williamstown Sunday 22 February 2009

O.A.C. Social day 22nd February 2009 has been arranged for a visit to the Historic Town of Williamstown departing from the Southbank Promenade. Details of RV point and timings have been sent to all members

Treasurer’s Report – Ean Moser

Motion that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted and accounts passed                for payment:                                                     



   






Moved by:      Walt Firestone       

Seconded by:  Frank Hegasi 





Carried:
          Yes 
Last meetings minutes

•
Matters arising from last meetings minutes – 

It was reported that the Martha’s Cove ramp fee was $50. This was incorrect as the fee is actually $15
Confirmation of last meeting’s minutes






Moved by:      Eddy Tusia       

   Seconded by:  Mario  Procopiou      






Carried:
          Yes

DELEGATES REPORTS
PRO Report – Walt Firestone 

Received 2 calls from prospective visitors. The 2 visitors are at tonight’s meeting
Hall Hiring  U3A Group are starting their hiring from next Friday
MAA Representative  – Don Ellis

· Lake Mokoan Update - DSE has now ceased all active native fish translocation due to very low water levels, making nets ineffective and boat access difficult. The current Lake level is 2.9% with an average depth of 49cm (report submitted 9 January 2009). Over the past year there have been 107 Murray Cod (1.4 tonnes) and 4264 golden perch (1.6 tonnes) translocated to the Goulburn River, Hume Dam and Lake Nillahcootie. 

· River Red Gum Investigation Completed – The appointed Community Engagement Panel has finalised its review of the VEAC Final Report recommendations, meetings with key stakeholders and has presented its findings to Minister Jennings. VRFish is pleased with the outcomes as it is in line with VRFish’s requests for more autonomy for camping and fishing. Campfires will be allowed all year round, aligning with current and understood fire regulations. Facilities will be enhanced at high visitation areas, which will help protect the parks environment. Fishing will still be enjoyed in the River Red Gum Region. 

· Devilbend Natural Features Reserve – The draft management plan has been released for public consultation until 18 March 2009. The plan for the Devilbend Natural Features Reserve seeks to ensure the long-term protection of the diverse natural environment while providing for appropriate recreation. The draft plan sets out the proposed vision for the area, and explains management directions and strategies to realise the vision. This is a really exciting opportunity for recreational fishers. 

VR Fish will be conducting a workshop on the use of the reserve for fishing on Saturday 28 February 2009. Flyer gives details.
· Lake Purrumbete – Recreational fishers have expressed their anger and frustration at the delay in construction of a temporary boat ramp at Lake Purrumbete in a Rally on Sunday 11 January. In response VRFish has written to Minister Pallas and Minister Jennings seeking commitment to allocate funding for an engineering feasibility study for a safe, sustainable boat launching facility for Lake Purrumbete that utilises existing infrastructure at the Lake Purrumbete Caravan Park.

· Climate Change Strategy Released – Fisheries Victoria have released its Climate Change Strategy for Fisheries and Aquaculture 2008-2018. The key objectives of the strategy are to attract research into the impacts of climate change on fisheries and communicating that research to stakeholders in a timely manner to assist them to make informed decisions; VRFish is largely disappointed with this Strategy; the Strategy is a reactive document that doesn’t have any timeframe for implementation. 
· Strange but True PETA ‘People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals’ wish to rename fish ‘sea kittens’. Need we say anymore!!

· A National Code of Practice for Recreational and Sport Fishing – Recfish Australia has reviewed the National Code of Practice, the four main areas of fishing responsibility identified in the new Code are treating fish humanely; looking after our fisheries; protecting the environment; and respecting the rights of others. Go to http://www.recfish.com.au/ to read the new Code of Practice. As custodians of our recreational fishery we need to educate the future generations on how to safely enjoy a wonderful pastime of fishing!

· The Future of Consultation - The recent review of the Consultative Arrangements has received quite a bit of coverage over recent months and there seems to be a degree of confusion on what it all means and what is VRFish’s position.  VRFish wrote a submission back in July 2007 and the organisation has stuck to this consistent message as set out below:

· Legislation that clearly includes Peak Body status fully enshrined in the Fisheries Act. 

· All consultation processes to be statutory in nature, transparent, and fully defined in the Fisheries Act

· RFL Trust Funds must be fully protected and legislative defined within the Fisheries Act.

· Administration of RFL Trust Funds to be statutory within the Fisheries Act with appropriate legislative controls to ensure the funds are administered and prioritised by a committee comprising of a majority of grass root recreational fishers with appropriate representation from regional Victoria. A fully independent Chairman with no pecuniary interests and most importantly the committee should not have representation from pecuniary business or commercial interests.

· Review of consultative processes should be for a defined period of “five years” and not the proposed three year cycle. This would provide a more efficient and cost benefit approach, especially when our tax payer or RFL funds are being utilised.

· Funding of VRFish to be guaranteed for five years to allow planning process to be completed within an equitable timeframe and most importantly provide “Fit for Purpose” timeframe linkages with Fisheries Management Plan five year reviews. 

· Legislation that requires the Minister to consult with all “Peak Bodies” fully defined within the Act.

Twelve Month Closure for Murray Cod in South Australia - A new closed season for Murray cod will come into effect from January 1, 2009 and continue until July 31 when the existing seasonal closure (August 1 to December 31) comes into effect.  These new arrangements effectively close the Murray cod fishery to all fishing activity for all of 2009.  Any Murray cod accidentally caught during the closed season must be returned to the water immediately. When the closed season issue was raised back in late 2006, a number of submissions were made  to the Minister for SA Fisheries stating that “Anglers are clearly not supportive of any recreational fishing moratorium for Murray cod in the South Australian section of the Murray River, especially when we factor in the potential effects of increased recreational fishing pressure from South Australian fishers on Murray cod stocks in the sections of the Murray River riverine system and associated tributaries joining the Victorian and New South Wales borders.”  The South Australian government has decided to proceed with the closure regardless of stakeholder comments.
GENERAL BUSINESS

New Fishing Regulations 
George Green alerted members to a page in the Herald Sun which outlined the scope of the new regulations. He pointed out that there was still concern about the Bass Yabby situation. 
From what has been published it appears that the bag/possession limits are still causing problems. This requires further clarification as to what is the situation when anglers are on a multiple days trip to a location which does not have a local Bass Yabby population
Apologies

Ian Morris subsequently forwarded meeting apologies from Trevor Thommers and Laurie Henchel
Gaming Licence
Walt Firestone queried the status of the gaming licence for operation with the MRC. Follow up to the Gaming Commission indicated that they could not find the application. May have to resubmit
Supper Night- Next Meeting
Judy Green has informed the club that she will donate a smoked Trout for the supper. Our grateful thanks are extended to Judy.
Family Fishing Day at the Caulfield Racecourse                                      The need exists for the purchase of some medium sized bubble floats to supplement currently available fishing tackle. Don Ellis to follow up with Gone Fishin at Carrum Downs
MEETING SUMMARY by  – Don Ellis
Details of Bay B4 Competition
Reminder of social trip to Williamstown
Reminder of “Come and Try” clinic at Caulfield Racecourse
Port Albert comp./comps. Labour Day weekend
Working bee after meeting 18 Feb.2009
Next Executive Committee Meeting 

Venue              To be advised later   

Date & Time      8.00pm Wednesday 11 March 2009
Next General Meeting 

Venue               OAC clubrooms 

Date & Time      8.00pm Wednesday 18 February 2009
Meeting concluded at 9.30pm
Guest speaker or handy hints talk:
None programmed
Working Bee                                                                                      Meeting on Wednesday 18th February 2009 to be of short duration after which members are requested to assist in the preparation of the fishing tackle for the forthcoming “Come and Try” day for Junior anglers at the Caulfield Racecourse
Passed as a true and accurate record of the meeting:

                                                                                             Signed………………………………
Date   ……………………………….
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