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OAC Newsletter Nov 2006
President’s report
Dear Members,

       

                              In July we held our 70th Birthday celebrations which were enjoyed by all attendees and it was particularly pleasing to see a good turn up of past members. It was a great opportunity to reminisce over past club and angling experiences and catch up with anglers not seen in some cases for many years.
The fellowship and social discourse on the night showed what a coherent club Ormond can be and indicated what can be achieved.
The club is most grateful for the effort put into the planning of the function by Peter Elliot and Gaynor Morris and on the night the sterling performance of John Lester and Ean Moser in running the raffle.
This reminds me to pass on my thanks to all members involved in the running of the club. The various committees and their helpers do a wonderful job in making the club run smoothly.
Currently the club earnestly needs more members to become involved in the running of the club. The Executive does not require you to put in a full time commitment, rather it appreciates your input and help whenever necessary circumstances arise.
During the year we were all deeply saddened by the demise of Ian Zeuschner, an esteemed and popular Life Member.

Outside of the club, it appears that the government is at long last starting to acknowledge the raw deal that recreational anglers have received when fishing in both freshwater and marine  environments.
Recent announcements of new funding allocations for the upgrading ramps and jetties are long overdue and hopefully will be a forerunner to increased impetus by government on recreational angling.
However we must not drop our guard and club members need to be aware of all regulations and controls which could impact on our enjoyment of our sport and pastime.
With respect to the club’s operations we have had some ups and downs.
Some of the positive and significant things that have recently happened are;
1. The successful joint meeting with members of Elwood AC.
2. The survey of members on the future of the club’s operations and activities. As a result the executive will be in the near future recommending a number of changes in the way we go about our business.
3. An increased emphasis in attracting good guest speakers to the second meeting in each month.

4. Some good estuary fishing at the Bemm River where 4 club fish records were broken.

5. My re-election as President of the Metropolitan Angling Association.
The Executive is currently focusing on finding improvements and is addressing issues such as; vacant office bearer positions, the club’s social activities, member attendance at meetings, and numbers of members.
Finally, I would like to extend my best wishes to you and your families for a safe and joyful Christmas and a worthwhile and productive New Year. 

Best Regards,
Yours Fraternally
Don Ellis.

Social Committee’s report
The Social Calendar for 2006-07 is a good mix of; 
· 2 Sinker making days each followed by a BBQ.
· Social fishing days.
· Supper nights.
· Guest speakers within supper nights.
· Ladies nights at external venues.
· Dinner nights including bring your favourite fish dish.
· Movie and dinner nights.
· Special outings such as a ferry crossing to Queenscliff and a visit to the Melbourne Aquarium.
Please come along and enjoy yourself in the company of club members. The outings are normally not expensive and good fun is had by all. Of course, you are welcome to bring friends along as well.
Jack (Yabby) Wells Fishing Show
This radio program is a supporter of the OAC.

This show has been running for over 15 years as an independent source of information for recreational anglers with a strong bias to club based anglers.
It is conducted each Friday Night on radio station Southern FM 88.3 and runs for 30 minutes from 6.30pm.
Moderator is Jack Wells, a significant and knowledgeable identity within the recreational angling fraternity.
Regular presenters are: 

· Doug Evers-Buckland - Member of Williamstown Newport Angling Club

Current President of AAA (Vic) also Board member of VR Fish

· Don Ellis – Past and Acting President Ormond Angling Club also current President of the MAA.
Guest presenters are many and varied and include:
· Vic Walters - Former President of AAA (Vic) and Frankston AC 

· Ken Anderson - Former club President and current member of Oakdale AC  

· Colin Hopkins - Former club President and current member of Waverley & District AC  

· Alf Wessel - Member of the executive of Native Fish Australia.
The show tries to provide unbiased information on what fish are

biting and in what areas. We try to present reports that are based on up to date fishing intelligence and we do not provide glossy reports on areas that are fishing poorly.

The show content includes reports from:
· The top end of Port Phillip

· Lakes Entrance and East Gippsland

· South Western region

· Western Port mainly through the Cranbourne Tackle report

· Freshwater lakes and streams

· Surf during the winter and early spring

· Pedro from Ballarat

· Elwood Angling Club

· Native Fish Victoria

· The Goulburn River region

In addition the show attempts to advise all anglers on recent regulatory changes and amendments where they could impact on recreational angling.
Other topics include:
· Fishing tips and hints

· Extracts from Fish-E-Fax

· Terminal gear and rigs for fishing in Victorian waters

· Advice on tackle maintenance.
Club members wishing to submit an article or to advise on fishing information are requested to contact Don Ellis.
Kimberley Cruise
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It was time again to look north for a holiday with a difference, so a cruise through the Buccaneer Archipelago with its 800 Islands and sheltered waterways along the Kimberley Coastline looked good.

A direct flight from Tullamarine to Broome on the 17th of September saw us in Broome 3 days before we are due to board the Odyssey 11 a Twin Hull 80 foot Cruise Ship for our 10 day Adventure.

The cruise from Broome to the Prince Regent River and return (approximately 1000kms.) took in many highlights including feeding and patting large Tawny Nurse Sharks, 
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motoring through the Horizontal Waterfalls in Talbot Bay (10 metre plus tides along this coastline), a Twilight trip to the Montgomery Islands where the water from a huge rock plateau tries to keep up with the falling tide, creating spectacular water cascades down the plateau edges.

Fabulous water falls spilling into fresh water swimming holes, magnificent scenery, crocodiles on display, whales with young, dolphins, aboriginal rock art, oyster gathering, balmy evenings and ample opportunity to fish for Mackerel, Shark, Queen fish, Finger Mark and others, both from the back of the  cruise vessel and fishing sorties in the Tender Boat and Dinghies.

This was a wonderful experience for my wife and I.  Finally back in East Bentleigh on the 1st October after a wonderful break. 

John Lester

OAC website

The OAC website www.geocities.com/ormond_angling_club
is running along well with visitors coming into our virtual club from all over the world, Australia and across Victoria. The front page is being kept as current as possible with forthcoming fishing and social events. All recent minutes of meetings are there for members. Very recently the Photo Gallery has been set up and the gallery has many photos of the recent Bemm River trip as well as many photos from past fishing and social events. A big thank you to all members providing the digital pictures. The website is for the benefit of the members so if there is anything that you think may be of benefit to members, please pass on your ideas.

Fishing Results in the year to date
So far this year, there has been a very good spread of competition and heaviest fish winners. 
S1 competition 8 members fished for a total catch of 11 Salmon weighing 3.490 kg.

Competition winner and Trophy Winner: Trevor Thommers 3 Salmon weighing 1.195 kg.

Heaviest Fish: Trevor with a Salmon weighing 0.680 kg.

E1 competition 11 members fished with 5 successfully catching fish.

Competition and Trophy Winner:  Don Ellis 3 Bream and 1 Mullet weighing 1.81kg.

Heaviest Fish: Peter Manning with a Mullet weighing 0.660 kg.

Ernie Hunt 1st leg results

F1 competition 10 members fished with 3 successfully catching fish.

Competition and Trophy Winner: Trevor Thommers 3 Trout and 1 Redfin for a total bag weight of 1.70 kg. 

Heaviest Fish:  Ean Moser with a Brown Trout weighing 0.930 kg.

F2 competition 12 members fished with 10 members catching fish. 

Competition and Trophy Winner:  Gaynor Morris 4 Brown and 1 Rainbow Trout and 1 Redfin for a total bag weight of 2.060 kg. 

Heaviest Fish: Ean Moser with a Brown Trout weighing 0.760 kg.

F3 competition 9 members fished Eildon Pondage with only 1 catching fish.

Competition Winner: Trevor Thommers 2 Brown Trout for a total bag weight of 0.935 kg 

Heaviest Fish:    Trevor Thommers with a Brown Trout weighing 0.510 kg

E2 competition 9 members fished the Werribee River with 3 catching fish.

Competition Winner: George Green with 5 Bream for a total bag weight of 2.36 kg 

Heaviest Fish: George Green with a Bream weighing 0.635 kg

Others to catch Bream were; Judy Green with 5 Bream for a total bag weight of 2.23 kg and Trevor Thommers with 4 Bream for a total bag weight of 1.515 kg

Ernie Hunt 2nd leg results

Judy Green with 8 Bream for a total bag weight of 3.145 kg

George Green with 6 Bream for a total bag weight of 2.685 kg 

E3 competition 13 members fished with 13 members catching fish.

Competition Winner: Ross Manning

Heaviest Fish: John Healey with a Luderick weighing 1.925 kg

4 new club records were set in this competition:

· Ross Manning a Tailor, 

· John Healey  a Luderick, 

· Shaun Gillespie a Trevally,  and
· Judy Green hooked a rarely caught Tarwhine (a bit like a Bream but with yellow long stripes along the body).
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Men are just happier people    by a Woman
What do you expect from such simple creatures?

Your last name stays put.

The garage is all yours.

Chocolate is just another snack.

You can be Prime Minister.

You can never be pregnant.

You can wear a white T-shirt to a water park.

You can wear NO shirt to a water park.

Car mechanics tell you the truth.

The world is your urinal.

You never have to drive to another service station toilet because this one is just too dirty.

You don’t have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut on a bolt.

Same work, more pay.

Wrinkles add character.

People never stare at your chest when you’re talking to them.

The occasional well-rendered belch is practically expected.

One mood all the time.

Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat.

A five day vacation requires only one suitcase.

You can open all your own jars.

You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness.

If someone forgets to invite you, he or she can still be you friend.

Three pairs of shoes are more than enough.

Everything on your face stays its original colour.

The same hair style lasts for years, maybe decades.

You only have to shave your face and neck. 
You can play with toys all your life.
Your belly usually hides your big hips.

One wallet and pair of shoes one colour for all seasons.

You can wear shorts no matter how your legs look.

You can do your nails with a pocket knife.

You have freedom of choice concerning growing a moustache.
No wonder men are happier!

FISHERMEN’S YARNS
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Two guys from Melbourne are quietly sitting in a boat on the lake fishing and sipping down a VB, when suddenly Dick says, "I think I'm going to divorce my wife - she hasn't spoken to me in over 2 months." 

Bill takes a sip out of his stubby and says, "You better think it over mate – good women like that are hard to find."
My trip to Bemm River
 

Early Friday morning we picked up the boat and headed off down the Princes freeway. First stop was an early lunch at Rosedale (the mandatory coffee, pie and bun). Half way between Sale and Bairnsdale, we were hailed down by some unfortunate fishermen with a blown out boat trailer tyre and no wheel spanner. We lent them ours and they were soon on their way. One of their group did all the work while the others watched and had a liquid lunch.

 

After we arrived and settled in, we pumped successfully for shell, but not for worm. As we walked back along the beach, we were amazed to see that the water at the shoreline was alive with quite sizable fish, their fins were visible above the water, and there was the occasional jump and big splash. This was a real eye opening experience.
 

On the first two days of the competition we fished the lake around all the known hot spots; Mahongany’s, Siberia, outside Mud Lake, outside and along the side of the river mouth, Pelican Point and the channel, all without a good run of fish. Between us though, we caught some nice mullet and a few bream, but they were almost exclusively from the other side of the boat. What was I doing wrong? I went so badly, people offered me donations of some of their fish.

 

On Monday we completed our round trip of all the area and fished the river with much greater success. We both bagged out on bream. The fish were that plentiful we could have caught twice the bag limit. My luck had changed. To cap the day off, I hooked on my nibble tip rod, a thumper of a luderick which turned out to be a new club record size for Luderick… what a day. I had saved the best ‘til last.
 

John Healey

A member’s trip to Sandy Point.
 

Gaynor and I ventured to Sandy point near Shallow Inlet with the big boat last Cup weekend. The weather was blowy and cool Saturday but Sunday we woke to find it perfect. No wind and plenty of sunshine. After getting things ready, we decided to venture out around 11am. The good thing about Shallow Inlet is the sand is hard so we launched the boat straight off the beach into a natural hole that is created only at High tide. Everyone launches there and there are bigger boats than ours there too. Once in the water, we headed through the channel markers, some of them just sticks, and out into the inlet which isn't that deep. We went over to Yanakie which is on the opposite side of the inlet. This is where Lyn and Walt took us in their boat last Christmas. From the moment we got there to the time we left, the fish never stopped biting. We fished for 3 hours and threw back lots of Mullet up to 30 cm. Gaynor caught 2 great KG Whiting to 37cm. Trouble being, I am sure the Whiting were there but the Mullet would beat them to the bait every time. It didn't matter what we used for bait, the Mullet took it. Fishing in 4m of water, we were amazed at the amount of Mullet there especially as we had caught one and pulling them in, about 5 or 6 would follow it up. I even caught a Mullet on Pilchards rigged for snapper (4/0 hook). We saw Lyn and Walt on the water and invited them over to us to also share the fish in which they did. We ended up with 11 Mullet around the 30cm mark, 2 KG Whiting and 2 Flathead. We enjoyed fish that night for tea. There are plenty of holiday houses for rent and a caravan park at Sandy Point. I would like to see the club have a trip down there one weekend. It took us 2 hours from Narre Warren towing the big boat and the roads were very good. There is plenty of parking on the beach and a general store that sells all bait, tackle and lots of other goodies.

Ian and Gaynor Morris

The Mighty Bemm – Cup Weekend 2006

430 odd kilometers east of Melbourne, the Bemm estuary, our Club’s annual trip to our fishing Mecca again did not disappoint. Peter and Ean headed off on the Monday prior, checking the bait availability along the way and hoping for fair weather to set the scene for a great weekend.

The entrance had just closed, the water level was not too high and although we had wind, rain and sun one following the other, some nice bags of fish were taken and although the wind persisted, the weather did not stop us fishing throughout each day.

Saturday. The catch included a 1 kg Luderick by Ming, a 1.065kg Bream and a 1.865 kg Tailor by Ross, a 1.005kg and a 1.125kg Bream by John Lester.  The last two Bream part of a bag of 5 fish that weighed in at 4.400kg, an average Bream weight of 0.880kg.

Sunday.  The fishing only got better as the members found out where the fish were biting.  Trevor with a 1.005kg Bream, David a 1.100kg Luderick, Ming a 1.170kg and 1.195kg Luderick, Shaun a 1.545kg Trevally and 1.010kg Tailor and Peter with a 1.165kg Luderick.

Monday.  The third and final leg of the E. Hunt Trophy was contested.  Weather was still fishable although cold winds persisted on the lake.  Trevor bagged a Luderick of 1kg and surprise, surprise John Healy saved his big fish to last, a monster Luderick of 1.925kg.  We hope to see this fish trophy mounted in the clubrooms in due course.

Once again this pristine fishing estuary produced the goods with 9 species consisting of Bream, Mullet, Luderick, Trevally, Tailor, Whiting, Tarwhine, Sole, and Yellowfin Bream.  13 members over the 3 days all weighed in fish.  There were 4 fish species records set over the weekend. 
John Lester

CHRISTMAS NEWS
Christmas is fast approaching so please don’t forget to add to the OAC Christmas hamper. Any contributions are most welcome. This will be drawn at our Christmas function which will be a BBQ at the clubrooms commencing at 11.00am Saturday 9th December 2006. Members are to bring plates of salad etc. The OAC will provide meat for a bar-b-cue lunch.
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR GREETINGS GO OUT TO ALL OAC MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. SEE YOU ALL AFTER THE NEW YEAR.

