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ORMOND ANGLING CLUB

462-464 North Road, Ormond

March 2006

President’s report 

Dear members and friends, 

Fishing reports have been plentiful. All the stories I have heard of the ones that got away, are just getting bigger (like all fishing stories) but the theme is still the same. Smiles all around for we can talk, joke and reminisce with our fellow members about this great pastime of ours in fishing.
The second half of the season has well and truly commenced and it has been pleasing to note that attendances have been up at fishing trips. An exciting agenda is looming, for the club will be celebrating its 70th birthday and a host of other activities including picnic days, social fishing and casting days, guest speakers and informative talk nights. We have approached Parks Victoria to ask if we can conduct a junior fishing day at our local Karkarook Park on Warrigal Rd at some time in the future. If you haven't seen this park, I urge you to do so. It was an old sand quarry and it has been turned into a public park with a deep lake stocked with trout and yes the fish are biting. The club plans to hold a member and friends picnic day at the park on the 2nd of April which will also include a guided tour of the park by the local Parks ranger Des Lucas. 
Again my thanks to all members involved in the running of the club. The various committees and their helpers do a wonderful job in making the club run smoothly. Our sponsors in JV Marine again helped us with the cost of the syllabus printing and we thank them for this. With the 70th Presentation night coming up, now is the time to try and invite some of your friends along to make the night one to remember. 
Please remember that the presentation night is being held on the 17th of June which is earlier than usual for this was the date of the very first meeting held in the club back in 1936.
I do look forward to seeing you all again soon and please take care, enjoy your fishing and promote the club. 

P.S. I would like to see more members attend our meetings.

Ian Morris.

Melb Cup Weekend at the Bemm 

Peter M & I arrived there on the Monday before the Melb Cup long weekend, so as to enjoy all aspects of this magic location.

We started fishing the Lake and Channel on Tuesday and soon found that the fish were just about anywhere in the Lake and Channel when the water was rough, in fact the rougher the water the bigger the fish. We were putting back kilo plus Bream and Luderick.

Each day we were able to pump worm for bait but not the big juicy ones that you can buy. It saved us heaps and the fish did not mind.

One morning we checked out the river for no result and then spent the afternoon fishing the surf near the entrance catching 4lb Salmon, Tailor, Flathead etc all were returned to the water.

One day when we were fishing down in the “Siberia” area of the lake, we could see rain and lighting and hear thunder approaching from the West, “not to worry” we said to each other, besides we were catching fish!!! As the rain drops became bigger and the thunder louder, Peter decided to make a run for the storm hut at the Channel entrance, we were just passing the “Mahoganys” area at a fair rate of knots when a very loud clap of thunder and lighting sounded. I swear it was four feet behind the boat. Peter pushed the throttle wide open only to finish up stuck on a sand bar that he swears should not have been there. However we were able to pole ourselves off and make it to the hut but we were very wet.

Don & John L arrived on Wednesday. George & Judy on Thursday. John C, Eddy, Ming & Ross all arrived on Friday.

During the three days of competition most members caught good bags of fish with Eddy winning the competition fishing the river from the bank. This is the first time river fishing has beaten lake fishing.

More drama for Peter and me though, whilst fishing the Lake in very rough water [the only way to catch big fish] the anchor and pole pulled out several times until Peter, who had to reset each time, said “Let’s go fish the Channel”. As we headed across the Lake for the Channel I noticed water coming though the floor so I told Peter that I thought we seemed to have a bit much water in the boat, Peter looked around at the water and said do not worry it is only rain water [it did rain a little that day, oh boy did it rain] but as I sat watching the water level raising Peter realized when he could not keep the boat on the plane that maybe it was not just rainwater. Actually the pole had knocked out the bung. We made it to the Channel and beached the boat where we bailed out the water and Peter put in the spare bung and promised himself to install a bilge pump.

All up it was a fantastic and fun week’s fishing.

Ean Moser.

The Bemm Estuary - November 2005.
 

Once again our annual visit to the Bemm River estuary lived up to expectations and produced some magnificent fishing from both bank and boat.
 

Each trip to this location is different with black bream and luderick being the predominant species.  The odd salmon, a whiting, a sole, tailor, mullet, trevally even yellowfin bream were caught with a number of black bream and luderick over the one kilo mark.  Over the last couple of years the river access has been improved for the bank angler.  So much so Eddie and Ming with a determined effort pushed up stream to fish a couple of kms up from “Dollies Garden”.  Eddie was justly rewarded with the heaviest bag over the weekend made up of bream and very good luderick.
 

We had the usual unpredictable weather with our fair share of wind and rain.  However there is always the opportunity to find shelter in the channel where the fishing can be just as rewarding. Ask George.
 

If you have never been to the Bemm, mark it on your calendar as a must do trip.   

 

John Lester.

(Editor: These 2 articles have been included to demonstrate that Bemm River is truly a fishing paradise. It is a magic natural location and a must do trip. The walk up “the Blow Hole” in the Channel to the surf, takes you to a most memorable and fabulous scene, and the large goannas walking the dunes, are just some of the aspects that lives in my memory.)

Another fabulous Sth Aust trip

Last April my wife and I took a short holiday to Port Hughes in Sth Aust. Port Hughes is on the Spencer Gulf approx 167 Kms from Adelaide.

 

We were looking forward to a break at a new location with some sight seeing and believe it or not some charter fishing for me.

 

This area has some great history following the Moonta Copper Mines (now a tourist attraction) and the development of the industry by the early Cornish miners.

 

I did a couple of charters from Port Hughes. One was with A1 Charters. We had a great day on the snapper. The best fish of 7.5 kilo I managed to land. Having all caught fish we went after whiting, fishing in 60 feet. Six on board we boated 24 nice fish, then off to chase snook and it was not long before we had enough to top up the eskies. 

 

The other charter was with Copper Triangle. This guy went straight after whiting and within a couple of moves we all had our bag. By the way, on a charter vessel in Sth Aust, the bag limit is 10 whiting.  The next species was snook.  We bagged out in no time landing some of the biggest snook I have ever seen.

 

There is no doubt about it, the fishing in Sth Aust takes a lot of beating.

John Lester.

Keeping a fishing log

The notion of maintaining fishing logs is not new, but few people actually do it.

When fishing at the 2005 Bemm River trip, I thought I would pass the time between bites, by analyzing a fishing log that I had started for that particular trip. I found it made interesting reading throughout the day and assisted me to make those often hard decisions such as whether to lift anchor and try another fishing location, and which bait to concentrate on. It also provided very interesting and accurate feedback for those important fishing discussions that took place at the end of the day between members.

The process was simple – a pen and paper was required with the paper divided into a few columns such as; date, location such as “the Channel”, “Siberia”. “Bob’s Bay” etc., time of bite, type of bait, which side of boat, fish lost or caught, type of fish, length, whether released or kept, cumulative number of that species in the keeper bag, cumulative number of total fish in the keeper bag. The entering of the data took no time, once you knew what you wanted. It is the sort of data you would normally try to keep in your head anyway. The log is precise though, and therefore has advantages.

As it turned out, the fishing was fabulous and the entering of data proved to be an interesting part of my day. Fish were often being caught within 5 minutes of each other, and as the day rolled on, you knew exactly what was contained in your keeper net. There was no need to be bringing in the keeper net to count the fish. 

For those people so inclined, the results of one trip could be added to the results of other trips, to form a continuous record.

I will definitely be using the fishing log again.

“Jacko” 

Joke Corner

An elderly Irishman lay dying in his bed.  While suffering the agonies of impending death, he suddenly smelt the aroma of his favourite cheese scones wafting through the house. He gathered his remaining strength, and lifted himself from the bed and somehow made his way to the source of the aroma.   

With laboured breath, he leaned against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen.  

Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself towards the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture.  His parched lips parted, he could almost taste the cheese scone before it was in his mouth, seemingly bringing him back to life.  

The aged and withered hand trembled on its way to the nearest scone at the edge of the table, when his hand was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife...

  "Get off!" she said... "They're for the funeral."

The OAC website

We are up and running and the address is: http://www.geocities.com/ormond_angling_club/
Can I encourage people to put the address in their favourite website folder? There is a raft of information within the website about fishing. There are links to current information such as: fishing reports, tides – high, low and heights, wind conditions around the bays, weather forecasts, fishing location information, fish cooking hints, types of Australian fishes, knots and rigs, the OAC fishing and social syllabus, OAC fish records, Minutes of General Meetings, and a front page with the next meeting and next competition shown.

If members have any information from the internet, that they believe may benefit other members, just contact John Cumming at:    jcumming@bigpond.net.au

Future fishing competitions

Here are the upcoming competitions. Please note there have been some adjustments to the Fishing Syllabus.

April 29 Local Surf NOTE not 29 - 30

May 6 - 7 NOTE not 13 – 14 Goulburn River Interclub

May 27 – 28 Gippsland Interclub

Sun 4 June Local Surf

June 10 – 12 Port Fairy

Sun 25 June Local Surf vs Oakdale

A date for everyone’s diary

Don’t forget our 70th Anniversary Presentation night coming up on 17th June 2006. This date is earlier than normal to coincide with the anniversary of the club commencement date. Any member who wishes to prepay part of the admission fee of $30 per head can pay this to Ean Moser. PLEASE GET IN QUICKLY.

The benefits of OAC membership

We all fish for aspects beyond actually catching fish - the old expression of “a fish is a bonus”, is so true. The enjoyment of getting into the outdoors, the appreciation of nature, the fun of the boat and what it provides, the peace and quiet of different locations during different seasons of the year, the ability to target different species on a given day, the ability to vary between fresh water, salt water, still water or surf, are just some of the reasons why we fish. The wonderful world of fishing is a sensible balance in our lives, no matter what your age.

The benefits of joining an angling club are all on top of these and include the sharing of hard to obtain fishing knowledge, the competitions and the challenge that this brings including the honing of one’s skills and knowledge, safety talks by experts, the trips and outings and the conviviality at the end of the day including the BBQs and an open fire, and the additional safety aspect of having fellow members often nearby. Of course like all clubs, we have social events throughout the year. The benefits just roll on and of course include the creation of new friends around the common aspect of fishing.

 “Jacko”
Fishing is great and here to stay

 

In March 2006, the Victorian Minister responsible for Fisheries, Bob Cameron, described recreational fishing as a great activity for Victorians and said it is here to stay.  Mr. Cameron was responding to a campaign to ban fishing by the United States based animal welfare group PETA.

 

The Government recognises that fishing is a great outdoor activity and has continued its support of recreational fishing with a 30 percent increase in fish stockings, as well as expending $5 million on projects to enhance recreational fishing through the Recreational Fishing Grants Program.  In addition, $3.2 million has been dedicated to recreational fishing in the Government’s Provincial Statement – Moving Forward (as reported in Fish-e-Fax Issue 159). 

Port Albert flathead

The recent trip to Port Albert was a very good trip with excellent weather. But undersize KG Whiting and flathead dominated. There were no 2 kg plus flathead. But remember the bigger flathead normally cannot be eaten due to a parasite that renders the flathead flesh mushy.

STOP PRESS

Oakdale Angling Club is holding a Casino trip on 27 April and has invited Ormond Angling Club. More details to follow. 
