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OAC Newsletter June 2007
President’s report

Dear Members,

       

As we are approaching the end of the 2006/07 angling season we need to ponder on the future of our club. Whilst our membership is fairly static our funds are slowly but surely declining.

Our income from hall rentals has shown a significant decrease as we continue to lose hall hirers and the future looks fairly bleak on the financial front unless we can find new hall hirers.

The other area of great concern is the ability to find Office Bearers for the 2007/08 season. Under the rules of an Incorporated Association we must have a President and a Secretary or Secretary /Treasurer. Unless we can meet these requirements we may be forced into winding up the club or amalgamating with another club. This would be a sad and sorry day for a club with 70 years of history.

It is up to each and every member to make a contribution to the running of the club and not expect a small band of dedicated people to do all the work. Without a commitment from all club members the result will be inevitable.

The Executive does not require you all to put in a full time commitment; rather it appreciates your input and help when necessary circumstances arise.
The club earnestly needs your help to survive into the future.

One of the downsides of the year was the inability, at the recent AGM, to fill all the vacant office bearer positions in the club. Hopefully in the club’s future development this issue can be addressed.

Club Angling

Insofar as our competitions are concerned it would appear that freshwater and estuary angling has been significantly affected by the drought.

Over the season to date the only bright spots on the angling scene have been good fishing at the Bemm River comp. and reasonable results at the bay comps.

Congratulations to all the trophy winners in the 2006/07 angling season.

Events

Some of the significant things that have recently happened are;

1. The loss of the Freshwater shield to the  Elwood AC, 
2. The regaining of the estuary Shell Shield from the Elwood AC,

3. A change in the way our angling syllabus is to be structured for the 2007-08 season, and

4. A number of good guest speaker presentations.
With respect to the club’s operations we have had some ups and downs.

Social Activities 

We are still having some problems in providing an acceptable level of social functions, mainly because of the lack of a Social Committee.
Meetings

Attendance at meetings is still a recurrent problem. - Club meetings provide a forum for club members to voice their views about club operations and angling competitions. Even if you can attend only 1 meeting per month you will be most welcome and have an opportunity to input your ideas on the club’s operations.

Membership

We still need fresh blood into the club as our current unacceptably low level of membership places considerable strain on the existing members of the Executive.

To all the members of the Executive and the Angling Committee, and all the helpers on the social side, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for your efforts over the year.   
Finally, I would like to extend my best wishes to all members for success in the new angling season. 

Best Regards, Yours Fraternally

Don Ellis 


Social Committee’s report

The Social Calendar for 2006-07 was a good mix of activities including some well attended events. The 2 Sinker making days each followed by a BBQ were a great success. The Ladies’ nights found some great little dining gems in the nearby suburbs. The special outing of the ferry crossing to Queenscliff was one of the highlights of the social year. The success of this event may give rise to something similar in the future.
So for the next year, please come along and enjoy yourself in the company of club members. The outings are normally not expensive and good fun is had by all. Of course, you are welcome to bring friends along as well.
FISHERIES REGULATION REVIEW 

The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) is undertaking a review of the Fisheries Regulations 1998. It is anticipated that DPI will be circulating Discussion Papers early in the New Year, followed by public forums, including presentation and discussion, to be held during March/April 2007. 

This process will then lead into the draft Regulatory Impact Statement and Regulations to be released for public consultation in July 2007. Then finally the current Regulations will finish in March 2008 with the new Regulations then coming into affect.
So what does this mean for you?                                                            Fisheries Victoria will be seeking your input to any recommended changes.           As a result Recreational Anglers from our club will get an opportunity to present their views on the following;  

14. Catch and Size Limits                                                                                                                        15. Fishing Charter industry-Group recreational fishing licences                                                                   16 Molluscs (A) - Extension of the current protection zone                                                                          17 Molluscs (B) - Marine invertebrates in Port Phillip bay                                                                               18. Recreational Fishing Gear Entitlements                                                                                                 19. Possession Limits

Club members will need to follow with interest the outcome of this Review as it will no doubt impact on anglers into the very near future.

What’s planned to happen with boating facilities around Melb.
Boating Coastal Action Plan
	The Central Coastal Board has prepared a Coastal Action Plan (CAP) for recreational boating in the Central Coastal Region, in accordance with section 22 of the Coastal Management Act 1995.
The purpose of the Boating CAP is to provide a regional policy basis for the planning and management of recreational boating facilities in Port Phillip and Western Port. It sets a vision for 2030, and provides short and medium term guidance for public and private investment to support boating, whilst recognising other important coastal uses and the need to protect the coast for future generations.
The Boating CAP was developed through extensive consultation with industry, community and Local and State Government


Refer to http://www.ccb.vic.gov.au/boatingcap.htm for all the supporting documentation for the important Port Phillip Bay and Westernport area.
FIRST AC’S FISHING STYLE vs SECOND AC’S FISHING STYLE

Queens Birthday weekend 2007

Saturday morning:       First AC onto the beach at Yambuk in the dark before daybreak and are waiting for the fish to come on when Second AC arrive around 9:00am and then proceed to walk further down the beach.

Second AC returns around 3:00pm with fish to approx. 1.8kgs and then goes home.

First AC continued fishing until dark still waiting for the fish to come on.

Sunday morning:        Because one member from First AC fished Port Fairy’s East Beach on Saturday and caught fish to 34cms, all members of First AC went to East Beach arriving well before daybreak. All members of First AC were catching fish but only up to 34cms.

At around 9:30am contact was made with Second AC who had just started fishing at Warrnambool’s Levi’s Beach and had caught fish to around 1.8kgs.

Most of First AC then moved to Levi’s Beach and approximately ½ hour later one of the two First AC members who stayed at East Beach landed a fish of approx. 2.5kgs.

The other First AC members continued to fish Levi’s Beach until after dark but did not catch any fish bigger than 33cms.

Second AC left Levi’s Beach at around lunch time and went to Yambuk and fished where First AC fished the day before and Second AC then caught fish to around 1.8kgs before going home prior to dark.

Monday morning:        First AC again on the beach in the dark well before daybreak.

Second AC packed up and went home.

Q: Which Angling Club (AC) was Ormond?

Anon.

Fishing humour
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Exam humour
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Adolescent humour
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Bemm River

Here is a unique picture of the well-known Blow-hole at Bemm River with a most unusual visitor – a smallish seaplane.
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A recent trip to Gippsland

On 26 – 27 May 2007, 10 members journeyed to the Gippsland rivers to fish for the annual challenge against the Elwood Angling Club (the Shell Shield). This Bream only trophy has been competed for over 22 years, with honours being roughly shared equally. The competition originally included the Sandringham Angling Club.
On Saturday both the Mitchell and Tambo Rivers were tried. It became obvious by mid-day that the Tambo was doing better, so those anglers fishing the Mitchell made their way to the Tambo. By the end of the day, most members were able to weigh-in the club bag limit of 5 with some able to weigh-in the competition bag limit of 10. The result for the day had Ormond well ahead. 

Of course come Sunday morning, all anglers headed for the Tambo River, as the fish were approximately 1.5kms upstream from the highway bridge. The results for this half day’s fishing favoured Elwood but not enough to prevent Ormond from taking the Shell Shield.
Overall the weather was kind to us with no rain, but the temperatures were very cold in the mornings particularly Sunday when there was ice on the windscreens.

The usual top local bait, Sandworm was virtually unobtainable so Bass Yabbie, local Prawn and local Shrimp accounted for most of the Bream.

Five very keen anglers went on to the Bemm River after the weekend, only to find the entrance to the ocean still closed and the water levels were very high. Whilst entry into Swan and Mud Lake was possible, the fish throughout the entire system were not co-operating. This included the river, the main lake, the smaller lakes, the channel and the surf. Some of the 5 anglers returned a day or so later, to continue fishing in the Gippsland rivers.
2007-08 Fishing Syllabus

In our next syllabus, the Angling Committee at the suggestion of the Executive will be trying something new in direction. There will be less club competitions with only 3 events in each of the categories; Surf, Bay, Fresh and Estuary. The inter-club events will not be club events to encourage teamwork and for club members to share intelligence of where the fish are biting. There will be a number of social fishing days and BBQs, and also a number of interclub events.
This is only a trial and does not represent a permanent change in our angling syllabuses for the future. The results will be assessed at the end of the 2007-08 year.

The thrust of the changes is to have slightly less club competition, more social fishing sessions followed by a BBQ get together, and a more concentrated club effort when fishing against other clubs.

Notices

Our Club sponsors need special mention. Please remember to utilize their services.

Neptune’s Cave of Jasper Road McKinnon opposite the McKinnon Hotel - for all fishing equipment and a very good range of live and frozen baits.

Jack (Yabby) Wells Fishing Show

This radio program is a supporter of the OAC.

This show has been running for over 15 years as an independent source of information for recreational anglers with a strong bias to club based anglers.

It is conducted each Friday Night on radio station Southern FM 88.3 and runs for 30 minutes from 6.30pm.

Moderator is Jack Wells, a significant and knowledgeable identity within the recreational angling fraternity.

Regular presenters are: 

· Doug Evers-Buckland - Member of Williamstown Newport Angling Club

Current President of AAA (Vic) also Board member of VR Fish, and

· Don Ellis – Past and Acting President Ormond Angling Club also current President of the MAA.

Club members wishing to submit an article or to advise on fishing information are requested to contact Don Ellis.
