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OAC Newsletter January 2009
President’s report

Dear Members,

       

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a safe, happy and fulfilling 2009. As we say goodbye to 2008 we are all wondering what the New Year will bring to the angling fraternity. Will the current financial crisis impact on recreational angling? As we ponder on possible affects, some known matters will

influence our fishing activities:

1. The 2008 Fishing Regulations are expected to be proclaimed in Apri 2009. These will be in place for 10 years. Many changes are expected to be made to catch and bag limits and minimum fish sizes of a wide range of species.

2. A faster rate of upgrading of boat ramps and jetties was promised by Government Minister Tim Pallas at a recent forum on boat ramps.

3 Further restrictions are expected on fishing in the Murray River system with an unwarranted declaration of a significant number of national parks, supposedly to protect river red gums.

4. A number of unrepresentative bodies are trying to become the voice of recreational angling. Strenuous efforts are being made to alert the government of the commercial interest of those bodies.

Club Administration

Once again we need to consider the future of our club. Whilst our membership has remained fairly steady, increased costs are chewing into our financial reserves.

We need both more new members and increased sources of funding if we are to remain a viable club well into the future.

Your executive has been actively planning for our future and is looking at a number of options for the future operation of the club.

It is up to each and every member to make a contribution to the running of the club and not expect a small band of dedicated people to do all the work. 

The Executive does not require you all to put in a full time commitment; rather it appreciates your input and help when necessary circumstances arise.
The club earnestly needs your help to survive into the future.

Club Angling

The angling committee has an interesting and competitive fishing program for the balance of the 2008/2009 season. It is up to the individual members to fish as often as is practicable in the respective competitions. The splitting of the Bemm River trip into a number of competitions proved to be a worthwhile innovation and was generally accepted by the club members. What a great fishing experience it was for our newer members. A highlight will undoubtedly be the Port Albert competition which should once again provide excellent bay fishing.

Events

Some of the significant things that have recently happened are;
1. A great attendance at the Bemm River competitions and bar-b-cue 

2. A good turn up of members for our Xmas break up.

Finally, I would like to extend my best wishes to all members for success in balance of the angling season. 

Best Regards, Yours Fraternally

Don Ellis 
   
Family Fishing Day at Caulfield Racecourse

The club has become a willing participant in conjunction with the MRC for the conduct of “Come and Try Clinics” for Junior Anglers at the Caulfield Racecourse. At the last clinic over 60 juniors from the Glen Eira municipality attended and stretched the club resources to the limit.

The next “Come and Try Clinic” has been scheduled for Sunday 5 April 2009 and arrangements have been made with the MRC to make it a bigger and better day for the youngsters.

Fisheries Victoria has been informed of the activity and hopefully will release 350 Rainbow Trout into the lake some 7 days before the activity.

As you are no doubt aware, OAC successfully applied to Glen Eira Council for a grant to purchase fishing tackle for “Come and Try Days” etc.

We now have 30 sets of tackle to support the next activity. 
Lessons learnt from the last 

“Come and Try Clinic” are expected to provide better control and organization of the activity.

One of the essential elements of making it a worthwhile activity is the support of club members.

The Executive makes an earnest plea for each and every member to support the activity. On the day we need at least 20 club members who will be willing to act as tutors for the attending junior anglers 

By participating in these clinics our club gains significant benefits from the region:
1. Establishing good relationships with the local community,
2. Obtaining worthwhile media publicity for the club,
3. Attracting new members particular from junior ranks,
4 Showing we are a good corporate citizen.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS ACTIVITY

THE BEMM 2008

We had a record attendance of 22 members for our 2008 Annual Melbourne Cup Weekend trip to Bemm River.  With the Pelican Point Caravan Park no longer operating, most members were accommodated at the Bemm Hotel Cabins.  Although we had glowing reports about this accommodation there were some essentials missing.  No freezing capacity, no boat wash, very poor hot water service and to top all that complaints from the hotel proprietor about our lack of patronage over the bar.

Saturday and Sunday the weather proved very good with just the isolated 5 minute shower and light winds.  However Monday the heavens opened up with very heavy rain squalls and wind persisting all day.  The only safe locations were the channel and the river.  The entrance had closed about 3 weeks prior to Cup Weekend.  Sandworm was plentiful from Mark Cunningham and prawn also proved an effective bait.  Conditions have greatly improved at the ramp, with properly marked car parks and a good fish cleaning table.

The fishing did not disappoint. On Saturday the average bag weight for 19 members weighing 5 fish per species was 3.344kg. Consisting of; Bream, Luderick, Trevally and Tailor.  Amongst these fish were 3 Bream, 4 Luderick and 3 Tailor all over the 1 kilo. The winner of the Saturday E3 Comp. was Ross with Michael close second.

Sunday E4 with the average bag weight by 17 Members 3.551kg again consisting of Bream, Luderick, Trevally and Tailor.  Amongst these fish were 3 Bream and 7 Luderick over 1 kilo.  Once again Ross had the heaviest bag but with one Estuary Trophy won, Michael as Runner-up took the Trophy.

Monday was the 3rd and Final Leg of the E.Hunt Competition and saw Ean emerge the winner over George.  His bag of 5.67kg when added to his fish caught on the previous two Comps. gave him a total of 8.720kg.

The average bag weight on Monday for 13 members weighing Bream Only (10 allowed) was 4.012kg.

Some of the notable fish caught on this trip were –

Laurie Henchel – a Tailor of 1.825kg, Ross – a Tailor of 1.700, a Luderick of 1.250, a Bream of 1.010, Nick – a Tailor of 1.460, a Luderick of 1.250, George – a Bream of 1.400,1.185 and 1.010, Michael – a Luderick of 1.259 and 1.030, Trevor –  Luderick of 1.325, 1.310, Ean – a Luderick of 1.235, Eddie – a Luderick of 1.285, Judy – a Luderick of 1.360, Shaun – a Bream of 1.045, Tailor 1.510, Harry – a Luderick 1.250.

The Club Record for Heaviest Tailor has been broken on this trip by Laurie’s 1.825kg Tailor.                                                                                                                                   

An unusual catch on the Thursday prior to the competitions by Ray Lester was a Poddy Mullet weighing 1.3kg., we had no Yellow eye Mullet or Salmon boated on this trip.  It was most unusual that there were only 4 species caught this year in the competitions – Bream, Luderick, Tailor and Trevally.

(John Lester)

NORFOLK ISLAND

DID YOU KNOW?
During the life of the Penal Colony on Norfolk Island from 1825 to 1855 a period of 30 years there were 900 male only convicts incarcerated in the cell blocks.

The following year in 1856 the Penal Colony was abandoned and the descendants of the Bounty Mutineers were transferred from Pitcairn Island to Norfolk Island and so began the peaceful colonization of the Island.

There are still ninth generation Pitcairn descendants on Norfolk and even a seventh

generation direct descendant of Fletcher Christian by the name of John Christian.  He runs the Glass Bottom Boat Tours on the Lagoon.
The resident population of approximately 1,800 is made up of Norfolk Islanders, Australians and New Zealanders.  Some 35,000 Tourists visit each year.

The Island is only 8km long by 5 km wide.  Cattle, chickens and ducks roam freely all over the island.  Grids prevent the cattle from entering town.  All have right of way.  

There are no marina or boat moorings anywhere around the island.  Unless the seas are becalmed, all boats are put on the water by the wharf side crane.

Access to the boats is gained by stepping off the concrete wharf onto the boat when it is level with the wharf.  Fishing Charters cost $100 for half day.

There is no public transport on the island.  All drivers wave to one another.  Burnt Pine is the only town on the island.

Eggs, milk and electricity are very expensive, as is petrol at $2.28 a litre (Sept.2008)

You can go to live on Norfolk providing you have a job to go to or a business to run.

There is no unemployment on the island.  Permanent residency can be gained after 5 years. There is a $30 Departure Tax when leaving the island.

John Lester (September 2008) 

The prime activity of the OAC is fishing. So to let everyone know the extent of what we do, the summary of the 2007/2008 fishing season is included.

ANGLING SECRETARY’S REPORT 

2007/2008 SEASON

Summary

Overall it was not a bad season with the highlight being the trip to the Bemm River. With the great fishing available at this location it is a pity it is not closer to Melbourne. I am sure the club would fish more comps at Bemm River if distance was not such a barrier. On the Bemm River trip the quality of the fish was outstanding and a great variety of species were available. 

20 members fished in the competitions which is approx. half the club’s overall membership.

This year we had a trial run of fishing only 12 competitions and other fishing activities were restricted to social fishing days.

Unfortunately the social fishing days were largely unsuccessful due the poor turn up of old and new members.

To conclude my summary I would like to thank the angling committee (Trevor, Laurie, Eddy, and Ean) for their support in making my job that much easier, and to the trip captains for their efforts.
Finally congratulations to all the trophy winners and my best wishes to all for tight lines for the new season

Freshwater

3 competitions were fished, i.e.  1at Western Lakes and 2 on the Goulburn River.

· Total fish caught was 62 which consisted of 37 Rainbow Trout, 20 Brown Trout, 4 Chinook Salmon and 1 Redfin. 

· Total Weight 24.310 kg Average Weight 0.395 kg

· Aggregate Winner was Eddy Tusia, although he tied on 61 points with Peter Manning. Under club rules he won the aggregate on a count back.
· Heaviest freshwater fish for the season was a Brown Trout taken by Eddie Tusia and its weight was 0.79 kg

The President’s Trophy was won by Harry Sprakes who bank fished Lake Bullen Merri for 5 Rainbow Trout and 1 Chinook Salmon weighing 2.5kg

The best Freshwater trip was the interclub against Elwood AC on the Goulburn River. Ormond members caught 43 Trout for an average weight of 0.421kg

Saltwater
3 competitions were fished, i.e.  1 on Port Phillip, 1 at Port Albert and 1 on Western Port

· Total fish caught was 265 which consisted of 138 Flathead, 40 Whiting, 22 Mullet, 19 Salmon, 15 Garfish, 9 Snapper, 6 Jack Mackerel, 4 Gummy Sharks,  3 Elephant Fish, 2 Tailor, 1 Rock Cod and 1 Pike

· Total Weight 139.45 kg Average Weight 0.525 kg

· Aggregate Winner was Peter Manning with a score of 65 points although he was just ahead of Eddy Tusia who scored 63 points

· Heaviest saltwater fish for the season was a Snapper taken by George Green and its weight was 5.78 kg

Two new club record weights were established in the saltwater comps.

· Elephant Fish weighing 4.335kg. Caught by Eddy Tusia at Port Albert

· Snapper weighing 5.78 kg. Caught by George Green in Port Phillip

Winner of the H Cooper Memorial Shield was Peter Manning with a Flathead weighing 1.275kg

Estuary
3 competitions were fished, i.e.  1 on Melbourne Rivers, 1 at Werribee River and 1 at Bemm River.

· Total fish caught was 150 which consisted of 96 Bream, 43 Luderick, 5 Tailor, 3Trevally and 3 Mullet

· Total Weight 99.585 kg Average Weight 0.665 kg

· Aggregate Winner was George Green with a score of 73 points and runner up was Judy Green with a score of 46 points 

· Heaviest estuarine fish for the season was a Trevally taken by George Green and its weight was 1.775 kg

A new club record weight was established in the estuary comps.

· Trevally weighing 1.775 kg . Caught by George Green  at Bemm River

Ernie Hunt Shield - Was conducted over 3 legs

· Winner was George Green with 12 Bream weighing  6.380 kg

· Runner up was Judy Green with 14 Bream weighing  5.840 kg 

Surf
3 competitions were fished, i.e.  2 at Williamson’s Beach and 1 at Port Fairy

· Total fish caught was 146 which consisted of 116 Salmon, 28 Mullet, 1 Rock Cod and 1 Tailor

· Total Weight 62.325 kg Average Weight 0.425 kg

· Aggregate Winner was Eddy Tusia with a score of 71points and runner up was George Green with a score of 65 points 

· Heaviest fish in the surf for the season was a Salmon taken by Don Ellis and its weight was 1.735 kg

Winner of the Brian Irvin Memorial Trophy was Don Ellis with a Salmon weighing 1.735 kg

Club Championship
Club Championship Winner was Eddy Tusia with 238 points.

Eddy also won the Freshwater Aggregate, the Surf Aggregate and the Veteran’s Shield

Club Champion runner up was George Green with 233 points

George also won the Estuary Aggregate and the Ernie Hunt Shield

Trophy Winners for Season 2007-2008
Category 
Name

 Points
Club Champion Winner Eddy Tusia   238 points

Club Champion R/Up George Green 233 points

Ladies Aggregate Judy Green           173 points

Estuary Aggregate George Green       73 points

Freshwater Aggregate Eddy Tusia      61 points

Saltwater Aggregate Peter Manning    65 points

Surf Aggregate 
Eddy Tusia                 71 points

Veteran’s Shield Eddy Tusia

President’s Trophy Harry Sprakes

Most Pro-active Member Ean Moser

Most 5 point trips Laurie Henchel

Heaviest Species Weight for the Season
Species 
 Weight in kg    Caught by
Gummy Shark 
3.230
   Ross Manning

Elephant Fish
4.335 
   Eddy Tusia        New club record

Snapper 
5.780 
   George Green    New club record

Bream

1.065
   John Lester

Flathead 
1.275
   Peter Manning

Trevally

1.775
   George Green    New club record

Mullet

0.390
   Ross Manning

Salmon

1.735
   Don Ellis

Trout

0.790
   Eddy Tusia

Whiting 
0.360
   Harry Sprakes

Redfin

0.180
   Nick Henchel
George Green

Secretary of Angling Committee.
Club Social Activities

Most of our listed activities since May have been cancelled from lack of support no doubt due to low club numbers, but there have been some good successes.
The Caulfield Racecourse Kid's Day on the lake was one of the highlights along with our Bemm River BBQ. The Xmas Break-up and BBQ on the 6th December was another success with 38 odd members and friends attending.  The Christmas hamper was won by the Morrises, and the rod & reel was won by Walt Firestone. 

On the 22nd February 2009, we will be having a Social Day travelling by ferry from SouthBank Promenade to Williamstown and return.  There is a lot to do and see at Williamstown.  There are plenty of shops, galleries, gift shops, and the Minesweeper Corvette HMAS Castlemaine is open for inspection.  You can even take a short Seaplane Flight.  So come along and enjoy the day.
FISHING JOKE

#1

Four married guys go fishing. After an hour, the following conversation took place. First guy: "You have no idea what I had to do to be able to come out fishing this weekend. I had to promise my wife that I will paint every room in the house next weekend." Second guy: "That's nothing. I had to promise my wife that I will build her a new deck for the pool." Third guy: "Man, you both have it easy! I had to promise my wife that I will remodel the kitchen for her." They continue to fish when they realized that the fourth guy has not said a word. So they asked him. You haven't said anything about what you had to do to be able to come fishing this weekend. "What's the deal?" Fourth guy: "I just set my alarm for 5:30 am. When it went off, I shut off my alarm, gave the wife a nudge and said, "Fishing or Sex" and she said, "Wear a Sweater."

FISHING JOKE

#2

How can you tell when a fisherman is lying?
Watch his mouth real close if it moves his lying.

RED ROCKETS
The new top Snapper bait.

These are also known as Red Pearl or Redbait. Emmelichthys nitidus
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Redbait have a shallow body and relatively small head. The scales are small and cover the head and body.

Redbait have a silvery or olive gray to dark blue colouring on their top side and rosy pink laterally and pinkish below. Finns are red in colour.

Redbait reach a length of approximately 36cm, with the majority of the catch ranging from 15-30cm, dependant on fishing areas.
	


	


	



	Redbait size variation.
	Typical Redbait size for Aquaculture.
	Redbait, individually quick frozen.


Redbait in this size range have a weight from 50gms to 300gms per piece.

Redbait has most commonly been supplied as a feed fish to the aquaculture industry.

Redbait has a strong following with Southern Bluefin Tuna farmers in South Australia.

The key points of comparison for Redbait to other baitfish are:

· The average fat composition is 2-3 times higher than the South Australian domestic pilchard, nearly double that of American pilchards and is in the same ball park as Atlantic Herring. 

· Protein is high. 

· Gross energy is similar to herring - a top end baitfish. 

· Redbait has 50-100% higher levels of micro-nutrients, calcium and phosphorous than other baitfish. 

· Free fatty acid content, which is a measure of decomposition, is low in redbait compared to other baitfish, reflecting its excellent quality and freshness. 

· Another significant selling point is the robustness of the Red Bait compared to Pilchards. 
TO OUR READERS, ALL THE BEST IN 2009.
