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OAC Newsletter August 2009
President’s report

Dear Members,

       

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a welcome to the new angling season of 2009/2010.

My congratulations to the trophy winners for the 2008/09 season and with the closeness of the final results our bag limits and point scoring system appears to be working well.

With the advent of the new season it is most pleasing to know that the club has been able to obtain a permanent weekly hall hirer. Monies coming from the hirer should provide an adequate and ongoing funding for the club’s operations and greatly improve our financial viability.

I would also like to thank each and every member who volunteered to serve on the various club committees during 2009/10.Their contribution should enable the club to be proactive throughout the season.

In some ways our club is at the crossroads and therefore I would now like to reflect on our club and what we expect of the club during the 2009/10 season.

Please give some time to consider the following questions, bearing in mind your answers to these questions will be of great value in determining the direction of the club in future years.
1. Do you consider the club’s administration activities to be too onerous and what would be your suggestions for streamlining these activities?

2 What do you want in the way of social activities and what would encourage you and your families to participate in these activities?

Are you supportive of mixed diners with members and partners of sister angling clubs?

Should we have more combined activities with other angling clubs?

3 Is the club’s fishing program up to your expectations and how do you think the club could improve the fishing experience?

4. What are your thoughts about inter-club competitions? Should they be increased or decreased? Should we seek to have inter-club competitions against other non traditional angling clubs? 

Should we compete in AAA comps?

5 Do you consider our membership numbers are adequate? If not, how do you suggest we attract new members?

6. Are there any other activities that the club should be involved in? 
Angling Issues

 The 2008 Fishing Regulations were proclaimed in April 2009.

Do you agree with these changes? Where there are changes which you consider unnecessary please let the Executive know so that the MAA can take up these matters.

On your behalf OAC has been active in putting the club’s point of view about the following proposals:
· Establishment of a new fishery at Devil Bend Reservoir

·  The proposed Werribee River Regional Park and its effect on recreational angling

· Pressured the government to reconsider the closing off of Williamson’s Surf Beach to recreational anglers

·  Clarification on the use of keeper hooks on paternoster rigs.

· Forwarded a submission recommending the restructure of RecFish Australia.

· Involvement in the Port Phillip and Western Port Boating Zone Review

Social Issues

During the Jan-Jun 2009 period the club conducted the following successful social activities 

· Yarra ferry trip to Williamstown. This was undoubtedly the highlight of our social calendar for 2008/09.
It was a well attended interesting trip and gave all attendees an insight into the developments that have taken place along the lower sections of the Yarra River.

It was an eye opener to many of our members and their partners.
· A combined mixed dinner at Albert Park Angling club gave our members an opportunity to fraternize with members and their partners from Elwood Angling Club.
All of our members who attended the function agreed that this type of activity was beneficial to both clubs.

We were indeed fortunate to enjoy a good meal and refreshing beverages in an excellent angling environment. To those members who were unable to attend this function you unfortunately missed out on a good night. Hopefully there will be more interclub social functions in 2009/10.
Family Fishing Day at Caulfield Racecourse

At this clinic over 40 juniors from the Glen Eira municipality attended and again stretched the club resources to the limit.

The next “Come and Try Clinic” has been scheduled for September 2009 and the MRC has advised that it plans to make it a bigger and better day for the youngsters.

Fisheries Victoria has been informed of the activity and hopefully will release 350 Rainbow Trout into the lake some 7 days before the activity.

As you are no doubt aware, OAC successfully applied to Glen Eira Council for a grant to purchase fishing tackle for “Come and Try Days” etc.

We now have 30 sets of tackle to support the next activity OAC has since applied for a second round grant for fishing tackle needed to supplement the initial grant for supporting this activity.
Once again lessons learnt from the last “Come and Try Clinic” are expected to provide better control and organization of the activity.

One of the essential elements of making it a worthwhile activity is the support of club members. The Executive makes an earnest plea for each and every member to support the activity. On the day we need at least 20 club members who will be willing to act as tutors for the attending junior anglers.

By participating in these clinics our club gains significant benefits from the region:
1. Establishing good relationships with the local community

2. Obtaining worthwhile media publicity for the club

3. Attracting new members particular from junior ranks

4 Showing we are a good corporate citizen.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS VERY WORTHWHILE ACTIVITY.
Best Regards, Yours Fraternally

Don Ellis
Report of Kids Learn to Fish day at Caulfield Park.

Once again in harmony with the Melbourne Racing Club, the Ormond Angling Club ran a very successful day for the children on 5 April 2009.

Prior to the big day, Parks Victoria had released some good sized Trout into the lake and they had enough time to settle in.

We at O.A.C. had our new rods and gear ready for the event, which had been purchased using a grant from the City of Glen Eira.

M.R.C. had gained sponsorship from the local Anaconda outdoors and fishing supply store.  They donated fishing rods as well as drink containers and fishing accessories.

Over 30 children aged from 4 – 14 years of age learnt to cast and fish, and there were many trout landed, including some quite good size ones.

The prizes from Anaconda went down really well, as did the considerate and clever tuition from our members.

The day is gaining traction, and a number of the children were repeat comers who had really looked forward to it being held again.  I think with time, it will gain O.A.C. some junior members.

There is no doubt it is a very worthwhile activity, and rates well as a social day on our calendar.

Walt Firestone.

ANGLING SECRETARY’S REPORT 

2008/2009 SEASON
1. Freshwater results
17 members fished the 5 competitions for 83 Rainbow Trout and 25 Brown Trout with a total weight 45.07kg.

Heaviest Brown Trout – 1.76kg J. Green

Heaviest Rainbow Trout – 1.97kg P. Manning

President’s Trophy – J. Green

Freshwater Aggregate – J. Green 86 points G. Green & E. Tusia 83 points.
2. Estuary results

22 members fished the 5 competitions for 318 Bream, 28 Luderick, 18 Trevally, 15 Flathead, 11 Tailor, 3 Mullet, 1 Snapper, and 1 Salmon with a total weight 186.075kg.
Heaviest Luderick – 1.365kg M. Procopiou

Heaviest Trevally – 0.645kg N. Henchel

Heaviest Tailor – 1.825kg L. Henchel

Heaviest Bream – 1.4kg G. Green

Ernie Hunt Trophy – E. Moser

Estuary Aggregate – G. Green 105 points E. Moser 98 points.

3. Saltwater results

19 members fished the 5 competitions for 159 Flathead, 123 Whiting, 58 Mullet, 32 Salmon, 20 Snapper, 18 Yellowtail Scad,  9 Garfish, 8 Elephant Fish, 6 Trevally, 6 Gummy Shark, 4 Leatherjacket, 2 Barracouta, 1 Rock Cod, and 1 Blue Mackeral with a total weight 214.325kg.
Heaviest Gummy Shark – 4.47kg R. Manning

Heaviest Elephant fish – 4.08kg E. Tusia

Heaviest Flathead – 2.04kg R. Manning

Heaviest Snapper – 4.315kg E. Moser
Heaviest Whiting - 0.545kg S. Gillespie
Heaviest Mullet – 0.585kg T. Thommers

H. Cooper Memorial Shield – R. Manning

Saltwater Aggregate – R. Manning 104 points P. Manning 103 points.

4. Surf results

10 members fished the 3 competitions for 59 Salmon with a total weight of 26.94kg.
Heaviest Salmon – 1.155kg J. Green

Brian Irvine Memorial Trophy – J. Green

Surf Aggregate – T. Thommers 76 points

P. Manning 59 points.

Other trophy winners

Club Champion – T. Thommers 307 points Runner-up P. Manning 301 points

Ladies Champion – J. Green 241 points

Most Proactive member – J. Lester

Most 5 point events – L. Henchel (5).
Club Social Activities

The social calendar for the ensuring year is a combination of past successes namely; sinker making days with a BBQ, dinner nights, 2 ladies night out, dinner and movie nights, a Whiting charter, a Snapper charter and a couple of Junior Fishing Days at the Caulfield Racecourse. The big success of the past 2 years has been a day trip. This year’s day trip is planned for 28th February 2010. Stay tuned for further details as the date nears.
All of these activities have been fun, so come along and do something different. 
INTER-CLUB EVENTS

The annual inter-club events against Elwood Angling Club are always closely contested. This year the Bream “Shell Shield” was decided by a very close margin in favour of Elwood. If OAC had weighed in just 3 or 4 more average size Bream the result would have been different. But the 2 inter-club events, one held on the fresh water out from Alexandria and the second held on the Gippsland Rivers are most enjoyable from the point of view of the coming together of the 2 clubs over the BBQs that follow the first days fishing. The members that organize the BBQs do an outstanding job and their efforts are very much appreciated.

This year the July inter-club surf competition against Oakdale Angling Club was very notable from the fact that the result was a tie – in fact there was no weighable fish caught by anyone. Now that doesn’t happen everyday. 
NEW REEFS IN PORT PHILLIP BAY: 

After the trial program was a success, the placement of three artificial reefs into Port Phillip Bay has been completed.

Three reef systems of 96 concrete reef balls, set out in a grid pattern, have been deployed in areas off Aspendale, Seaford and Frankston in 11 metres of water and are expected to provide habitat for various fish species, in particular, snapper.” said David Lennon of ReefBall Australia.

The GPS marks are located below: 
The reef at Aspendale is named Rec Reef to highlight the use of these reefs to improve recreational fishing. 
Site Description Longitude Latitude 
Aspendale Far North Pallet Ball 145° 4.616' E 38° 2.152' S 
Aspendale Far East Pallet Ball 145° 4.636' E 38° 2.168' S 
Aspendale Far South Pallet Ball 145° 4.615' E 38° 2.184' S 
Aspendale Far West Pallet Ball 145° 4.596' E 38° 2.167' S 

The reef at Seaford is named Tedesco Reef to pay tribute to Neil Tedesco who passed away on 16 April 2009 at age 31. Neil was a devoted fisher and diver and a true ambassador for these sports. 
Site Description Longitude Latitude 
Seaford Far North Pallet Ball 145° 5.954' E 38° 5.229' S 
Seaford Far East Pallet Ball 145° 5.974' E 38° 5.246' S 
Seaford Far South Pallet Ball 145° 5.953' E 38° 5.261' S 
Seaford Far West Pallet Ball 145° 5.934' E 38° 5.245' S 
The reef at Frankston is named Yakka Reef after the growing number of people using kayaks in the bay as an environmentally-friendly way to go fishing. 
Site Description Longitude Latitude 
Frankston Far North Pallet Ball 145° 5.480' E 38° 8.467' S 
Frankston Far East Pallet Ball 145° 5.500' E 38° 8.483' S 
Frankston Far South Pallet Ball 145° 5.479' E 38° 8.499' S 
Frankston Far West Pallet Ball 145° 5.459' E 38° 8.482' S
The reefs are expected to be rapidly colonised by marine life, but are likely to take several years to reach their full angling potential. Anglers can expect the reefs to provide new fishing opportunities from September 2009, when the snapper season commences.
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Do you need a boat to enjoy angling?
Our club fishes over 4 categories of competition:

- “surf” fished from the beach,
 - “freshwater” fished from the banks of rivers or lakes, or from boats out on the lakes,

- “estuary” fished from the banks of rivers, or from boats out on the lakes,

- “saltwater” normally fished from boats but this can be fished from the beach or piers.

Recently the results from the Bemm River, the Mecca of estuary fishing, have revealed that anglers fishing from the banks can experience fabulous results, so much so, that those fishing from the bank can outfish the boat anglers.

The competitions do not have to be fished hard. You can start and finish your fishing anytime within the rules of the competition.

Apart from competitions, the club also organizes 2 social boat charters during the Snapper and Whiting seasons.

A good part of the week-end events is the social aspect after the fishing, the BBQs and the chit chat, remember boat ownership plays no part in the social aspect.

The year’s Social calendar also is not at all related to boat ownership.

So the answer has to be a resounding “NO”.

New recreational fishing pontoon on the Eildon Pondage.

In May 2009 a new recreational fishing pontoon on the Eildon Pondage was opened to the public. Located on the South Eastern side of the Eildon Pondage, this floating platform will provide both a recreational fishing drawcard for the township of Eildon and an access point to the highly productive pondage waters for recreational fishers of all abilities. The creation of a safe and stable recreational fishing pontoon at Eildon Pondage is a great outcome for recreational fishers.

DEVILBEND RESERVOIR

Looking for somewhere new to try your luck in the future?
The now decommissioned Devilbend Reservoir is to be known as the Devilbend Natural Features Reserve.

Thanks to VicFish and other angling bodies we can stay tuned to see the advancement of a new specially stocked freshwater angling opportunity in the southern peninsula. 

The Reserve will be managed to ensure all the variety of users will be able to enjoy their past-times.

Christopher Collins, VRFish Executive Officer, said  “Whether you are a bushwalker, a kayaker, a sailor, a birdwatcher, a horse rider, a nature lover or even a fisherman, it’s important that we, as a whole community, get behind Parks Victoria and help them make

this reserve a great community asset for everyone to enjoy.”

“The development of a new fishery at Devilbend will provide an excellent freshwater alternative on the

Mornington Peninsula” concluded Collins. 
It should be noted that there is a healthy population of Marron a noxious freshwater crayfish that exists in Devilbend. They are not unlike a large yabby and infact are not native to Victoria but are from Western Australia. If caught these crayfish are to be treated in the same way as Carp. They are to be killed and not returned to the water either alive or dead.
LADY MEMBERS DOING WELL

Gaynor at Port Albert with a good sized pair of Flathead.




Judy providing excellent guidance at the Kids Fishing Day at the Caulfield Racecourse.



Judy’s club record Tarwhine from Bemm River.



Judy’s lovely Salmon.




Judy outfishes everyone at the Goulburn River.




An OAC happy snap from the Bemm. 
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That's when the fight started

When I got home last night, my wife demanded that I take her someplace expensive....

So, I took her to a gas station.....

And then the fight started.... [image: image10.png]
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After retiring, I went to the Social Security office to apply for Social Security.

The woman behind the counter asked me for my driver's license to verify my age.
I looked in my pockets and realized I had left my wallet at home. I told the woman that I was very sorry, but I would have to go home and come back later.

The woman said, "Unbutton your shirt." 

So I opened my shirt revealing my curly silver hair.
She said, "That silver hair on your chest is proof enough for me" and she processed my Social Security application.
When I got home, I excitedly told my wife about my experience at the Social Security office.

She said, 'You should have dropped your pants. You might have gotten disability, too'

And then the fight started..... [image: image14.png]
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My wife and I were sitting at a table at my high school reunion, and I kept staring at a drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat alone at a nearby table.

My wife asked, 'Do you know her?'

'Yes,' I sighed, 'she's my old girlfriend. I understand she took to drinking right after we split up those many years ago, and I hear she hasn't been sober since.'

'My God!' says my wife, 'Who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?'

And then the fight started..... [image: image18.png]
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A woman is standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror.
She is not happy with what she sees and says to her husband,
'I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really need you to pay me a compliment.'

The husband replies, 'Your eyesight's darn near perfect.

And then the fight started..... [image: image22.png]
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I rear-ended a car this morning. So there we are alongside the road and
slowly the driver gets out of the car . . . and you know how you just get sooo) stressed and life seems to get funny?
Well, I could NOT believe it . . he was a DWARF! He storms over to my car,
looks up at me and says, "I AM NOT HAPPY!"
So, I look down at him and say, "Well, which one are you then?"...

And then the fight started..... [image: image26.png]
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AND WHAT WERE THE VICTIM’S LAST WORDS – THE TOP 5
Male victim

1. "You sure you don’t want to consult the great Oprah on this one?"
2. "Sorry. I was just picturing you naked."
3. "Whoa, time out honey. Football is on."
4. "Is there any way we can do this via e-mail?"
5. "Who are you kidding? We both know that thing ain`t loaded."

Female victim

1. "You sure you don’t want to consult the great Obama on this one?"
2. "Sorry. I was just picturing you hung, tall and good looking."

3. "Whoa, time out honey. Z is in chat, hold that thought."

4. "Is there any way we can do this while we are shopping?"

5. "Who are you kidding? We both know that “thang” ain`t loaded anymore."

