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Most schoolboys of my age will have grown up with commando comics, but unlike the majority of my contemporaries I was less interested in the action than the decorations that the soldiers and their officers were wearing. This interest led me down several avenues of research and for a while I too collected Third Reich militaria. After college I was lucky enough to get a job at the library in the Imperial War Museum in London and it was there that my interest really took off. I was surrounded by original Third Reich documents covering all aspects of the regime. After leaving London I settled on the south coast of England, and several years later began to research the recipients of the Knight’s Cross of the Iron Cross. In 2000 I published the first volume of a planned series of fifty volumes on the recipients of the Knight’s Cross.

Up to now I published eight volumes on the Knight’s Cross of the Iron Cross, two volumes on the Knight’s Cross of the War Service Cross, two volumes on the Blood Order and have in preparation books on the recipients of the Luftwaffe Combined Pilot/Observer Badge in Gold with Diamonds and Doctors of the Third Reich.

All these books are available from The Military Press in Milton Keynes, England (www.militarypress.co.uk). You can contact me through the Third Reich Forum () and or Axis Biographical Research (). I am willing to share my researches with interested parties and I look forward to hearing your comments on my work.

