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Have you ever noticed that it’s always the same birds that start singing well before sunrise, while other species start later? The order in the dawn chorus, it seems, is no coincidence.

Robert Thomas (University of Bristol) and colleagues noted the times that different species started to sing and also their eye size, and found that early birds had larger eyes for their body size than their late-starting counterparts. Large eyes capture more light and so are better to see with at lower light levels. As the researchers explain, singing at dawn can be a risky business because it alerts predators to a bird’s presence. Only those birds with big enough eyes to spot (and avoid) these predators can afford to get a head start on the day.
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