Installing and Configuring PostgreSQL 8 on WinXP
Before you begin, having a firewall up and running, such as Zone Alarm, can cause problems with
Apache installations. I recommend that you turn off Zone Alarm before beginning. You do not need to
turn off Microsoft's built in firewall. We will focus on configuring Zone Alarm after we get Apache 2
up and running.
I'm using AVG free edition anti-virus and this installation works fine next to AVG.
The first step in this process is to visit the Apache 2, PHP 5 and PostgreSQL 8 download pages.
PostgreSQL Download Page:
http://www.postgresql.org/download/
Find your version: I chose to use bittorrent and my file name was

postgresql-8.1.0-1.zip

Once downloaded, unzip postgresql-8.1.0-1.zip on your desktop (your filename may differ if you
download a different version or revision).

Double click postgresql-8.1.msi (do not double click postgresql-8.1-int.msi — the main installer will use
this file to install PostgreSQL).

j
¥,
l:‘,
g Bacl > ? . ! Search |~ Folders v
i Address |3 C:\Documents and Settings\Owner \Desktop\postgresgl-8. 1.0-1 v | a Go
Mame Size | Type

File and Folder Tasks ¥ @pnstgresql-ﬂ. 1.msi 134KB  Windows Installer P.,
}f%jnnstgresql-s. 1Hnt.msi 21,835KB  Windows Installer P..

<

Other Places

k3

Details

< | ]



http://www.postgresql.org/ftp/binary/v8.0.4/win32/

Enter the language of the installer (not the language of PostgreSQL). Check the detailed log option —
this file will contain both the service user and the database user password. It will act as a reference until
you get comfortable with you login information — at this point you can delete the file.
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“Welcome to the PostgreSQL Installation Wizard l‘"‘!
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Select the language to be uged during installation:

(*) English # English

) German / Deutsch

) French £ Frangais

() Brazilian Portuguese / Portugués - Brasi
) Russian / Fussian

) Swedish / Svenska

) Turkizh # Tiitkge

Wiite detalled ingtallation log to postgrezgl-8.1.log in the current directary

Start > ] [ Cancel

Remember, the log is named postgresql-8.1.1og and is located in the current directory.
Click Start >

Wait a few moments and you see the following:
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It iz gtrongly recommended that you exit all Windows programs before continuing with this ingtallation.

Click the 'Mest' buttan to continue, ar 'Cancel’ if vau wish ko abart the installation and oy again later.

M et = ] [ Cancel

Click Next >
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Pleasze read the installation instructions and information completely through before vou continue.

PostgreSQL 8.1 ["]

Installation Notes

Welcome to the PostgreSQAL 8.1 Installation VWizard

Before you begin

Flease check the pginstaller FAQ &t

hitp.Aoginstaller projects. postgresgl. ora/FAQ windows. iiml before you get

started. If yvou experience any problems, please check it again. Also, make sure
vou have read through these installation notes completely [v]
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Be sure to read the installation notes before continuing.

Click Next >
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I accepted the defaults. If you know you need some of the non-default features, be sure to include them
in your set up.

Note: 'Data Directory' can only be installed on a NTFS partition (typically WinXP). You will need to
run initdb.exe after installation in order to set it up on a FAT32 partition (typically Win98 or WinXP
unpgraded from Win98).

I installed to the default directory. Highlight PostgreSQL in the window and click Browse if you want
to install to a different directory. You can also change the Data, psql, pgAdmin II, ODBC and
Documentation directories if it suites you (I wouldn't recommend it unless you know *exactly* what
you are doing. I'm going to install to the default directories.

Click Next >
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Service configuration l‘!‘qg

Inztall az a zemvice

Service name |F'-:ustgreSE!L Databasze Server 8.1

Accaunt hame ||:n:|stgres

Account domain |JEFFL.-'-‘-.F'

Aocount pazswornd |

Werify passwiord |

The zervice account is the account that muns the PostgreSOL databaze zerver. [t must HOT
be a member of the local administrators araup. IF pou have not already created an account,
the inztaller can do zo for you, Enter an account name and a paszwaord, or leave the
pazsword blank to have one auto-generated.

¢ Back " Mest > ] [ Cancel

Leave Install as a service checked. If you uncheck this then you set yourself up for a difficult
installation that is poorly documented, if it is documented at all.

Accept the default values for Service name, Account name and Account domain (should be computer
name). For security reasons, the Account name CAN NOT be a member of the local administrator's

group.
Choose a password, type it in Account password and the type it in Verify password.

I found a nifty free password manager named PINS and used it to generate my password. You can find
it here:

http://www.mirekw.com/winfreeware/pins.html

I made my password 20+/- characters long. You want to make sure you have a strong password. If you
have a weak password, the installer will ask if you want it to choose a better password. This is fine — but
make sure you document it in PINs or in some other secure location.

NOTE: If get into a situation where you do a partial install and the installer requires a password, as
opposed to providing a password, don't despair. You need to delete the Account name (in this case,
postgres). I'm not sure about WinXP Pro, but in WinXP Home, this apparently can't be done via the
GUI interface. You have to use the command line as follows:

Delete the Service:

1. Find the Service name: Start -> Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Services -> scroll to find


http://www.mirekw.com/winfreeware/pins.html

the PostgreSQL service name (may or may not be the display name).

2. Delete the Service: start -> Run... -=> cmd -> type in "sc delete <service name>", where "<service
name>" is the name of your service you want deleted -> restart.

Delete the User (“postgres” is the assumed user name, change as required):

Start -> Run... -=> type “cmd” (without the quotes) -> type in the following “net user postgres /delete”
(without the quotes).

The next time you run the installer, it should create an account instead of require you to log into an
already existing account.

Click Next >
P )} User 'JEFFLAP\postgres' was not found. Would you like the account to be created for
\-'\:/ you?
Yes ] [ Mo
Click Yes >
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Leave everything at its default value except change Encoding to Latinl (Western European character
set). This is my development box so I don't want other computers connecting to PostgreSQL on this
computer. IfIdid, I would put a check by Addresses and then set pg_hba.conf based upon my needs.
You will probably be alright with SQL_ASCII encoding if you want to leave it at the default value.

Click Next >
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X
Enable procedural lanquages l‘"‘!
= ~

Select procedural languages to enable in the default database

FLApgzql
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I only have one choice and I'm going to choose it.

Click Next >



i)

Enable contrib modules l‘!‘qg

Contrib modules provide additional, often specialized, functionality. Select those pou wish to install
iti the default termplate databasze. Al filez will be installed 20 modules may be added later simply by
executing the appropriate SGL zonpt.

[(]B-Tree GiST [ 1Integer &ggregator [ Civpto. Functions [ Reflnt

[] Chkpasz [ Integer Amray [] PG5tatT uple [ Time Travel

[ Cube [1ISBM and 155 []5EG [ ] Table Functionz

] DElink. []Large Objects lo] [ &utolne []TSearchz?
[ILTree [ Ingert Usemame [ ]User Lock

[] Fuzzy Sting Match  [] Trigram Matching [ ModDateTime

Adming - uzed by pgddmin to provide enhanced functionaliby.

[] Full Test Index - deprecated in favour of TsearchZ; only use for existing applications!.

¢ Back " M et = ] [ Cancel

I chose to accept the defaults values.

Note: All the modules are installed and available to use. However, you need to choose what should be
loaded by default in all databases, as opposed to specifically requested via a SQL command. I'm going
to accept the defaults, although “Time Travel” looks intriguing...

Click Next >
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Ready to install L‘!‘ig

PostareSOL iz now ready to be inztalled. Click Mext to complete the installation.
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Do you feel lucky? If so...

Click Next >
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BE ]
Installation complete! L‘.‘iﬂ
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Congratulations, PogtgreSHL has been succeszfully installed on pour systemn.

YWe recammend that you subzeribe ta the pgzqgl-announce mailinglizt ta receive information abouk new
releazesz and bugfines.

Subzcribe to pazgl-announce

Click the finizh button to exit from the installer.
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Click Finish >

Congratulations!

You can subscribe to pgsql-announce if you'd like. I didn't, but I visit postgresql.org fairly frequently.
Be sure to verify “extension=php pgsql.dll” is enabled in php.ini. It should read
extension=php_pgsql.dll

Notice - the “;” is removed from the beginning of the line.

» [/

;extension=php_oracle.dll [~
;extension=php_pdf.dll

extension=php_pgsql.dil

;extension=php_shmop.dll

;extension=php_snmp.dll

;extension=php_sockets.dll
;extension=php_sybase_ct.dll

:extension=php_tidy.dll s
;extension=php_w32api.dll

;extension=php_xmirpc.dil

;extension=php_xsldll

;extension=php_yaz.dll

;extension=php_zip.dll

w
< | | b

Be sure to save php.ini before closing it.

If you are a newbie, I definitely recommend subscribing to... http://archives.postgresgl.org/pgsql-novice

Very knowledgeable people, who are very willing to help, hang out there and you can learn a lot by just
following the topics. Of course, when you have questions, you are free to start your own topic.

Way back when (mid 2004 -lol-), when I first tried to install PostgreSQL 8.0 on Windows, I got stuck
right here. What should I do next? I had no clue. I couldn't find any documentation. I ended up using
PostgreSQL 7.4.x on top of Cygwin. What a pain (though I did learn a few things in the month it took
me to get it configured). My suffering is to your benefit, though. I *finally* found instructions detailing
how to test our new PostgreSQL server installation.

Click Start -> all Programs -> PostgreSQL 8.1 -> pgAdmin I1I


http://archives.postgresql.org/pgsql-novice

You should see a window like this:

(& peAdmin i mEX]

File Edit Tools Display Help
sO NI WEES O

E Servers (3) Properties |5taﬁsﬁu:s || Depends or| 4 I

B template1 Jocalhost:5432) »

B edb Jocalhost:5432) Property alue

i PostgresdL Database Server 8, 1 (localhost: 5432) -~ Description Postgre3QL
i=|Hostname localhost
:=/Port 5432
S=|5ervice pgsqgl-g.1
:=Maintenance database
= Username postgres
:=|Store password? Mo
:=|Connected? Mo
*=|Running? Yes
< ] | m

Retrieving server properties,.. Done, 0,00 secs

Did you notice that it displays our PostgreSQL service name under Servers?

Right click on the server name - PostgreSQL Database Server 8.1 (localhost:5432) -> Connect.

# Connect to Server X

Flease enter password for user postgres
on server PostareSQL Database Server 8,1 {(Jocalhost)

[ ] 5tore password

(o JCow ]

Enter your postgres user password (not your service password). I didn't check “Store password” since I
might have some proprietary information stored in the database.

Click OK
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E Servers (3] Properties |5ta1j51j|:5 || Diepends .;.r[im
B template1 Jocalhost:5432) vl
B edb Jocalhost:5432) Property e
[| PostgreSQL Database Server 8.1 (localhost:5432) ||| ©— PesTription PostgresCL
:= Hostname localhost
:=/Port 5432
S=|5ervice pgsqgl-g.1
:=Maintenance database
:=|Username postgres
:=|Store password? Mo
:=|Connected? Mo
:=|Running? Yes
< ] | m
I I
Restoring previous environment.,.. Failed. 0,71 secs

Click on the + sign next to the PostgreSQL Database Server 8.1 (localhost:5432) server. Click on the +
sign for Databases (1), click on the + sign for postgres, click on the + sign for Schemas.

This tutorial is not yet complete. Out how to use the command line on Windows, be sure to visit

http://viu.eng.rpi.edu/lab/1/s1_1.html
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