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from Roland Graf, 14 Springfield Rd., Leicester LE2 3BA


The Spring of  Discontent

The Mad Monk, Dr Roland Graf, was in l971-2, when senior house officer at Carlton Hayes Psychiatric Hospital near Leicester, asked to peform the decades-overdue ‘statutory annual physical examinations’ on hundreds of long-stay patients - because the nurses’ trade union supposed this would confirm that the rival power clique, the Nursing Officers, were stealing food, selling it to local shops and starving the patients.  The inevitable obstruction forced The Accused, on behalf of a consultant, the late Dr Sylvia Reid, who was away suffering from arthritis, to appeal for help to the Ministry of Health and Regional Board - for which he was to be victimised for the rest of his life and, eventually, in l998, deregistered by the General Medical Council on ‘psychiatric grounds’ in retribution for attempts to draw the facts to their attention.  The Accused has been tried in a secret kangaroo court by those who are guilty and seeks to be tried instead by the public.  For this purpose he is publishing his memoirs,  Pictures in the Attic, on http:/www.geocities.com/intercrook/gmc.html   Volumes seven and eight and chapters one and two of  volume nine have been previously published - and volumes three and four of volume nine have now been added.

In 9.3-4 The Accused continues to discuss the affairs of  politics, economics and industry from his own point of view as ‘unclassified’, unable to earn a living without first accumulating some necessary sum of money.  The (possibly mistaken) belief that Margaret Thatcher supports Rhodesian UDI has led to her replacing Ted Heath as leader of the Tory Party.  Premier Wilson, and later Callaghan, try to control inflation by means of draconian controls of wages, prices and dividends.  The dividend restraint provokes a conspiracy by international industry to undermine the policies and the government.  The government tries to force companies to desist from excessive wage increases by refusing government contracts to offending firms but is forced to back down.  There are thus ‘public sector’ increases which provoke protest from the ‘public sector’ who have been kept under restraint.  The ‘winter of discontent’ however is a fiction invented after the event.  What really happened was that the winter was so cold and icy that public services could not be safely provided and it was cheaper to let the trade unions pay the workers strike pay than to pay them to do nothing.  The Liberals and Nationalists, thinking it was in their interests, withdrew from their alliance with the Labour party.  Opinion polls to the run up to the election showed a gradually reduced Tory lead - until on the Sunday prior to the election, the Tory Press was short on opinion polls - that is, had they been published, Labour would have been in the lead.  But the Tory Press had been hammering home that the voters disapproved of Labour’s ‘left wing’.  Accordingly, Callaghan in a panic on that Sunday held a speech attacking his left wing, thereby snatching defeat from the jaws of victory and condemning Britain to decades of misery. 

The Accused when a student at the London Hospital Medical College in l965 had interrupted his studies because finance was insufficient.  While cycling from Leicester to London he chipped a piece off a tooth with a nail contained in a pork pie bought en route.  He had been rudely received by a Public School Boy at the London Hospital’s dental department but then attended by a more polite student who had dug a hole into the tooth and inserted a filling.  Only after this had been done had The Accused been told that this was a ‘temporary filling’ to be replaced by ‘your own dentist’ - and the filling had dropped out as soon as he went out of the door.  The Accused had no ‘own dentist’ and the suggestion was impracticable.  The hole grew no larger until The Accused in l978 began consuming tea with suger during his Open University studies.  The hole then grew and the Accused began to suffer from toothache.  The Accused felt that this tooth should be taken out, repaired and put back in again - an apparently feasible procedure for a dentist but not apparently known.  The Accused tried to compose his own fillings, but suitable chemical mixtures are provided only to dentists and The Accused’s attempts were not succesful.  This tooth eventually needed urgent attention but it turned out that dentists did not provide free NHS service.  The Accused eventually finds a young dentist, who bears a close resemblance to a civil engineer he met during the previous eveing, but the tooth is pulled rather than repaired and replaced.  The loss of this tooth causes a domino effect during subsequent years.  Even if dentists were to peform work on the NHS, the Accused would be subjected to the DHSS means test which is designed to deprive of those refused work of everythign they have and was also in the l980s to be so impoverished as to be scarecely presentable in public - so that the teeth received no dental attention and progressively dropped out.

The Accused’s ankle is broken in collision with a motorcyle.  The Accused stays away from Nottingham General Hospital’s casualty department, whose treatment of Tom Ashcroft did not impress him, because he fears being pressurised into inappropriate treatment with a plaster cast.  However, to relieve the anxieties of Boris Petroff, The Accused goes to the casualty department to ask for elastic strapping, which on account of the high prices paid by the NHS is expensive also in shops.  He finds himself put in a plaster cast without his permission being asked and is then told this is a ‘non-weight bearing’ plaster and is given the impracticable advice that this means he must lead a chair-bound existence.  The plaster proves impracticable and next day The Accused  returns to ask for the plaster to be removed and replaced with stapping.  He receives a hostile reception but the orthopaedic register agrees that The Accused’s suggetion is appropriate.  The staff however are so resentful at this ‘refusal’ of their alogrothmic procedure that they apparently deliberately saw into the Accused’s femur when removing the plaster, refuse to return The Accused’s (own) crutches and ordain that because of this ‘refusal of treatment’ he is banned from further attention for anything at the hospital.  He is forced to hobble home uphill - which The Accused suggests aggravates the fracture, delays healing and leads to permanent complications.   The reader in a later chapter will learn of even greater persecution in l987 afer refusal of even more inappropriate treatment at the Leicester Royal Infirmary Casualty Department.

9 Harley Street has its ‘resident staphylococcus’ which afflicts residents or victims with abscesses, after which they are immune.  The Accused declares that all buildings, including hospitals, have their endemic micro-organisms, that bacterial syndromes which medics suppose to be rare and fatal are common in inner cities, whose populations are relatively immune,  in abortive forms and that populations develope immunity or symbiosis with their own bacteria - and that attempts to eradicate rather than accommodate to bacteria and viruses are misguided.  The Accused himself developes a whitlow but, because of  the poor performance of the local NHS, goes to London for the pus to be released at University College Hospital.

The Foxhunters’ Chess club has lost the services of  Mick Stokes not only as organiser but as player.  The Accused asks sixteen year old Alan Ward, who plays in a lowly division for the Highfields chess club, to join his club to play on top board for his first team.  Tes Dhillon, a teacher at the Judge Meadow School, however declares himself to be Alan’s manager and insists that it be a condition of the transfer that Foxhunters amalgamate with the entire Highfields Club, which suggestion surprisingly meets unanimous approval at Foxhunters.  In the Highfields section of the new amalgamated club, Grasshoppers, there turns out to be an age-hierarchy to which talent over the chessboard is wrongly supposed to conform. The Accused’s attempts to include Sadim Hussein in his first team in preference to his elder brothers Sadam and Sadom meets with opposition.  Although Sadim achieves the highest grading for a fifteen year old in the Midlands, faced with opposition against this transgression of  law of hierarchy, he retires from playing chess.

