
The background property in CSS is used to set the background styles for an element. You can 

specify the background color, image, position, size, and other related properties to create various 

effects and layouts. The background property is shorthand for several properties that affect an 

element's background. 

Syntax: 

css 

Copy code 

background: value; 

Shorthand Syntax: 

The background property can be used in shorthand to define multiple background properties at 

once. 

css 
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background: color image position/size repeat origin clip attachment; 

However, each of these properties can also be set individually. 

1. Background Color (background-color) 

Sets the background color of an element. 

Example: 

css 

Copy code 

div { 

  background-color: #f0f0f0; /* Light gray background */ 

} 

You can use color names, hex values, RGB, RGBA, HSL, or HSLA to specify the color. 

css 

Copy code 

div { 

  background-color: rgba(255, 0, 0, 0.5); /* Semi-transparent red */ 

} 

2. Background Image (background-image) 

Sets an image as the background of an element. 

Example: 

css 



Copy code 

div { 

  background-image: url('path/to/your/image.jpg'); 

} 

 Multiple images: You can set multiple background images by separating them with 

commas. 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('image1.jpg'), url('image2.png'); 

} 

3. Background Position (background-position) 

Defines the starting position of a background image. 

 Values are usually given in lengths (px, em, %), or keywords (top, right, bottom, left, 

center). 

 You can specify both horizontal and vertical positions. 

Example: 

css 

Copy code 

div { 

  background-image: url('background.jpg'); 

  background-position: center center; /* Center the background image */ 

} 

You can also use specific values: 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('background.jpg'); 

  background-position: 50% 20%; /* 50% from the left, 20% from the top */ 

} 

4. Background Size (background-size) 

Specifies the size of the background image. You can set it to specific dimensions, or use 

keywords for automatic scaling. 

 cover: Scales the background image to cover the entire element while preserving its 

aspect ratio. 

 contain: Scales the image so that it fits within the element without cropping. 

Example: 



css 

Copy code 

div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 

  background-size: cover; /* Image covers the entire div */ 

} 

You can also specify exact width and height values: 

css 

Copy code 

div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 

  background-size: 100px 100px; /* 100px wide by 100px high */ 

} 

5. Background Repeat (background-repeat) 

Controls how the background image is repeated within the element. 

 repeat: Repeats the image both horizontally and vertically (default). 

 no-repeat: Prevents the image from repeating. 

 repeat-x: Repeats the image horizontally. 

 repeat-y: Repeats the image vertically. 

Example: 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 

  background-repeat: no-repeat; /* Do not repeat the image */ 

} 

6. Background Attachment (background-attachment) 

Determines whether the background image scrolls with the content or stays fixed in place. 

 scroll: The background scrolls with the page (default). 

 fixed: The background image is fixed with respect to the viewport. 

 local: The background image scrolls with the element's content (e.g., if the element has 

a scrollbar). 

Example: 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 



  background-attachment: fixed; /* The background image stays fixed when 

scrolling */ 

} 

7. Background Origin (background-origin) 

Defines the positioning area of the background image. It can be set to: 

 padding-box: The background image is positioned relative to the padding box (the 

default behavior). 

 border-box: The background image is positioned relative to the border box. 

 content-box: The background image is positioned relative to the content box. 

Example: 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 

  background-origin: content-box; /* Image starts at the content box */ 

} 

8. Background Clip (background-clip) 

Defines the area within the element where the background is visible. It can be set to: 

 border-box: The background is visible within the border box. 

 padding-box: The background is visible within the padding box. 

 content-box: The background is visible only within the content area. 

Example: 

css 
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div { 

  background-image: url('image.jpg'); 

  background-clip: content-box; /* Background is clipped to the content area 

*/ 

} 

9. Background Shorthand (background) 

You can combine most of the background properties into a single shorthand property. 

Example: 

css 
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div { 



  background: #f0f0f0 url('background.jpg') no-repeat center center/cover 

fixed; 

} 

This shorthand combines: 

 background-color: #f0f0f0 

 background-image: url('background.jpg') 

 background-repeat: no-repeat 

 background-position: center center 

 background-size: cover 

 background-attachment: fixed 

Full Example: 

css 
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body { 

  background: #f0f0f0 url('background-image.jpg') no-repeat center 

center/cover fixed; 

} 

Additional Notes: 

 Layering Backgrounds: You can set multiple background images in a single element by 

separating them with commas. Each image can have its own position, size, and other 

settings. 

css 
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div { 

  background: url('image1.jpg') top left, url('image2.png') center; 

} 

 Performance Considerations: Large background images can affect page loading time, 

so consider using optimized images or CSS effects like gradients for simpler 

backgrounds. 

 


