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James Boswell discusses the difference between the writing of Joseph Addison and Samuel Johnson in one passage of his book, The Life of Samuel Johnson. Like most readers, Boswell chooses to read from certain writer’s work and has the ability to analyze the writers. His views of the writers, Joseph Addison and Samuel Johnson, and the devices he used to convey those views will proclaims which writer  he has the ultra respect and admiration for.


Without a doubt in mind, Boswell will choose to dispraise one writer while aggrandizing the other. “And to depreciate, I think very unjustly, the style of Addison as nerveless and feeble, because it has not the strength and energy of that of Johnson….” was his first sentence and statement toward the style of Addison’s writings. There he compared Johnson to Addison and how he felt about Addison style of writing. “Addison writes with ease of a gentleman. His readers fancy that a wise and accomplished companion is talking to them.” Boswell thought of Addison as a guy who writes to introduce a certain topic and to influence his readers’ mind with it.

“Johnson writes like a teacher.” Possibly, Boswell is more stimulated when reading professors “who dictates to his readers (as if) from an academical chair” than reading from a “gentleman’s” point of view. “They attend with awe and admiration.” He assumed readers will awe with admiration for Johnson’s piece of work. Obviously through evident of his cliché statements, he had chosen Johnson’s work over Addison’s. 


He compared Addison’s work to “light wine, pleases everybody from the first.” Light wines are often drunk by light drinkers. Perhaps this may tell you something. In this world, you are rarely introduced to light drinkers. The liquor Industry would rather make profit out of hard liquor rather than light ones that only occasional drinkers would buy. Like light wines, Addison’ work, according to Boswell, would be an easy bore to the readers. 

He stated that “Johnson’s, like a liquor of more body, seems too strong at first, but by degrees, is highly relished.” Hint the word “strong” and “light.” Perhaps Boswell is playing with words to spice up our thinking ability. He used the word “strong” when speaking of Johnson as if to say Johnson is a much stronger writer than Addison.  “So much do they captivate the ear, and seize upon attention, that there is scarcely any writer…., however inconsiderable, who does not aim, in some degree, at the same species of excellence.” He used the word “light” when speaking of Addison to show his lack of interest in Addison’s work.
