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Global patterns of food supply, consumption and trade. The geopolitics of food.

L6F1 - Global patterns of food supply

 ppt opener – definitions slide 1 only

PRODUCTION

Not a new theme, European North created a colonial system in the C17th - based on plantation agriculture in the South - products for export home

Farmers, to utilise fertile soils or grow tropical species not available to them at home settled colonies lacking mineral wealth.  These links still exist post-decolonisation [and independence in many cases] E.g. Cuba still dependent on the production of sugar [What is the political situation there?] 

Palmer + Yates 493

Globally agricultural production much faster than population growth

[Think Boserup]  Fig 6.1 pg 202 - how could you describe the three lines, why do two fluctuate?

Developing world - production + consumption of agricultural products faster than developed world.  

WHY? 

· Higher population growth rates

· Increased GDP

· Better response of the market to increasing incomes [add icons]

Choropleth map at Fig 6.2 shows:

China + Brazil have high growth rates 

Compared to North America, Europe + Russia

The question therefore is why are LEDCs often areas of famine + hunger?

PPT - causes of poor food supply

Rising output globally [last 15 years]
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[How will you remember these figures?]
Gross production of crops for food went ^ up 2% per year

[what does this mean]

But cereals - the most important - went ^ up just 1% 

Oil bearing crops went ^ up 4%

Fruit + vegetables ^ 3.8%

Eggs ^ 3.7%

Meat ^ 2.7%

Milk ^ 1.2%

Why do you think that the increase in meat has been lower?

And why has cereals only been 1%

What is the significance of oil bearing crops? - DISCUSSION POINTS

Answers to consider:

· Meat is produced inefficiently and so responds to markets slower

· As countries modernise and develop their diets they choose to move away from staples such as cereals [think of the advertising campaigns surrounding breakfast cereals or bread]

· Oils bearing crops are providing a solution to global warming through biofuels and are currently in demand

Crops [63%] and Livestock [37% of production] showed an increase.

Ppt to slide 6 opener Q + A – read to pg 204 Q in class

Ppt – opener food definitions – slide 2 = global calorie facts

CONSUMPTION

· Link to DSE = Dietary Energy Supply

Fig 6.3 BarkRedSkin

Average 1940 for women, 2550 for men [2250 average] kcal per day    (easy numbers to recall)

Note differences in dates between BarkRedSkin [99 to 01] + Smill [94-96]

 Most MEDCs have a high food consumption in calories per day

 LEDCs have a lower consumption especially in sub-Saharan Africa

 Some countries are declining [Sudan] 

Why do some countries have no data
?

TRADE 

To do – maps from FAO as pdf?

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Census, Lack of accessibility, strife [Somali = Black Hawk Down], Political turmoil, [w sahara]





E:\New July 08\L6F1 - global distribution.doc

