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This week, we have been exploring the marine ecology. As we know, the ocean provides humans with many valuable resources, and likewise we have a huge impact on the ocean’s environment. Here we will take a look at how the ocean is constantly transforming and evolving. We will look at the millions of micro- niches and habitats that fluctuate and change over time. We will learn about different types of animals in the ocean and what types of habitats they create and inhabit. 

Let’s Begin on our voyage into the Deep Blue!  
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· Our first stop will be to look at Marine World.  Explore the page and look at the different the different types of habitats, fish species, and threats to our oceans. Be sure to take notes in your lab book on the important features of the ocean. When you’re finished, write a synopsis of the information you read and comment on the usefulness of this site. Label your word document as “Marine Ecology”, and place a subtitle as “Marine World summary”.

· Our second stop will be to read the following articles:

· West Coast Kelp Forest Ecosystem at Risk
· Ecosystem Diversity
Homework: Write a “Biology in the News” review on these two articles. 

Place your response on the same word document “Marine Ecology” with 

a sub heading of “Biology in the News”.

· Lets take a break and play with the interactive games:

· Secrets of the Seahorse
· Seahorse Environment

· Kelp Kitchen
· Lets take a look at a few more key terms at Ocean Link. Click on each term and read about the creature or environment. Record what you learned in your lab book.

· Next view Fishes of the Kelp Forest. Remember to take notes in your lab book on the various fish found in this habitat. Now that we have learned about the various marine environments and animals, take a minute to look over your notes and make sure that you are able to understand them. Fill in any missing information and then continue with the virtual tour.

· Lets take a break for a moment and work on a crossword puzzle to review the concepts you just learned. Print the completed puzzle and bring to class.

·  Now we are going to explore the Deep Sea. Explore the interactive site and make comments in your lab book about the creatures that you see and relate this habitat to the other habitats that you have already studied.

· Lets take a break and watch the live camera feed from: 

· Scripps Pier
· Monterey Bay Aquarium
· Our final destination takes us to Web Quest. Lets look at how our Oceans are being polluted and what we can do to make a change. Web Quest.

· Finally, email me your word document with your responses and comments. Your responses and notes will be graded according to the standards in your homework assessment rubric.


Here are a few additional sites to help you learn and review for our chapter test.

· New Dream
· Sustainable Seas
· Animal Diversity
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