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Newspapers fight subpoena
for bombing documents

By Mark Thomas
OPA Executive Vice
President

Last month subpoe-
nas were served to
nearly every daily news-
paper in Oklahoma
seeking everything ever
published about the
Oklahoma City bomb-
ing.

Defense attorneys for
Terry Nichols are ask-
ing for every article,
photograph, diagram,
cartoon, letter to the
editor, advertisement
and any other dialogue
pertaining to Nichols,
Timothy  McVeigh,
Michael Fortier and the
Alfred P. Murrah Fed-
eral Building bombing
on April 19, 1995.

Members of the press
are fighting to block the
subpoenas.

“An objection has

been filed on be-
half of the OPA’s
Legal Service
Plan members,”
said Mark Tho-
mas, executive
vice president of
the Oklahoma
Press Associa-
tion. “And sev-
eral other newspapers
have used their own at-
torney to file an objec-
tion.”

Although fighting a
subpoena isn’t covered
under the advice or de-
fense sections of OPA’s
legal service plan, Tho-
mas, as LSP adminis-
trator, can make excep-
tions for services that
affect many LSP mem-
bers.

Thomas authorized
LSP Attorney Michael
Minnis to file an objec-
tion to the subpoenas of
31 LSP members.

Thomas

“This request
is burdensome
and there are
other places to
get that infor-
mation,” Tho-

mas said.
“They should
seek those

other options.”

In the letter of objec-
tion for the 31 LSP
members, attorney
Michael Minnis said,
“The Oklahoma news-
papers object because
the production re-
quested would subject
them to undue burden.
To comply with the sub-
poena, each newspaper
would have to hire one
or more persons to re-
view five years of news-
papers published, that
is, read approximately
1,700 newspapers for
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NEXT Board Meeting, Feb. 11

Make plans to attend the monthly
board meetings of the Oklahoma Pro
chapter of the Society of Professional
Journalists, held the second Friday of

each month.

The meetings are a great place to be
heard and share ideas with other SPJ
members or to become a member.

The next meeting is noon, Feb. 11 at
the OPA board meeting room located at
3601 N. Lincoln in Oklahoma City.

Bring a brown-bag lunch including a

drink and join fellow journalists.

SPJ needs you and your ideas so
make plans to attend. We look forward
to seeing you there!

h _d
Awards
banquet
nears

E xcitement
continues to
build as the Feb. 26
SPJ awards ban-
quet nears.

All winners, non-
winners, SPJ mem-
bers and guests
have been sent no-
tification letters and
reservation cards.

If you want to at-
tend the banquet
but did not receive
a letter and reserva-
tion card, there is
still time to make
plans.

The banquet is
open to all who are
interested in at-
tending.

Call Kim Morava
at (405) 214-5520
or Ronna Austin at
(405) 793-2774, or
you may e-mail a
request to: kmorava
@news-star.com or
raustin@okc.cc.ok.us

The evening’s fes-
tivities will begin at
6:30 p.m. with a
cash bar, followed
by dinner and the
awards presenta-
tions starting at
7:30 p.m.

Come join the fun
and mingle with fel-
low journalists.




Presented by
The Society of Professional Journalists

Friday, Feb. 25, 2000

12:30 to 4 p.m.
Frontier Room, Oklahoma Memorial Union
The University of Oklahoma - Norman

Keynote Speaker

Tom Lindley
Senior Staff Writer
The Daily Oklahoman

Before coming to The Okfahoman, Lindley was editor of The Flint Journal in Michigan, where he
also wrote columns for the opinion page. In addition, he has served as graphics and sports
managing editor at The Times-Picayune in New Orleans and as a national reporter for The Dallas
Times Herald.

Panel Members: Editors and Recent Graduates
Carol Hartzog, managing editor, Edmond Sun
Dennis Lang, managing editor, The Lawton Constitution
Carla Hinton, metro editor, The Daily Okiahoman
Susan Ellerbach, managing editor, Tulsa World
Lisa Tatum, 1998 University of Central Oklahoma graduate
and medical reporter for The Daily Oklahoman
Jason Collington, 1998 Oklahoma State University graduate
and feature writer for the Tulsa World
Nicole Hughes, 1988 University of Oklahoma graduate
and staff writer for The Wichita Eagle

SCHEDULE

Noon-12:30 pm.  Registration
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Oklah Ol
Pro Board

® President
Jim Campbell
Capital News Bureau
(405) 524-4426

® Vice-President
Kim Morava
Shawnee News-Star
(405) 214-3962
kmorava@news-star.com

®Treasurer
Carter Bradley
Capital News Bureau
(405) 525-2320
carterwbradley@yahoo.con

& Secretary
Ronna Austin
Oklahoma City
Community College
(405) 682-1611, ext. 7307
raustin@okc.cc.ok.us

® Member
Diana Baldwin
The Daily Oklahoman
(405) 475-3384
dbaldwin@oklahoman.com

® Member
Barbara Hoberock
Tulsa World
(405) 528-2465
tcapitol@ionet.net

® Member
Paul English
The Daily Oklahoman
(405) 475-3305
eenglish@oklahoman.com

® Member
Harry Culver
Capital News Bureau
(405) 942-6820
hculver.okc.worldnet@att.ngt

® Member

Mick Hinton

The Daily Oklahoman
(405) 475-3105
mhinton@oklahoman.com

® Member

Mark Hanebutt
(405) 341-2989, ext. 5576
mhanebutt@yahoo.com

From the President
Annual awards banquet
promises good food, fun

By Jim Campbell
SPJ president

e have distinc-
tive work by
Oklahoma

journalists to recognize
and a splendid opportu-
nity to talk with the people
who produced it.

We have an outstanding
menu at a reasonable

price, an easily accessible
site with adequate park-
ing.

And we have a program
streamlined somewhat
from a year ago.

So let’s have a really out-
standing turnout Feb. 26
at the SPJ annual awards
banquet to enjoy some
journalistic camaraderie
and show our apprecia-
tion to winners of the an-
nual SPJ awards.

It's the biggest event of

the year sponsored by the
Oklahoma Pro chapter of
the Society of Professional
Journalists.

Preparations are in ex-
cellent shape thanks to
months of work by Kim
Morava and Ronna Aus-
tin.

The deadline for return-
ing RSVP cards for the
event at Applewoods in
Oklahoma City is Feb. 10.

I look forward to seeing
you there.

Cost is $8.95.

“Release,”

543-1813.

In 1993 Cox won first prize for Com-
mentary and was allowed to attend the
awards banquet to receive his plaque.
It was a first for SPJ and him.

Since then Cox has continued to
hone his skills and search for an audi-
ence. Forward Movement began pub-
lishing some of Cox’s work in pamphlet
form a couple of years ago. At one point
his book of daily meditations, called
was the press’s most fre-
quently requested title at 95 cents. To
order copies of Cox’s work, call 1-800-

Former SPJ winner enters Ilterary world

One of SPJ’s contest winners for
1993 has just released his first book,
“God Is Not in the Thesaurus: Stories
From an Oklahoma Prison.”

Writer, and prison inmate, Bo Cox
sent word that his work has been pub-
lished by Forward Movement, a press
associated with the Episcopal Church.

National website full of helpful information

Journalists! Keep up
with the latest journalis-
tic news from across the
nation at SPJ National’'s
electronic website lo-

cated at www.spj.org
There you will find
news updates about
events that affect all
journalists, updates to

the 2000 covention to be
held in Ohio, FOIA infor-
mation, links to other
chapters, regional infor-
mation and much more.
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Waiting game begins on OKC bombing court order

“Nichols,” cont. from p. 1

each subpoena.

“None of the Oklahoma
newspapers have the re-
sources (money, person-
nel, or time) to comply
with the subpoena.”

Thomas suggested Nich-
ols’ defense team review
the newspapers at the
Oklahoma Historical Soci-
ety.

“Terry Nichols’ defense
team is getting a million
bucks to defend him,”
Thomas said. “Why don’t
they go down to the His-
torical Society, do the re-
search and buy those cop-
ies rather than putting it
on a private business to
use our employees and
our time to help them
make their case.”

Now that the letter of
objection has been sent,

“we just wait to hear from
Nichols’ attorneys,” said
Thomas. “If we don’t hear
anything, it’s over and
done with.”

If a motion to produce is
filed by Nichols’ attorneys,
Minnis will file a motion to
quash and then make oral
arguments before a judge.

“If we’re compelled to
produce the documents by
a judge, we'll argue for a
fee structure,” Thomas
said. “We'll try to establish
a uniform fee structure for
newspapers to be paid to
produce these documents.
Newspapers should not be
required to provide copies
and do extensive histori-
cal research at no cost ev-
ery time someone wants to
see something.”

Timothy McVeigh has
been sentenced to death
for his role in the bomb-

“This request is burdensome...”

—Mark Thomas

OPA Executive Vice President

ing. Nichols was convicted
by a federal jury of con-
spiracy and involuntary
manslaughter and is serv-
ing a life sentence.
Fortier pleaded guilty to
lying to the FBI.
Oklahoma County Dis-
trict Attorney Bob Macy
filed 160 counts of first-
degree murder against
Nichols earlier this year.
LPS members included
in the motion are: the Ada
Evening News, Altus
Times, Alva Review Cou-
rier, Anadarko Daily News,
Blackwell Journal-Tri-
bune, Broken Arrow Daily
Ledger, Chickasha Ex-
press Star, Claremore
Progress, Cushing Daily

Citizen, Duncan Banner,
Edmond Sun, Elk City
Daily News, Enid News
and Eagle, Guthrie News
Leader, Guymon Daily
Herald, Henryetta Daily
FreeLance, Holdenville
Daily News, McAlester
News Capital and Demo-
crat, McCurtain Daily Ga-
zette, Norman Transcript,
Okmulgee Daily Times,
Pauls Valley Daily Demo-
crat, Perry Daily Journal,
Ponca City News, Pryor
Daily Times, Sapulpa
Daily Herald, Seminole
Producer, Stillwater News-
Press, Tahlequah Daily
Press, Vinita Daily Jour-
nal and Weatherford Daily
News.

860 Van Vleet Oval
Norman, OK 73019-2051

Society of Professional Journalists
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NEexT SP] MEETING: NOON, FEB. 11, AT OPA, 3501 N. LINCOLN BLVD.
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