
NEXTNEXTNEXTNEXTNEXT     Board Meeting, August 9
Make plans to attend the monthly

board meetings of the Oklahoma Pro
chapter of the Society of Professional
Journalists. Most are held the second
Friday of each month.

The meetings are a great place to be
heard and share ideas with other SPJ
members or to become a member.

The next meeting is 7 p.m., Wednes-
day, Aug. 9, at Abuelo’s in Bricktown (next
to Bricktown Brewery).

The board will meet before enjoying an
evening of great food and mingling.

SPJ needs you and your ideas so
make plans to attend. We look forward
to seeing you there!
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Journalists can find help
at an all-inclusive website

Eat, drink
and mingle
August 9
By Ronna Austin
SPJ Secretary

E veryone
k n o w s
journal-

ists like to get to-
gether and mingle
— especially when
libation and good
food is involved.

That’s why every-
one should make
plans to attend the
SPJ board meeting
Aug. 9 at Abuelo’s in
Bricktown.

The meeting will
precede a happy
hour where all those
attending can eat,
drink and visit.

“Most board meet-
ings are held the
second Friday of the
month at noon,”
said SPJ Vice Presi-
dent Kim Mor-ava.
“We decided it
would be fun to hold
this one in the
evening at an eatery
so more journalists
could attend.”

If the turnout is
good, more evening
meetings will be
planned.

For more informa-
tion, call Ronna
Austin at 793-2774.

By Barbara Hoberock
SPJ board member

For those surfing the
’net looking for a collec-
tion of sites to go for, the
answer has arrived.
Journalistexpress.com

The site has amazing
links to national news-
papers, including the
New York Times, Wash-
ington Post and USA
Today, among others.

Need to know what is
going on in Denver or
Chicago? The site has
links for that informa-
tion as well.

It also has an array of
links to wire services,
international news
sites, broadcast sites,
magazines and ar -
chives.

The links also include
connections to industry
standards, such as
American Journalism

Review and Columbia
Journalism Review.

Trying to locate the
name connected with a
number? Do a reverse
search on an array of
sites such as AnyWho,
Infospace, WhoWhere,
among other links.
Some also provide
maps.

For college graduates
job hunting or dis-
placed journalists, the
site will put you in con-
tact with Journalism
Jobs, Editor and Pub-
lisher, IRE and Newspa-
per Journalism Jobs at
Monster.com

But it doesn’t stop
there. The site also has
links to government di-
rectories, such as the
National Association of

Attorneys General,
state legislatures and
Congress. It has links to
experts such as Profnet
and Yearbook of Ex-
perts.

The site also includes
more leisurely connec-
tions for shopping, en-
tertainment, cartoons,
comics, sports and, get
this, horoscopes.

On the Oklahoma
front, check out court
cases at ocsn.net.

Want to track filings
in an Oklahoma or
Tulsa county case? You
will probably find it
there.

If you have a helpful
or just plain interesting
site, send it to
htb330@aol.com for re-
view. Happy surfing.

www.WebsiteReview.spj
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Speaking to a room filled
with journalists at the Na-
tional Writer’s Workshop
in Austin, Texas, David
Maraniss shared his view-
point of what it takes to be
a skillful writer.

Maraniss, who currently
writes for the Washington
Post, emphasized the im-
portance of being a re-
porter. A writer who has
produced a powerful piece
has fulfilled the reporting
aspect of writing first, he
said.

“You can be a great re-
porter and not be a great

writer, but you cannot be
a great writer and not be
able to report,” Maraniss
said.

Maraniss told the audi-
ence that a writer can ob-
tain freedom through dis-
cipline.

“My discipline was born
of necessity,” he said.

One important facet to
being a disciplined writer
is developing a daily rou-
tine he said. Maraniss said
his daily routine involves
writing at the same time
every morning.

Maraniss said he also
disciplines himself to read
everything from newspa-
pers to poetry.  All writers
should assess pieces that

are powerful to them, he
said.

“Study that voice and try
to develop your own
through that,” Maraniss
said.

A writer must also find
the angle of the story that
readers will remember.
One has to find that place
in which he or she will
have the freedom to do
what it is that they have
set out to accomplish,

Throughout his speech,
Maraniss referred to set-
ting up your oil rig once
you have found the heart
of your story. He cau-
tioned that finding where
to drill, however, can be
the most challenging part.

Local chapter
website grows
By Ronna Austin
SPJ secretary

Edmondson to address freedom forum
By Barbara Hoberock
SPJ board member

Oklahoma Attorney
General Drew Edmondson
will give the opening ad-
dress at the First Amend-
ment Congress Sept. 15-
16 at Oklahoma State
University’s Tulsa cam-
pus.

Edmondson, a member
of the Freedom of Informa-
tion, Inc., Oklahoma
board, is serving his sec-
ond term as attorney gen-
eral. Edmondson, who ran
unopposed for his second
term, is the former district
attorney for Muskogee
County.

Edmondson is set to dis-
cuss hot issues in Okla-
homa during the welcom-
ing session at 2:15 p.m.
Sept. 15. The campus is
located 322 N. Greenwood
Ave., just north of Inter-
state 244.

The Congress will be
held in the North Hall.

Registration for the two-
day event is $50 for both
days and $35 for Saturday
only.

The Congress is spon-
sored by a FOI committee
working to establish First
Amendment resource cen-
ters in public libraries.

It is also sponsored by
the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Libraries, the
Oklahoma Libraries Asso-
ciation, the Oklahoma
County Metropolitan Li-
brary System and the
Tulsa City-County Library
System.

Ronald Elving, Washing-
ton editor for National
Public Radio, is expected
to give the keynote ad-
dress during the banquet
which begins at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 15.

Topics on Sept. 16 in-
clude: freedom of religion
and schools; classroom
values; libraries and filter-
ing; and freedom of the
press and political correct-

ness.
At 10:30 a.m. Sept. 16,

the Open Records Act au-
dit is expected to be dis-
cussed by: Diana Baldwin,
an SPJ board member,
FOI board member and
Daily Oklahoman re-
porter; Susan Ellerbach,
Tulsa World managing
editor; Mark Thomas of
the Oklahoma Press Asso-
ciation; and Terry Clark of
FOI, Inc., Oklahoma.

The Adam’s Mark Hotel,
100 E. 2nd St., is the Con-
gress hotel. FOI negotiated
a special room rate at $72
for a single. Rates are
guaranteed for reserva-
tions made by Sept. 1. The
number is 1-800-444-
ADAM.

For more information
about the Congress, con-
tact Kay Bickham, 341-
3169.

The next FOI, Inc., Okla-
homa board meeting is set
for 1:30 p.m. Aug. 6 at
Oklahoma Publishing Co.

Washington Post speaker shares views
By Kily Sander
University of Oklahoma
student

He said that requires a
combination of intuition,
common sense and expe-
rience.

“There are some stories
that you just cannot write.
I have had them a few
times in my career,”
Maraniss cautioned his
listeners.

“You just move on to the
next one.”

The Oklahoma Pro
chapter SPJ website con-
tinues to grow daily.

Those who haven’t taken
a moment to surf the
pages located at
www.geoc i t i e s . c om/
oklahomaspj should do so
for a number of reasons.

First, there are items
posted at the site that can
help local journalists join
the national and Okla-
homa SPJ chapter, and
the latest contest bro-
chure, complete with
rules, is posted there.

Second, there are nu-
merous helpful journal-
ism links located there.

There are links to local
television stations and
newspapers. There are
also worldwide links to
journalism sites as well as
links to other SPJ chap-
ter websites.

Finally, there’s the op-
portunity to offer feedback
which is important if the
site is going to work for
everyone.

Is it difficult to navigate?
Are there broken links?
Did the site help you? All
suggestions are helpful
and can be made right
there on the site at the
bottom of most pages.
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SPJ seeking nominations for the best
and worst in the field of journalism
By Barbara Hoberock
SPJ board member

The Oklahoma SPJ
board is considering es-
tablishing a worst and
best PIO category to be
presented at its annual
awards banquet in the
spring.

If you have had an ex-
perience where a public
information officer went
out of  the way to save you
on a story or took the time
to get you in touch with all
the people you needed to
talk to on a tight deadline,
we want to hear about it.

If you have had repeated
problems with a certain
department, agency, etc.,
regarding Open Records
requests or basic informa-

tion, we also want to hear
about it. And we want the
details.

The SPJ board has yet
to vote on whether or not
it will establish a darts
and laurels category for
those we work closely
with, but is looking for
your views on the subject.

It doesn't matter if it is
a state agency or your lo-
cal police department. We
want to hear from you.

Please include a contact
name and number. The
information provided will
be checked for accuracy.

Ideas may be e-mailed to
SPJ board member Bar-
bara Hoberock at
htb330@aol.com

Please let us know what
you think. Your opinion

matters.
We are also again look-

ing for entries for the First
Amendment Award, which
last year went to Tulsa
World Executive Editor
Joe Worley.

The SPJ board also
awards a lifetime achieve-
ment award to a journal-
ist.

If  you have an entry, it
also may be e-mailed to
Barbara Hoberock at
htb330.aol.com.

Please include a contact
name and number and
detailed reason for your
nomination, which may be
announced at the banquet
should your entry be se-
lected.

As always, we look for-
ward to hearing from you.

Contest brochures mailed
By Kim Morava
SPJ vice president

By the time you read
this newsletter, the 2000
SPJ Open Awards Annual
Contest brochure will
have found its way to your
mailbox and nearly 2,000
others.

This year’s contest is ex-
pected to be the biggest
ever, with 23 new catego-
ries added — bringing the
total to 68 categories in
several divisions.

New categories in radio,
television, newspaper and
public relations will pro-
vide more opportunities
for participants to enter.

For the first time, an
online category will recog-
nize journalism-related
websites.

As always, the contest is

open to anyone wishing to
enter — even non-SPJ
members.

So, when you get your
brochure, check it out and
share it with other jour-
nalists.

Or direct others to the
Oklahoma chapter’s
website at www.geocities.
com/oklahomaspj where
the brochure is available
for viewing and printing.

The contest, judged by
out-of-state SPJ mem-
bers, rewards the best
work in Oklahoma.

By entering the contest,
you are helping the local
SPJ chapter.

The annual contest is
SPJ’s only fund raising ef-
fort. While costs for
awards, mailing and other
expenses take a big chunk
of collected entry fees, the

remaining dollars help the
Oklahoma chapter fund
projects all year.

From producing this
newsletter to sponsoring
projects, holding a job fair
and helping college stu-
dents attend workshops,
the monies are needed to
keep the chapter’s activi-
ties alive.

Get involved. Enter the
contest and encourage
other journalists to do the
same.

The entry fee for all sub-
missions postmarked on
or before Sept. 12 is $10.

Late entries will be ac-
cepted until Oct. 1, if ac-
companied by a $5 late fee
per entry.

Let’s beat last year’s
record of 639 entries.

Help your local SPJ
chapter.
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SPJ officers to be chosen during
annual SPJ meeting in September         tidbits...

•Do you need to update
any or all of your SPJ mem-
bership information?

National headquarters has
made it simple!

On the Internet, go to:
www.spj.org/membership/
membupdate.htm and fill out
the form.

While you’re there, look
around at all of the helpful
information SPJ has to offer
today’s journalists.

If you’re interested in the
local connection, visit the
Oklahoma Pro chapter site at
w w w. g e o c i t i e s . c o m /
oklahomaspj

Let SPJ work for you by
getting involved!

Time to update?Time to update?Time to update?Time to update?Time to update?

•The Source needs you!
SPJ members are encouraged
to contribute to the monthly
newsletter. Add your name to
the list of those whose work
has graced these pages by
sending along an article, pic-
ture or tidbit for publication.

Deadlines are the 20th of
each month for inclusion in
the next month’s newsletter.

For more information,
contact Ronna Austin at
(405) 793-2774 or by e-mail
at raustin@okc.cc.ok.us

SPJ is about all of its mem-
bers working together. This
is a great and simple way to
be actively involved even for
those with a busy schedule.

Get involved!Get involved!Get involved!Get involved!Get involved!

By Ronna Austin
SPJ secretary

Sept. 24 marks the be-
ginning of a new lineup for
the Oklahoma Pro chapter
SPJ board as new board
members are voted in at
the SPJ annual meeting.

All SPJ members are in-
vited to attend the dinner
meeting to be held at 5
p.m. at the home of Mick
and Sue Hinton, 614
Okmulgee in Norman.

Help decide who will
lead the Oklahoma SPJ for
the next year.

Aside from taking care of
business and eating some
great food, it’s always fun
to get together with others
who share your passion
for journalism.

The menu for the early
evening get-together in-

cludes manicotti, salad,
assorted side dishes, hot
bread, dessert and drinks.

Because food will be
served, those planning to
attend will need to let us
know in advance.

Call Ronna Austin at
793-2774 or 682-1611,
ext. 7307, or e-mail
raustin@okc.cc.ok.us and
indicate how many plan to
attend.

Additional information
will be included in the
September newsletter as
well as posted to the Okla-
homa SPJ website at
www.geoc i t i e s . c om/
oklahomaspj

This is a fun and easy
way to get to know the
board members, past and
present, as well as offer
your input. Don’t pass up
this great chance!


