( Algebra 2A/2B (
Radford High School – 2005-2006

Mrs. Oka – Room 234

Phone: 421-4200 ext.266

Email:  oka717@yahoo.com 
Website: http://www.geocities.com/oka717 
Course Content

This course extends the concepts and skills studied in Algebra 1B.  Topics include systems of equations and inequalities, quadratic functions, polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational equations and functions, complex numbers, sequences and series.

In this class, you will focus on Radford's Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs) throughout the year.  The Radford High School Graduate will:

· Demonstrate proficiency in communication skills

· Be a critical thinker

· Be a quality producer

· Be a cooperative learner

· [image: image1.png]


Be a productive citizen

Classroom Rules (as posted in class)

1.  Respect everyone and everything in this classroom.

2.  Please enter the room quietly and begin work.

3.  Be prepared with all needed materials.

4.  Raise your hand and be recognized before you speak.

5.  Obey all school rules.
Required Materials:
(Textbook:  McDougal Littell Algebra 2, 2001  (will be provided)

(Paper
(Pencils (at least 2)
(Colored Pen
(Notebook


(Straight edge
(Calculator**
**A graphing calculator (ex.TI-83) is recommended if you are planning on continuing on to Trigonometry and Calculus.
Topic Outline

1st Quarter:
Chapter 1: Equations and Inequalities 

Chapter 2: Linear Equations and Functions 

Chapter 3: Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities 

2nd Quarter: 
Chapter 4: Matrices and Determinants 

Chapter 5: Quadratic Functions 

Chapter 6: Polynomials and Polynomial Functions  (part1)

3rd Quarter:
Chapter 6: Polynomials and Polynomial Functions  (part2)

Chapter 7: Powers, Roots, and Radicals 

Chapter 8: Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (part1)

4th Quarter:
Chapter 8: Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (part2)

Chapter 9: Rational Equations and Functions 

Chapter 10: Quadratic Relations and Conic Sections 

Grading Procedures

Grades are distributed as follows:

	A
90 – 100%

B
80 –  89%

C
70 –  79%

D
60 –  69%

F
00 –  59%
	 40%
Exams

 30%
Quizzes / POWs

 30%
Homework / Classwork

100%
Total Grade


**Do not ask me about your grade during class time**

Scores will be recorded into my grade book and most papers will then be returned to you.

Computer updates of grades will be posted & emailed home at the beginning of every week.

You are graded in the following areas:

Homework:   Homework is an integral part of each math lesson.  It must be done on a daily basis if maximum learning is to take place.  Homework is a learning experience that reinforces the concepts presented in class.

· Expect homework to be assigned EVERYDAY.  Classwork may also be assigned as well.  The assignments will either be problems from the book, or on worksheets, and can earn a grade of 5 points.  We will review the assignments at the start of the next class period.

· All assignments are due when collected.  If the assignment is not turned in at that time it will be considered late. 

· All work must be done in pencil.  Work done in pen will not be accepted.

· Correct heading is required on every assignment:  Name, Period, & Date in the Upper Right Corner; assignment name on the top line.

· Show Work for all problems; copy the problem and circle the final answer.

· Please write legibly.

· Homework Rubric:

	Score
	Attributes

	5
	All (or almost all) problems assigned are attempted with work shown.

	4
	Most problems assigned are attempted with work shown.

	3
	At least half of the problems assigned are attempted. (Anything less than half will be returned to be redone and will be graded as late when turned in again.)

OR

Late work with all (or almost all) problems attempted.

	2
	Late work with most problems attempted.

	1
	Late work with at least half of the problems attempted.

	0
	Any work less than half done, or not turned in.

	**All homework earns points regardless of being right or wrong.  Homework is for practicing while quizzes and exams are for grading accuracy.


Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a lowered grade.

You have a maximum of 2 weeks to turn in any late work.  
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given at least once a week and may be unannounced.  They will cover any previous material from class and you should prepare yourself such that there may be a quiz everyday. 

POWs:  “Problem of the Week” assignments involve concepts that we have learned in class and apply them to a word problem of sorts.  This problem requires students to not only solve it, but to clearly write out their explanations and analysis.  Writing has become an important aspect in math education, and as such, the POWs will carry the same weight as two quizzes.  There will be about 1-2 POWs per quarter.

Exams:  You will be given an exam for every chapter we cover and a cumulative exam at the end of each quarter.  We will cover approximately 2-3 chapters a quarter.

Extra Credit: Opportunities will be given regularly throughout this course, most often in the form of a “Do Now” or board work.  A “Do Now” consists of a number of problems that you have learned to solve.  You are to complete it entirely on your own in class to receive Do Now points. (5 Do Now points = 1 bonus point) All bonus points will be added to your homework points at the end of the grading period.

Recovery Grades

My goal as a mathematics teacher is for you to learn mathematics.  The purpose of a quiz is to access your knowledge of a given concept, prior to a unit or chapter test.  If you have not fully understood a concept at the time of a quiz, I want you to research your mistakes and try again.  The Recovery program is designed to give you this opportunity no more than 3 times each quarter, by allowing you to retake any quiz on which you get a D or an F (69% or lower).  The highest one could then receive is a C- (70%), so as to not compromise the grades of the students who did well the first time around.  These recovery quizzes will only be given after school, 2-3 days after the original quiz has been given and are always different than the original but on the same information.  I will have already passed back and gone over the original quiz in class and the student should stay after the day before the recovery is given to review their mistakes and ask any further questions.  This program can improve student achievement and overall learning.  This program works well, as long as the student prepares prior to taking the recovery.

Notes about the recovery program:

1. Students can never hurt their grade by taking a recovery quiz.

2. Recovery quizzes will only be given after school in room 234.

3. Other school activities (sports, clubs, etc.) must be put on hold that day to take the recovery.

4. Students must arrange their own transportation home.

5. Tests are NOT a part of the recovery program.

6. This program can be used up to 3 times each quarter.

7. DO NOT come in after school for the recovery unless you know the information better than the first time!  Please prepare and DO NOT embarrass yourself.

The following scale will be used for the recovery quizzes: 

Recovery Grade
New Grade
Recovery
 New
Recovery
 New 
93-100 …….……..
70
70-74 ……...……..
66
62………....……..
62

85-92 ……...……..
69
67-69 ……...……..
65
61 or lower ………

80-84 ……...……..
68
64-66 ……...……..
64

the higher of the 

75-79 ……...……..
67
63 ………....……..
63

two grades

Availability for Help:

Mornings 7:30-7:55
Recess
TASK
After School until 4:00
By Appointment

Academic Dishonesty

Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following: cheating on tests/quizzes, plagiarizing, falsifying data, intentional & unauthorized alteration of materials, and unauthorized collaboration such as copying or allowing the copying of homework.  Such actions will result in a zero for the assignment or test and a referral to your counselor.

Class Expectations and Procedures:

1. You are expected to be in your seat and writing when the tardy bell rings.  Sharpen your pencil before the bell and have your assignment ready to turn in.

2. You are expected to have the required materials with you everyday.
3. Use the restroom before the tardy bell rings.  You will not be allowed to leave the room during class unless it’s an “emergency” (special conditions – e.g. urinary tract infections, pregnancy, etc. Bring a note from home).

4. If you are absent it is your responsibility to get the homework assignment:
· Homework should be posted on the board and on my website.  However, this system is not error-proof, so you should have the phone numbers for at least 3 people in your class so you can call them to ask for the assignment.

Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ______________________ 

Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ______________________ 

Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ______________________

5. When you get back to school, you need to check the board and pick up any handouts that you missed.  You have one more day than the number of days you were absent to make up any assignments.  

· If you are absent the day before a quiz/test, you will still take the quiz/test on the assigned day.  If you are absent on quiz/test day, you will take it the first day you are back in school at lunch or after school.  

Failure to make up work will result in a zero for the work.

6. There will be no food or drinks except water in class.

7. Calculators are to be used for math purposes only.  Any teacher has the right to resent them or confiscate them if they are being used inappropriately.

Contact:  All assignments and upcoming exams will be posted on my website http://www.geocities.com/oka717.  If you have any other questions or need help with something, you can also email me at oka717@yahoo.com.

This course should provide you with many challenges and chances to grow.  I have confidence that you will all do well and succeed this school year.  Just work hard and do you best and the rewards will follow!
Classroom Syllabus and Grading Procedure

Algebra 2
Period  __________

STUDENTS:   I, ________________________, have read Mrs. Oka’s classroom and grading procedures and understand them.  I have also had the opportunity to ask questions about them and will follow them for the 2005-2006 school year.  Should any problems arise in or out of the classroom, Mrs. Oka will call my parents/guardians to inform them.  

____________________________________
________________


Student’s Signature
Date

PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  My child has discussed all 5 pages of the classroom and grading procedures with me.  I understand them and will support them.

____________________________________
________________


Parent/Guardian’s Signature
Date

IMPORTANT NOTE TO PARENTS: To help keep you updated about your child’s progress in my class, I email out reports with up-to-date grades every Monday.  However, I can only do this for you if I have your email address on file. For me personally, email tends to be the best method of communication because I can access messages anytime and anywhere.  Through email I can also show you in detail how your child has been performing.  I understand that some parents may not have email access, and if you are in this situation there are other options.
Please fill out the portion below so that I can collect your information.  This will count as one homework assignment for your child.  If you have any questions or comments, you can always contact me through email at oka717@yahoo.com or via phone at school 421-4200 ext 266, Monday through Friday until about 4pm.  Also, don’t forget about my class website (http://www.geocities.com/oka717) which lists all upcoming events and current homework assignments with due dates.  I try to update it daily.  Thank you very much for all your time and cooperation.

Check box that is applicable (USE PEN ONLY):

I would like to receive weekly grade updates via email.  

My preferred email address is (please print clearly): _______________________________________

I do not have email.  (If you check this box, you can always request a print out of your child’s grade anytime during the year, or you can call me at school and I can update you that way.)

Phone numbers:  ___________________________

Please turn in to Mrs. Oka as soon as possible.

More resources for this textbook are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.classzone.com" ��http://www.classzone.com� 





“The only limitations are those you place on yourself and those you allow other people to place on you.”


		-Jean Driscoll
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