ENGLISH IV AP
Summer Assignment #3
Death of a Salesman Essay 
You will be writing a well-structured, well-developed essay on one of the following topics.  Be sure you follow the essay format we have discussed in class: your essay must have a clear thesis, body paragraphs with topic sentences, and a clear conclusion.  Check my web site for how I expect your essay to be set up (Format For All Essays).  

Your essay should be between 800 and 1100 words and must be in chunk format (if you CAN vary the formula without losing continuity, you may alter it slightly…content is what I’m looking for).  
Your essay is due on August 15th.  It must be typed and double spaced and printed out before you come to class on the due date (you may also email it as an attachment to me prior to the due date.)  In the heading of your essay, please include the following information: your name, the topic number you have chosen, and the word count of your essay.  I would also like for you to highlight or underline your WELL-DEVELOPED thesis…if you’d like my help on this, please email me what you have(.
1. Discuss the connection between business or selling and one other important element of the play (possibilities include honesty, ownership, sports, etc.).  How does your chosen element contribute to or enhance the play’s treatment of the theme of selling and business?
2. Examine the role of illusions throughout Death of a Salesman and discuss how these illusions are connected to the American dream.  Are illusions, dreams and hopes presented as positive or negative in the play?
3. Choose one motif (e.g. flute music, gardens/plants, meat/butchering) and trace it through the play to discover its function and purpose.  Be sure you make an argument about the specific role played by your chosen motif in the play.
4. Discuss the portrayal of relationships throughout Death of a Salesman.  You should be sure to consider different types of relationships (father/son, mother/son, fraternal, friendly) in your argument.
