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Welcome to Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry, Ohio’s most
competitive pageant and Ohio’s most sought-aftertie.

The following pages contain information that willhelp

you be successful as you prepare to compete withay
Pride Pageantry.

Whether you are a first-time contestant or a returnng
contestant, this handbook will be a very importantool
for you. The handbook has been designed according t
experiences of the Ohio Gay Pride Royalty and other
contestants who have competed in past years, in
addition to suggestions from our judges.

It is imperative that you become familiar with therules
and regulations governing Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry.
The rules and regulations are included in this handook.

We also suggest that you attend Ohio Gay Pride
Preliminary Pageants and/or the State Pageant to @
you become familiar with the system. The Ohio Gay

Pride website is also a resource for your use and
includes information regarding the history of OhioGay

Pride Pageantry and the Ohio Gay Pride Royalty.

Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry has become a very

competitive pageant system and it is important thayou
prepare a very competitive competition package.
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Miss Ohio Gay Pride is a 3 day event. The first twdays
of Miss Ohio Gay Pride consists of Preliminary
Competition to determine the top ten contestants. fie
top ten contestants, then, compete on final nighkr.
Ohio Gay Pride is a one day event and all qualified
contestants will compete.

Unfortunately, there can be only one winner each .
Please do not be discouraged if you are not the wiar.
Instead, review your score sheets and judges’ commis
and prepare to come back next year with a goal and
desire to be an Ohio Gay Pride Titleholder.
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Rules And Regulations (Mr & Miss)

1. All contestants MUST be a legal resident of Ohio. Padagsidency
must be provided if requested by the promoter.

2. Contestantsnust be male and have reached the legal age of twenty-one
(21) prior to the date of the pageant. Proof of age, ssiehdaivers
license/state issued identification card, birth cedt®¢ etc., must be
provided to the promoter of the pageant. If for any reds®promoter
finds cause to investigate the age of the contestaspmahle measures
will be taken for the investigation to ensure that thietestant meets the
minimum age requirement. If no validation if found, thetestant will
be disqualified.

3. Judging will be based on a total points-accumulated systeitine levent
of a TIE, the winner will be determined by the highasgnt score. If
there is a tie in the talent scores, the tie must bleelorby an onstage
guestion involving the top 5 contestants.

4. Contestants will be judged in the following categor@sative
Evening/Formal Wear, On stage Question and Answer, |&nta
Interview is held at the state competition only.

5. The use of any illegal drugs or the dispensing of angalldrugs will not
be tolerated while the contestants are participating in OhyoRGEde
Pageantry

6. Talent will be limited to seven (7) minutes. Prop set-ilpbg limited to
two (2) minutes. Prop takedown will also be limited to twon(@)utes.
Prop set-up and takedown times are not included in the s@eminute
talent time. You will have a total of eleven (11) minutéfisa contestant
exceeds the time limits, they will receive a scoreesb (0) for the talent
category.

7.Any type of talent presentation is acceptable except thasenay cause
injury to you or othersNO PYROTECHNICS are permitted (fire,
flashpots, flaming batons, etc.). The use of autheotikihg weapons is
prohibited.
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8. Any contestant caught in the act of stealing and/or ngudamage to
another contestant’s property will be immediately disifjedland
removed from the pageant location.

9. For the crowning ceremony: Gown (Miss) or suit (Mr.)of choic
10.Smoking will not be permitted in the dressing areas.
11.No food or drink will be permitted in the dressing areas.

12.Each contestant will be permitted to have one (1) helpiaeiliressing
area at any given time. All helpers will be required teehan
identification card.

13.For Preliminary Pageants, each Contestant will pagrdity fee as set by
the Preliminary Promoter — cash or money order oNI) PERSONAL
CHECKS WILL BE ACCEPTED. For Miss & Mr.Ohio Gay Pride
Pageant, the preliminary promoters are responsible tchpastate entry
fee for their own qualified contestants.

14. Any contestant, dresser, dancers, talent performersybtccauses a
disturbance of any kind during a preliminary pageant or ab Ghay
Pride Preliminary Pageant will result in the disquedifion of the
contestant and contestant will be banned from all OhioR3@le
Pageants in the future. We expect all contestants aircatffiliates to
behave in a professional manner.

15 All qualified contestants MUST compete at the Ohio BGage Pageant.
Any qualified contestant who does not compete at the OhyoR@de
Pageant will be banned from the Ohio Gay Pride Systermfa(b) year
and will not be permitted to be involved in any Ohio Gay Piidhetion
or preliminary pageant held during the year. This includestions
within Mr. and Miss Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry.
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16.If a qualified contestant does not compete at Ohio Gay Bndevas not
excused from competing at Ohio Gay Pride by the state peontbey
will be required to return the $75.00 entry fee to their pralkary
promoters for reimbursement of the state entry feepittanoter has
already paid to reserve the contestants slot at Mis&.oDhio Gay Pride
Pageant. The qualified contestant who does not compete@Zay
Pride will have thirty (30) days to reimburse $75.00 to thegtiminary
promoter. Failure to reimburse the preliminary promatdrresult in the
contestant being banned from the Ohio Gay Pride Systemhegintry
fee is paid. Preliminary titleholders who do not competerad Gay
Pride will be required to return crown or medal, all awaads|, all prize
money to the preliminary promoter within 30 days of the giageant
for which the contestant did not compete.

17 A preliminary promoter may choose to offer gifts, cashelieshows,
bookings, etc. in addition to the prize package that ioseil
preliminary pageants. Any additional gifts must be outlimedriting
and signed by both the preliminary promoter and the conte$tahere
Is no signed agreement regarding additional gifts or sugpert,
preliminary promoter is not obligated to provide additional gifts
support to the contestant who becomes qualified to comptie ®hio
Gay Pride Pageant.
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ADMINISTRATIVE POINTS
RULES AND REGULATIONS

10 points Smoking in the dressing room
10 points Drinking in the dressing room
10 points More than one dresser indtlessing room

Immediate Disqualification
Badgering or belittling any contestant, any
member of the Ohio Gay Pride Preliminary or
associates of the Ohio Gay Pride Preliminary
Pageant, or any affiliates of Ohio Gay Pride
Pageantry.

5 points No costume for presentation
10 points Tardy for line up 5 pointgledor Roll Call,
Presentation, Creative Evening/Formal Wear,

On-stage Question, and Talent

5 points Late for registration
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INTERVIEW
100 Points Each Judge
(State Level Only)

This is a JOB INTERVIEW. It is very difficult to prepare for an
interview. However, holding a “mock” interview with your frie nds or
colleagues may help you feel more at ease with this prese It is most
important to study the Ohio Gay Pride System prior to yur interview.
This interview is no different than a job interview whee you would
study the company for which you will be interviewing. Youshould know
the history of Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry as well as the OhiGay Pride
Royalty (former state titleholder) in order with respect to the year that
each titleholder served. You should also know specifics each and
every category of the pageant.

The dress code for interview is “Business Casual” and yomay
interview as male or female. Contestants for Mr. Ohio Gg Pride will
interview as male. Be sure to choose the “persona” that going to
make you feel most comfortable during your interview. Berepared to
tell the judges why you chose to come to interview as neabr female. Do
not come to interview in jeans and T-shirts or sweaduits. Your hair

and accessories should be business-appropriate and ydwald be very
well groomed. If you choose to interview as male, do not weaminine
fingernails or accessories. Whether you interview as male temale,
your gender should be obvious to the judges. Do not leave theguessing
if you are man or woman.

Humor is good during interview, but make sure that youare also
conveying the idea that you are serious about this job.

When you enter the interview area, it is customary to shee hands with
each judge. You should sit only when invited to do so by erof the
judges — most likely, this invitation will come from the lead judge.

The judges will do everything possible to make you feebmfortable

during the interview process. Your answers should be ear and
complete. Do not use “um” or “uhh” when speaking. Speaklew and
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think about your answers to the judges’ questions. Doat rush through
your answers. It is better to think about your thoughts béore you start
speaking.

Be honest during your interview. If you do not know the aswer to a
particular question, tell the judges that you do not knowthe answer but
also let them know that you will be researching that infomation as soon
as your interview time is over. You should convey the idea thgbou are
motivated to learn anything that you may not know.

The head judge will alert you to the end of the intengw time. Before
leaving the interview area, you should, again, shake hands Wwieach
judge and thank them for their time with you.

ON-STAGE QUESTION
100 Points Each Judge

Like interview, it is difficult to prepare for On-Stage Question. You may
choose to “practice” by having your friends or colleagues &sgquestions
and allowing them to critique your answers.

There is nothing wrong with taking a breath and thinking alout your
answer before you start speaking. As long as you do not takdong
period of stage time to think about your answer, the jdges will not
deduct points for a short pause before you answer.

You should speak slowly and make sure that you are answegrithe
guestion posed to you. Speak well and be articulate. &groper English
when answering your question. It is best to answer thguestion without
“rambling”. The more you speak, the more possible it willbe to lead
yourself away from the topic of the question that has been lasd.
Sometimes, a short, concise answer will score bettdran a long, drawn-
out answer.
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CREATIVE EVENING/FORMAL WEAR
100 Points Each Judge

This is the most elegant category in the pageant. Your at should be
elegant but it must also have a creative flare. It can not b& costume.
Beware of creativity that may lead to your attire looking morelike a
costume than Creative Evening/Formal Wear. Face masks are not
encouraged as they tend to create the look of a costume et of
Creative Evening/Formal Wear. Hats are acceptable to this categy
but make sure that the hat does not cover your face. Watch ¢hsize of
your hat as well. Hats that are too large may look like a costume

Attire that is beaded or stoned is an acceptable option, bplain, fabric
attire is also acceptable as long as the attire is creative astegant.
Fabrics with a unique pattern are not considered to bereative. For
example, a fabric containing several multi-colored shapesogs not
constitute creativity. Stretch fabric is not recommendedf you want to
score well in this category. Stretch fabric, many timesappears to be
“cheap” and may cause bunching or wrinkling in certain areagesulting
in point deductions. Remember that ELEGANCE is thekey to the
Creative Evening/Formal Wear category.

Stones, sequins, and other objects should be attachedliveand should
not fall off of your attire when modeling. Points will bededucted for
falling stones or other falling objects during this categy.

The fabric of your attire should be free of wrinkles, rps, and tears.
There should be no stains or unwanted marks on the fabsi Accessories
should complement the attire and should not be distractig.

Your Creative Evening Wear should be comfortable and easy for yoto
model. Modeling should be slow and deliberate. Make surat your
shoes are appropriate for you and that you are able to walkomfortably
while modeling. Be steady on your feet as you model and trg keep
from stumbling or tripping as you walk the stage.
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If you wear a gown for this category, all of the customary rles of length
and fit will apply. Make up should be appropriate and yourhair should
be clean. Watch your hairline! Updo’s are not required bt the style of
your hair should complement the attire that you choose to odel.

For Mr. Ohio Gay Pride, Your attire should be masculinebut creative.
All expectations of length and fit apply. Accessories shild complement
the attire.

Props may be used for the Creative Evening/Formal Wear Categy.
However, no prop set up time will be allotted for this ategory.

Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry offers you the opportunity to weadifferent
Creative Evening/Formal Wear attire for preliminary night and final
night. Itis STRONGLY encouraged that you take advantagefahis
opportunity. Remember that your package should make you ahd out
from the other contestants. If you wear the same attire ofinal night
that you wore on preliminary night, you are NOT making yourséf

stand out. History has shown that our judges will deduct gints for
contestants wearing the same attire on preliminary night ad final night.

During Miss Ohio Gay Pride Preliminary competition, the stage curtain
will remain open at all times throughout this category. ForFinal Night
of Miss Ohio Gay Pride, the curtain will open for each ontestant and
will close when the contestant has completed his/her -@tage question
and is excused from the stage.

TALENT
200 Points Each Judge

Talent is the highest scored category of the pageant. Wihehoosing a
talent, be sure to choose something that is within youange and within
your abilities. If you are not a dancer, do not choose a daimg talent for
competition.

You should prepare two different talents for this competion, one talent
for preliminary competition and another talent for final night.
Remember that during preliminary competition, you are fighting for a
spot in the top 10 and on final night, you are fighting for he crown.
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While you are preparing your competition talent, make surethat your
preliminary talent is strong enough to be a top 10 talent.

A “Saturday Night Solo Drag Number” will not score well in
preliminary competition nor final night competition. This competition is
your one opportunity to show the judges something more thayour
usual performance and an opportunity to show the judgewhat you are
capable of doing.

Your talent should not contain a large amount of violence and should
not contain vulgar language or actions.

Hair and makeup should be appropriate for your talent. Yourtalent
costume should be wrinkle free and free of stains or anks. Talent
costumes should be well constructed with no holes agdrs. If you have
stones or other objects on your talent costume, ensutleat they are
applied well so that they do not fall off of your costumeluring your
talent. Points will be deducted for “falling debris” from your talent
costume.

Your talent should be entertaining and should have a beginng) a
middle, and an end with climaxes in the appropriate @ces. It may be a
good idea to perform your talent for friends or colleaguedefore the
competition to ensure that it has entertainment value.

Prepare your talent well. Rehearsal is the key to a winnintalent
performance. If you have back up dancers in your talentthey should be
on cue and they should appear as though they are comfortabWith the
talent. Everyone in the talent should appear confident witlevery move.
Back up dancers should not be distracting but should coplement YOU
in the talent.

The talent that you present should be able to stand otsiown and make
sense to anyone seeing it. Beware of preparing a talenbm a movie or
musical as a judge may not understand your talent if they ha not seen
that particular movie or musical. Be careful of talents mn which you are
presenting the illusion of a character. Judges may not knothe
character that you are presenting which may create difficuy in the
judge’s ability to score you appropriately. For example, ifyou choose to
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create the illusion of Missy Elliot for your talent competition, a judge,
who may not know anything about Missy Elliot, will have a diffialt
time judging you appropriately. Even well-known characters ae,
sometimes, risky in competitions.

Lip Sync talents should appear as though the words are cong out of
your mouth. Know the cues of each phrase and be sure timish each
word. If your talent contains several voices, there should visible
person attached to those voices. For example, if youwalent contains a
conversation or dialogue between you and another voice, tteeshould
be a person on stage portraying the other voice.

Do not turn your back to the judges during your lip sync.
Beware of long intro’s to your talent.

Refrain from leaving the stage for costume changes, etc.itfis
imperative that you leave the stage, it should be for a veshort period
of time and there should be some form of entertainmertiappening on
the stage while you are off of the stage. You may lose pant you are
absent from the stage for an inappropriate amount of time.

Duets that contain equal parts for both voices are notacommended. It
should be clear that YOU are the main character in your teent and the
focus should be on YOU.

If there is a sound in your talent CD that suggests thatou should be
performing a certain action, you must make sure that you are
performing that very action. For example, if there is thesound of
pounding in your recording, there should be a correlating atton to that
sound. The actions should be precise and should look as tlybuthat
sound is being created by the person on stage.

Your talent CD should be clear and free of static. The saas should be
easy to hear and easy to understand. Recordings of dialagare
sometimes difficult to understand. Make sure that ever word in your
CD is understandable.
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You may choose to use the stage curtain for your talent on &minary
Nights and Final Night. If you do not specify your wisheso use the
stage curtains for your talent, the stage curtains will renain open to
allow for the maximum amount of stage area. If you choose tase the
stage curtains for your talent, you will be required tohave your own
person to open and close the curtains for you. Ohio Gay Rle
Pageantry staff or stage manager will not be available to open ciose
the curtains for you.

For Final Night, Your talent track must be Track 1 and your chosen
crowning song must be Track 2 on that same CD.

PRESENTATION
Not Judged

Presentation is not a judged category, but there is an awdmgiven to the
contestant with the best presentation. Your presentatioattire should
be according to the theme of the pageant. The themedstermined by
the current Ohio Gay Pride titleholder and will be anrmounced at each
preliminary pageant. The theme will also be posted on th@hio Gay
Pride website.

PAGEANT INFORMATION

REGISTRATION

Registration is usually held at noon on the first day of compggion for
Miss Ohio Gay Pride. Registration for Mr. Ohio Gay Pride will be held
at noon on the day of competition. Please refer to your Ohi@Gay Pride
Contestant Packet when they are available for the schedut# events for
Mr. and Miss Ohio Gay Pride Pageant.

You are required to download your Ohio Gay Pride ContestanPacket
from the Ohio Gay Pride Website. Packets will not be availdb by any
other means. The contestant packets for Mr. Ohio Gay Rde will be
available by July 15. The contestant packets for Miss Ohio G&yride
will be available by September 15.
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During registration for Miss Ohio Gay Pride, you will be required to
purchase weekend passes for your talent dancers or thoseolved in
your pageant package only. The price of weekend passes wil posted
on the Ohio Gay Pride website along with your contestant p&ets.
During registration for Mr. Ohio Gay Pride, you will be r equired to
purchase admission passes for your talent dancers at reguladmission
price.

You will be given a dresser badge at Registration. Your dress will get
into Axis free of charge as long as they have this dresseadge when
they come through the doors. If you lose your dresser badggou will be
required to purchase another badge for $10.00

Included in your contestant packet are three forms thayyou must
complete and bring to Registration with you. These forméclude the
contestant application, the release form, and the contrador Miss/Mr.
Ohio Gay Pride. To make the registration process easy amlick,
please have these forms completed when you come to req@ston.

You will be assigned a date and time for your interviewAll Interviews

are held at Somewhere Else Nightclub and Showbar. Int@ews for Mr.
Ohio Gay Pride will be held immediately following registation.

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS

There is no host hotel for Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry. Contésnts may
lodge anywhere they like.

PRELIMINARY COMPETITION (Miss Ohio Gay Pride)

Preliminary Competition applies to Miss Ohio Gay Pride only.
Preliminary nights will begin at 7PM and will be held at Axis Nightclub.
You will not be permitted into Axis until 6PM on Preliminary Nights of

the contest. NO EXCEPTIONS!

The first two nights consist of the Preliminary Compeition to determine
the top ten contestants who will compete on final nigh
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All contestants will be competing in one or two of theategories each
night. Contestants are categorized into two groups. Groupne competes
in Creative Evening Wear and On-Stage Question on the firstight of
competition. Group two competes in Talent the first nighof the
pageant. The groups “switch” on the second night of prelinmary
competition.

When you have completed your category on Preliminary nightgjou are
required to pack your belongings and take them to your vahle
immediately. This will help to create more room in thedressing area for
the contestants who are still involved in the night ofompetition.

Tables are not reserved or sold for preliminary nightsTables will be
available on a first come, first served basis.

Preliminary Nights will usually be completed by 9:15pm.

STARS OF PRIDE SHOW (Miss Ohio Gay Pride)

This review show is held on Saturday of the Miss Ohio Garide
Pageant. The cast includes all of the Ohio Gay Pride Royalfgr Miss
and Mr. Ohio Gay Pride. The Stars of Pride show is a matatory event
for all contestants and the winners of the preliminarycategories will be
announced during this show.

FINAL NIGHT

Final night of competition is held on Sunday. Contestastwill not be
permitted into Axis until 6:30pm on Final Night.

General Admission to the pageant will be announced on ti@hio Gay

Pride website and tables are available for $45.00 which include
admission for 4.
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The pageant will begin promptly at 8PM. Immediately followng
Presentation, the top ten contestants will be announcedhose
contestants who are not in the top ten (Miss Ohio Gay Rfe) are
required to pack their belongings immediately and take tem to their
vehicles. Contestants not in the top ten are dismiss@&mdm the
competition following the announcement of top ten and araot required
to remain at the pageant location. Of course, those contesits are
welcome to stay and enjoy the remainder of the pageant.
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EXPECTATIONS OF OHIO GAY PRIDE
TITLEHOLDERS

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible to workclosely
with the Ohio Gay Pride Promoter to ensure the continad
success of the Ohio Gay Pride System.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible to develp
preliminary pageants, recruit preliminary pageant promoters,
and assist with planning preliminary pageants as needed.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible to havérequent
contact with the Ohio Gay Pride Promoter.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be required to attendall
Preliminary Pageants unless otherwise excused by the @hay
Pride Promoter.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible to haveeliable
transportation to all preliminary pageants and Ohio Gay Pride
functions.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will receive appearance feef&75.00
for attending each preliminary pageant. This fee to be pdithe
night of your appearance at the preliminary pageant.

» Preliminary Pageant Promoters are NOT responsible for
transportation or lodging expenses for Ohio Gay Pride
Titleholders.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible to be pnctual
and on time for all events.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be required to act ina
professional manner at all times while representing th©hio Gay
Pride Pageant System.

» The Promoters of the Ohio Gay Pride Pageant System have the
right to revoke title and crown/medal of any Ohio Gay Prde
Titleholder who does not comply with the outlined reponsibilities.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible for corcting
current preliminary promoters to ensure that they will continue
to hold their respective preliminary pageants

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders are responsible to uphold albf the
rules and regulations of Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry.

» Ohio Gay Pride Titleholders will be responsible for malkng
administrative decisions in the absence of the Ohio Gay iee
Promoter.
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DEDICATION

dedication

noun

1. complete and wholehearted fidelity

Dedication is very important to Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry. As
titleholder in this system, your success will depend um your
dedication to the system and to the family of Ohio Gay Pde
Pageantry.

PRIZE PACKAGE

The prize package for Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry will be outhied in
your contestant packet each year. The prize package for theinmer
IS, intentionally, not a huge cash prize. Those who have bemvolved
in this system in the past, understand the prize packag&he owners
of Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry do not offer large prize packagesn the
night of the pageant. Instead, Ohio Gay Pride Titleholdes are
rewarded throughout the year of their reign, based upon tair
dedication and their willingness to work for the conthued success of
Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry. Ohio Gay Pride Pageantry is not the
right system for the entertainer who enters a pageant sictly for the
prize money. We_are notthe least interested in having a titleholder
whose main concern is the amount of money they will gettiiey win.
We are interested in the person who is dedicated to this sg$n and
willing to work for the money and rewards that they will receive.
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SCORE SHEETS

All Score Sheets will be reviewed by the Ohio Gay Pridéromoter and
copies of each score sheet will be made for filing ihé Ohio Gay Pride
Office. Original Contestant Score Sheets will, then,domailed to the
contestant within three weeks of the pageant. Scoresivbe posted in
the contestant dressing area at the end of the final niglef competition.

Scores are calculated and confirmed by three parties thrghout the
entire competition.

PLEASE VISIT THE OHIO GAY PRIDE WEBSITE FOR MORE
INFORMATION AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE.

THEME FOR MISS OHIO GAY PRIDE 2009

PRIDE ON THE WILD SIDE

Contestants are required to wear a SIMPLE, ANIMAL PRINT,
FULL LENGTH EVENING GOWN for presentation.
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