MUNICIPALITY OF TURÉN

(January,2007)
From the geographical point of view, the municipality of Turén, Portuguesa is part of the flat high place of the State with highly fertile soils and alluvial formation with presence of sediments deposited by the Rio Acarigua, which across the centuries has changed course in diverse occasions. The above-mentioned municipality is located in the southeast of the State of Portuguesa and by his high agricultural production it has been named the  First Granary of Venezuela. In accordance with the Official Gazette of the State of Portuguesa of date June 19, 1989, the capital is the city of Villa Bruzual and it surrounded by the following parishes: Canelones (the capital La Misión), Santa Cruz (the capital Santa Cruz) and San Isidro Labrador (the capital Turén Center, La Colonia).

During the pre-Columbian period, this territory was occupied by aborigines of the Nation of Guamo, who were situated in the time period of “neoindio”, being characterized by the practice of intensive agriculture and the manufacture of ceramics. Later, with the arrival of the European to American ground and his colonizing project, the Catholic Church was a fundamental actor for the subjection of the aborigines across the imposition of the catholic religion for the ways of the ideal Christian and the change of language.

In this order of ideas and in accordance with the indicated in the file 12 of the Section Hearing of Caracas, in the General File of the Indies (Seville, Spain) and to a Relation on the Missions of the Capuchins, done by Monk Buenaventura de Benaocaz, on April 10, 1788, section Convents, series Capuchins, folder N ° 28, I File Arquidiocesano of Caracas (Venezuela), the population Hispanic precedents of the municipality Turén began in 1724, when Monk Francisco de Campillos of the order of the Andalusian Capuchins (Franciscan order), founds the Mission of San Antonio of Turén or Jujure in the jurisdiction of the Town of Araure with aborigines of the nations guamos and atatures under the category of peoples of Indians, which was consisting of the organization of one o more groups of aborigines in the shape of people with missionary and permanent church.

Later, in 1797, the Monk Juan de Alhama founds the village of Indians named “Sabaneta de Turén” that then was moved to Turén Viejo at the beginning of the XIXth century up to the current Town Bruzual.

It is important to point out that during the whole colonial period the grounds of the current municipality Turén pertained to the Province of Caracas.Then when the process of reorganization begins and consolidation of the Independence this region joined the Province of Barinas as the Law of Territorial division of Colombia sanctioned in June 25, 1824.
On April 28, 1856, when The National Congress sanctions the new Law of Local government organization of the Republic of Venezuela in congruity with the indicated in the decree dictated on April 15, 1851 and published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Venezuela Nº 1013, dated May 4 of the same year, by means of which the new Province of Portuguesa is created, Sabaneta de Turén was raised to the Category of Parish and it was concerning to the Canton Araure.

In the process of the federal war (1859-1863) 327 battles freed themselves, one of which was realized in the current Settlement of the Guasdual, October 15, 1862, where there fought Manuel Ezequiel Bruzual, the so called one “ The Soldier without Fear of the Federation ”.To the victory of the Federal Revolution in 1863, according to Santander (1994), the Territorial Law of 1864 changes to him the name to Sabaneta de Turén into  Villa Bruzual, in honor to the soldier without fear. The Department Turén is created and it becomes free of Araure.It is important to emphasize that during all his history this territory has dyed an agricultural tradition that characterized up to the decade of forty (XXth century) for the large estate and the smallholding. Likewise, the axis of his economy constituted it the forest development of the Great Forest of Turén.
In this respect, at the end of the decade in reference, the Military Meeting of Government of the Republic of Venezuela across the Agrarian National Institute (IAN), starts crystallizing the so called Project “ Agricultural Unit of Turén ” (UAT);this project that caused a great economic, social, ecological and cultural impact without precedents in the Venezuelan history, since it allowed the improvement of the socioeconomic conditions in the field across technology of advanced for the cultures, which redounded to high production and the access to hygienic housings and public services.

According to IAN (1950), “ Turén is the synthesis of the agrarian politics initiated by the Institute for order of the Military Meeting of Government. Politics with which the contrast appears objetivaly between the systems of feudal development of the ground and the empirical means of working, with the technical procedures imposed now. From the team of oxen of oxen to the tractor, of the reprised to the machine seed drill, from the unhygienic mess to the modern house, is the itinerary and the reverse of the medallist of the past ”.

Inside the Plan of the Agricultural Unit of Turén there joined an Europeans' numerous quota that they were coming to re-do his life then that his countries were remaining devastated by the Second World War. Also colonists were included proveniences of diverse parts of the Venezuela.

No doubt, this was a project that he was answering to a politics of State conceived in an absolutely planned way, in order to introduce the capitalism in the Venezuelan agriculture. In relation to the Project of the Agricultural Unit of Turén, Marcos Pérez Jiménez (1983) indicates: " With regard to the field, we do not believe in the “conuco”. The “conuco” with or without water, is a sign of misery. We begin then to develop the big agricultural extensions, to be exploited rationally. And to place in them our peasants who had the sufficient experience to exploit rationally the ground, and to achieve a rural similar class, at least a bit similar to that of the United States, where you find a farmers' heap and where the real fortitude of the country is. Farmers who have a good house inside his farm, which they work the ground with tractors, which children go to the Universities, etc. This was what we were trying to do. A question of major importance. (...) In the field we were looking, first of all, for a rational agrarian production ”.The Agricultural Unit of Turèn is the authentic demonstration of how the human being can create wealth and well being across the work supported and disciplined of the ground.  
It turns out opportune to indicate that it is, even if I am a convinced democrat I consider rightly to recognize, in the light of the facts and the history, the vision of agricultural progress that had the military government presided by Marcos Pérez Jiménez and that in spite of political ambiguous and incoherent applied in the field as the democratic governments (inclusive the  government of the president Chávez), Turén continues being a region with a potential agricultural high place.The contemporary Turén is a noble, hard-working, proud people of his biological and cultural crossbreeding, which has cost him the name of “ Crucible of Cultures ”, since on him there are founded cultural elements of diverse peoples of the world.
This cultural diversity reflects in the diverse festivities that we celebrate throughout the whole year such as The Dance of the Turas, Carnival, The Cross of May, The Negroes' Sones (Tamunangue) to San Antonio, The drums of San Juan, the holidays to San Isidro, The Virgin of Carmen, The Virgin of Rosario, Santa Barbara, Saint Rita, Santa Rosa, Blessed Virgin Concepcion, Jesus’ Sacred Heart, St Martin of Porres, The Virgin of Coromoto, Santos Innocents, Burns her of Judas and the Binge of the Shepherds.
Likewise, we are tolerant citizens, without lines of xenophobia and lovers of the peace, with a human capital of advanced in the different stages of the social, political, economic, cultural and sports life, which we entrust to find, in the labyrinth of the possible, a footpath fixes of improvement towards the future emphatically in a politics of conviction: a politics of ideas and concrete solutions that lead us to the economic, social and cultural progress.
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