Original Message-----
From: Ed Brandt [mailto:brandtfam@prodigy.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 12:20 AM
To: 'Leonel Canelon'
Subject: Genealogical Sources for Settlers in Turen and Other Colonies
 

Dear Leonel,
 
Dr. Sophie Welisch sent me a number of English and German articles about the Bukovina Germans, as well as some Danube Swabians and Germans from rural Germany, who were among the 25 nationalities, in addition to Venezuelans, who settled in the already prepared settlement in Turen, plus smaller ones a little later in La Emilia, Barbula, Paradena and Yuma, with many additional ones planned.
 
These provide a good picture of the German (and other) migration to Venezuela in 1951-52, with an unknown number apparently arriving later.
 
I winder whether you know of any particular genealogical sources which might enable relatives or genealogists to trace those migrants and their descendants. I gather that there was not a specifically German parish there, although Caracas has German-speaking Catholic and Evangelical churches. One article mentions that records about the recruitment of the German settlers are in the German legation (now embassy) in Caracas.
 
Are there specific parish records, land records, tax records, civil registers, censuses or other sources? At the moment, I am interested only in the German-speaking settlers in preparation for finalizing the 3rd edition of Germanic Genealogy: A Guide to Worldwide Sources and Migration Patterns, hopefully within the next several weeks. Although all the work has been done by volunteers for the Germanic Genealogy Society, as a disabled retiree I still write and sell a few books. Therefore, you can get some idea of what to expect on my website at www.tc.umn.edu/~brand050   
 
My National Geographic Atlas is not detailed enough for me to find the specific settlements. How far apart are they? Are they all in the same province? Would archival records be at the provincial or national archives?
 
There is also a reference to some Germans in the early years attending the Humboldt School in Caracas. Does it still exist and do you have an address for it?
 
One article mentioned that the German-Venezuelans in Turen (whether or not naturalized) still obtained sausages from the German colony in Tovar, established in 1843. From this I gather that these Germans have still retained a sense of their German or Swiss heritage, even though they probably don’t know German, unless they have studied it at institutions of higher education I have information about the founding of that colony, but know nothing about any genealogical resources other than those which apply to all Venezuelans.
 
There is no indication as to where the Germans from Germany who settled in Turen originated, although there is mention of refugees, which possibly could mean that some had fled from the areas east of the current Oder-Neisse boundary. On the other, a reference to rural Germans with many children does not fit this, because few of the eastern refugees had settled on farms before 1951.
 
The notion of people from 26 countries or ethnic groups settling together fascinates me. At some future time (maybe next year) I would be glad to receive an article, or receive information I could use to prepare an article, for publication in the multi-ethnic East European Genealogist in Winnipeg, although I know the immigrants also came from southern and western Europe.
 
Thank you for any help you can provide.
 
Ed Brandt
