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Is sustainable tourism possible and can it be socially responsible?
Abstract

It is almost universally accepted that global warming is taking place and that one of the contributory causes of this global warming is air travel. Travel by air has grown dramatically in recent years, particularly for the transport of fresh produce to the affluent western countries. Another significant area of growth has been the growth in leisure travel, fuelled in part by the rapid growth of the ‘no frills’ air transport industry. In terms of leisure travel however there has also been a growth in long haul travel as people seek to assuage their jaded appetites by experiencing ever more exotic locations. These exotic locations are of course areas of outstanding natural beauty (eg the Grand Canyon) or historic significances (eg Machu Picchu) – or often both. And another fashion which is prevalent is ecotourism – masquerading as environmentally friendly tourism. All of this tourism both contributes to global warming and potentially to the destruction of the environments which make the tourism attractive. As such it might seem that such tourism is undesirable and should be discouraged.

But there is a dichotomy. Tourism is a major industry in the world and many parts of the world rely on tourism as a significant source of income. In many less developed parts of the world this is very significant and the governments and local communities in such areas wish to encourage and develop such tourism. In effect it provides a form of income redistribution from the wealthy west to other parts of the world. So here is the essential dichotomy of tourism – it is at once desirable and undesirable. Thus a compromise is necessary and this presentation examines both the possibility of such a compromise and the nature of what this compromise might be. 

Biography

David Crowther is Professor of Corporate Social Responsibility at De Montfort University, UK. He is the author or editor of over 20 books and has also contributed more than 200 articles to academic, business and professional journals and to edited book collections. He has also spoken widely at conferences and seminars and acted as a consultant to a wide range of government, professional and commercial organisations. His research is into corporate social responsibility with a particular emphasis on the relationship between social, environmental and financial performance.
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