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Abstract: 

This research presents the findings of an empirical study into non-agricultural diversification by owner-managed farms in two regions of the United Kingdom. This type of farm tourism typically involves diversification into accommodation provision and visitor attractions. This research focuses on rural diversification strategies which specifically incorporate farm-based tourism attractions per se. It focuses on tourism businesses run independently by a ‘farming family’ or individuals, as opposed to large-scale corporate farms. It explores why this is chosen by farmers as a preferred method of diversification and enterprise development. Specifically, this paper has three objectives. First, it presents findings that demonstrate why farm tourism is being embraced as a form of diversification activity. Second, it explores the ways in which it can be used as a vehicle to encourage accessibility to rural areas and farming practices. Third, it considers the strengths and limitations of this form of tourism development and considers its implications for rural development. The empirical research upon which it is based presents a case for the degree of fit between farming and tourism to be analysed and for the views of the farmers who have diversified in this way to be more fully investigated. 
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