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Measuring Sustainability in Tourist Travel - An Evaluation of the Infrastructure Promotion by Swiss Regional, Tourism and Transport Policies
„Destinations are in mutual competition – transport options offered make part of this competition.

Transport is a vital link in the tourism chain. Without transport, there is no tourism.

This makes the providers of transport modes key stakeholders.”

(European Commission - DG Enterprise (ed.) 2004: 12)
Background and Purpose

Due to the increasing share of tourist traffic (Federal Office of Spatial Development & Federal Office of Statistics 2001: 51) as well as international and national agreements the Swiss policy aims at a sustainable development, among others in the action field “implementation of sustainable mobility in tourism” (IDARio 2002: 29ff.). Since the public authorities promote transport infrastructures by their regional, tourism and transport policies these have a major influence on both the design of tourist traffic and the spatial development. Furthermore, the alpine tourist regions rely on suitable transport infrastructures in order to satisfy the specific mobility requirements of tourism. On the other hand, these requirements face negative impacts on the environment and economy measures by the public authorities. Nowadays, these impacts already loom in the region Visp-Saastal where projects on transport infrastructure always have played an important role for the development of tourism.

Against this background basic knowledge is required on the impacts of political strategies and instruments as well as the optimal use of financial means with regard to the aspired political objectives. The need for evaluations of political strategies in the context of sustainability is asked for by several political stakeholders, e.g. by the Federal Office for Spatial Development and its strategy for leisure and tourism travel and by the Federal Council and its strategy on sustainable development.

Therefore the objective of this study is to evaluate the infrastructure promotion in Switzerland and in the Canton Valais, whereby the relevant policies of regional development, tourism and transport as well as spatial planning and environment protection are analysed. This study attempts to determine firstly, which political strategies, approaches and financial instruments exist; secondly, which projects are financed and by which means; and thirdly, what criteria are used to select these projects. The main part of the study focuses on the impacts of infrastructure promotion with regard to the offer of transportation, the accessibility of the region, its tourist development and its landscape as the basic resource for tourism. Finally, these impacts are assessed using the overall concept of sustainable development.

