




 



OCS CLASS 45 NEWSLETTER


SEPTEMBER 2001       254th Combat Arms Seagirt, NJ





September 7-9 Drill:


Platoon Leader:  OC DeLusant


Platoon Sergeant:  OC Avent


1st Squad Leader: OC Bethea


2nd Squad Leader: OC Couselo


3rd Squad Leader: OC Watkins


Dues Owed: $20.00





SQUAD 1:


OC Ambrose 


OC Avent 


OC Barroquiero 


OC Bethea 


OC Burd 


OC Casanga 


 SQUAD 2:


OC Chin


OC Cooper 


OC Couselo 


OC DeLusant 


OC Guiterrez 


OC Jensen 


OC Koss 


SQUAD 3:


OC Lynkew 


OC McLelland 


OC Smith 


OC Timpone 


OC Watkins





Class 45, �I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. We still have a few weeks before next drill. This is probably the longest break between drills that we've had yet. Enjoy it, but don't let your military bearing get away from you. The time will fly by. Make sure you set aside some time to prepare for �the next drill. Did everyone do their writing assignment or even start it? Give yourself a deadline to have it done a week before our next drill. Is everyone doing P.T.? Everyone needs to fit in some form of aerobic �activity every week. Even if you don't have time for a full-fledged work-out, you can do 2 minutes of push-ups and sit-ups in your bathroom before stepping into the shower. The worst thing you can do is; NOTHING.  Everyone will maintain squad integrity when setting up your bunks on �friday night. This doesn't mean there's chaos until a squad leader shows up.   In all situations, if we have 2 people present, we have a chain-of-command. �The first people to arrive are in charge untl the designated chain-of-command reports in. To be better prepared, squad leaders will designate individuals to perform required tasks before drill weekend. If you're in 1st squad, start �collecting jokes and paying close attention to the news. 1st squad will provide the Dining Facility Officers. 2nd squad will provide 2 O.C.'s to conduct P.T. (persons other than O.C. Counselo). I suggest everyone write on a 3x5 card, a list of stretches and exercises to go through. This way, you �won't have to think about it when you are called upon to go in front of the platoon. 3rd squad will provide the guide-on bearer, 2 O.C.'s to carry the sign board to class and get the chrome dome. As more things come up, like Brasso-ing the gun, we'll have to be like Gumby. Be flexible. Remember to get a good haircut, prep your uniforms and boots. Until we meet again, I look forward to seeing everyones smiling face �on friday night. �O.C. DeLusant �





Lyme's Disease Watch





Just because we've left Connecticut, doesn't mean Connecticut has left us.  If you've noticed a slowly expanding red rash anywhere on your body, you might be a victim of a tick bite.  This rash can appear within a week and up to one month's time.  The rash doesn't appear on everyone though, other warning signs for Lyme's Disease are flu-like and include fatigue, headache, neck stiffness, jaw discomfort, pain or stiffness in muscles or joints, slight fever, swollen glands, or reddening of the eyes.  If you have any of these symptoms, refer to your local physician.





Visit our class website at: 


http://www.geocities.com/ocsclass45





Post on the class bulletin boards at:


 http://www.delphi.com/ocsclass45





Have you written your biography for the website?  Written in on when your birthday is? Have an article for next month's newsletter?  E-mail this information direct to our class e-mail at: ocsclass45@yahoo.com.





Future uncertain for Comanche helicopter


(Article taken from Army Times, 23 July 2001 issue)





The Comanche helicopter program faces a risky and uncertain future, a new report says.  The Army intends the RAH-66 Comanche to replace its aging OH-58D reconnaissance and AH-1 Cobra attack helicopters.  The program began in 1983, but money problems and technical hurdles have combined to push back the date of the first unit equipped with Comanches to December 2006.  In the meantime, the program has gotten riskier, according to the report.





"The potential for undesirable outcomes for the Comanche program are high - higher than expected costs, longer than expected schedules, and uncertain performance," warns the General Accounting Office in a June report, "Comanche program objectives need to be revised to more achievable levels."  GAO is a non-partisan congressional agency that audits government programs.  The report notes that since GAO last assessed the Comanche program in 1999, its estimated development and production cost has increased by almost $4.8 billion, to $48.1 billion.  The report also is critical of the Army's plan to make a December 2006 decision on whether to proceed with full-rate production.  It also contends there is a risk the Comanche will not be able to meet critical performance requirements including achieving the required rate of vertical climb, completing development of the on-board system that detects equipment problems, and achieving vital beyond-line-of-site communication capability.








New Headgear for US Army �


In a figurative fashion state, the Army Chief of Staff states that the beret has been the distinctive headgear among the elite Army units and will now be standard issue for all soldiers. Soldiers who wear the fold-up "overseas" cap, the saucer-like "service" cap of the baseball-style "battle dress uniform" cap will instead wear a new beret made especially for non-elite forces of the Active Army and Reserve Components. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Eric Shinseki request that the change takes effect June 14, 2001 which is the Army's birthday. " Sergeant Major of the Army Tilley will lead the effort to craft implementing guidelines, including indoctrination standards that all Soldiers will meet before they are authorized to wear the beret". Special operations and airborne units will retain their distinctive berets with the exception of the Ranger's who will now wear tan berets. �


Wearing of the Beret �


Description: The beret is a wool-knitted outershell, lined or unlined, with a leather sweatband. And adjusting ribbon is threaded through the binding. The beret is equipped with a stiffener on the left front. Except for color, all classes of berets are the same. �


The unit Flash on the beret should be centered above the left eye of the wearer. �


How Worn: �


The headband (edge binding) is worn straight across the forehead, 1 inch above the eyebrow with the top of the beret draped over the right ear with the stiffener positioned over the left eye. The ends of the adjusting ribbon will be cut off and the ribbon knot secured inside the edge binding at the back of the beret. Berets will only be worn with the service uniforms and with the utility uniforms in a garrison environment. Reference AR 670-1 Paragraph 26.3. C-D. 








Interested in learning more about a specific OBC?





The Army OCS website provides links to each specific OBC website which can provide you with a bevy of information including course length, housing, requirements, course schedules, and more.  The link directly to the OBC page is http://www.armyocs.com/branchweb/home/ 





Congratulations


Congrats to OC DeLusant and his wife Gina on the birth of their son, Joseph Samuel, 6 lbs, 11oz on July 19th.





Congrats to OC McLelland on purchasing his first house.  Ryan and his wife Christine will be moving to Hamilton, New Jersey on August 30th.  New address and number (as of 8/30):  222 Fenwood Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619   (609) 631-9401.





Congrats to OC Couselo on purchasing his third house.  Eddie will be moving to Annandale, New Jersey in mid August.








