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Member of:
California Garden Clubs, Inc.
Pacific Region, NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC.

Editor:  Carole K Lung
Fall 2007



  Issue 1
Your district officers have been busy this summer.  Meetings will be slightly different, except for the October 1st at Sherman Gardens.  Presidents please have a fall theme center piece for the tables which are rounds that seat six and possibly squares that seat four.  The table designs will be raffled off.  If you haven’t visited Sherman Gardens before, it is a lovely small garden and repository for Orange County History.  The newly landscaped cactus and succulent garden is a gem.  Come prepared to bathe yourself in the beauty of this small Orange County garden.  Plan to attend!  Roger’s Garden is just up the road and a great place to visit.



Oct. l

Sherman Library and Gardens – No Host Lunch






Monday
2647 East Coast Highway Corona del Mar, CA

  


  9:30

Board Meeting 



10:00

Social gathering




10:30

GENERAL MEETING



11:00

“The Joy of Autumn” Fall Flower Arrangements, by Janelle Wiley, Colorist for 









Sherman Gardens




12:00 

Lunch

Paid reservations needed by September 24th   Cost $26.
Reservations for the district meeting is handled by the individual clubs, i.e. they are to sign up members, collect their money and submit one check to be sent to the Reservations Chair along with the list of people who have signed up. 
Betty Jackson
30 Sillero
Rancho Santa Margarita, California 92688

Contact Betty at bettyj@andersonjacksongroup.com  or call 949-589-9077 
Sherman Gardens' directions:
From the San Diego Freeway. (405) take MacArthur turn-off South to Pacific Coast Highway. Turn left on Pacific Coast Highway. Turn Right on Dahlia.   Connect to map:

http://www.slgardens.org/directions/default.asp 

Our treasurer Beckie Splittgerber reviewed the monies our balance as of August 24, 2007 is $11,057.99.  Just a reminder district dues increased fifty cents this year, as we will no longer offer club hosted lunch at the district meeting. The fifty cents covers the loss of income from the district lunches.  If you have paid your dues, 
we will get your CGCI cards at the fall board meeting.  Send your dues to 
Beckie Splittgerber


22101 Timberline Way,                               




Lake Forest, CA 92630-3431

The executive board is looking for individuals willing to work on the bylaws.  If you have an individual that you think would do a great job, or if you are that individual please contact Win Hayes at wynhaz@yahoo.com  or Carole Lung at cklung@verizon.net. 

There will be information at the district meeting about floral arts.  The meeting time was the second Monday of the month.  Check your calendars to see is that will work for the clubs or offer a date.
Good news! Betty Jackson is chairing the Gardening Studies School, her committee includes Paddee Neff, Harriet Behrens, Launa Gould, Chris Lutz and Carole Lung.  There will be information about our progress at the district meeting, October 1.  Watch for email information as well.
I will have the fern containers in my car, but we aren’t allowed to sell them on premise and that includes the parking lot—so I will park my car where there will be access to the trunk so as not we offend anyone.

Fall Board Meeting offers Parliamentary procedure workshop from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  Contact cjs@ocsnet.net if you want to attend.

The Judges Council of Southern California’s guest day on Monday September 24th  at 10:00 a.m. features Shane Looper and Mary Crowell as guest designers.  Contact Martha Hunt for reservations. floramelrose@gamail.com 
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.  ~Margaret Meade

ARE WE IN FOR ANOTHER CYCLE OF DROUGHT?

Most of Orange County had only two and one half inches of rain last year. That is the lowest amount ever recorded. We hopefully will get more this year, but there seem to be cycles of low rainfall: we had a series of years with low rainfall in the early nineties. Reservoirs are low so water rates will go up and we may be on rationing soon.

What are some ways to address the problems? One is cut the amount of water wasted on sidewalks and streets from in correctly adjusted sprinklers.  Another is to look at the length of automatic water cycles. Watering deeper but less often makes for a better lawn.

Mulching perennials and roses with three to four inches of mulch saves evaporation from the soil surface. Even a smaller layer helps a little some.

I have used organic fertilizer on my roses and lawns for several years. This builds good soil structure and feds the micro organisms.  Chemical fertilizers burn out the humus in  soil.  I haven’t fertilized my roses or lawn since May.  Fertilizer encourages more lush growth which demands more water. Because of the organic matter in the soil, I have had some bloom all summer. In September, I plan cut back the bushes by about ¼ and  fertilize lightly. They will bloom all fall. Roses need about a gallon of water per bush per week. I plan to convert  the sprinkler system to drip irrigation this winter. They get watered about every third day in summer, every fourth day in spring and fall, as needed in winter.

I have space for a compost pile, not everyone has. Brushy things are ground up and added as well as vegetable kitchen waste, coffee grounds, fruits peelings etc. Weeds not in seed go on. Dry leaves and are added, alternating with fresh green material when available.,  leafy small twigs are added. It needs to be kept moist and mine is covered with heavy plastic. As the temperature rises, so does the decomposition rate.  Well composted material can be added to soil when planting or spread on top.   It nourishes the soil as well as the plants.

Last, but not least, consider some long time changes of your plantings to Mediterranean or drought tolerant plants.  Orange County was once covered with grassland, perennials or semi-shrubby plants which go partially dormant after the rainy season. The shrubby chaparral blooms in winter, sets berries in spring and goes dormant. It may even lose some foliage. There were only a few trees along water courses in most areas.  Some annuals bloomed after the rainy season and some native bulbs bloomed in spring. Low water landscaping is also less labor intensive. There are groundcovers which require less water and maintenance than a lawn. We have access to a much broader spectrum of plants from other areas of the world with similar water usage.  Virginia Carlson, Horticulture Chair
Organic gardening 

and nature
Don Winterstein

Cursed is the ground for thy sake; …thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground….  Genesis 3:17-19

Organic gardeners often make reference to their love for nature and their desire to live in harmony with it.  Scott Meyer, editor of Organic Gardening magazine, wrote in the August-September issue last year that “…Organic gardeners try to tune in to and collaborate with nature, not battle it.”  He’s right, of course; we love the intimate contact with nature that we get through our organic gardening.  

But no matter how romantic our close ties to nature might seem, Genesis has a point, too:  Nature can be cruel, even vicious, and often is no friend to man.  We as hobbyists can put up with setbacks and disappointments without losing our equanimity, but farmers and others who must make their living from the soil can hurt badly when nature gets mean and they’re forced to battle it.  

So what’s the appropriate attitude towards nature for organic gardeners?  The overriding concern of organic gardeners is that we do the environment no lasting harm.  When we garden, we modify the environment, forcing it to depart from its natural state; but at the same time we strive to modify it in such a way that it will be possible for humans and nature to coexist in harmony indefinitely.  Our attitude towards nature is thus one of profound respect.  

This respect leads us to seek deep understanding of how nature works, how plants are related to soil, seasons, weather, and other living organisms.  Without understanding we don’t know how to coexist harmoniously, but with understanding we can put respect into practice.  Exercising respect for nature creates an aura of beauty and purity in our gardening that must forever elude those who garden with brute force by means of synthetic chemicals.  

Studies indicate that homeowners who apply synthetic pesticides typically do so at rates that far exceed rates used by commercial farmers.  Apart from the damage such pesticides do to beneficial insects, such excessive applications wind up contaminating the garden.  When such gardeners go to prepare fruits or veggies from their gardens, can they ever properly clean them?  How much residue remains?  A certain inescapable contamination persists, if only in the mind.  

How is use of synthetic pesticides disrespectful of nature?  It’s disrespectful because nature already has ways of controlling pest infestations, and pesticides disrupt those ways.  Insecticides kill beneficial insects along with pests and thereby create imbalance.  

The organic gardener’s goal is not to get rid of insects but to encourage balance.  Scott Meyer, when asked how many bugs are acceptable, replied, “All of them.  …A garden without a wide variety of bugs and lots of them is not a healthy organic garden.”  Example:  If we were to get rid of all aphids, the lady beetles and lacewings that prey on them would leave as well, and our garden would then become especially vulnerable to future infestations.  

One practice organic gardeners use to maintain a favorable insect balance is to grow plants attractive to beneficial insects.  Another practice is to intersperse several different kinds of plants.  Massive plantings of a single variety can encourage insect population explosions.  A third practice is to use physical barriers such as row covers.  Gardeners also physically remove harmful insects and infested plant material.  

Despite such practices, however, nature on its own sometimes gets farther out of balance than we are willing to tolerate.  If a favorite plant comes down with an infestation that threatens its very life, we often decide to take action.  Fortunately there are several insecticides that are approved for use in organic farming and gardening.  BT bacteria, insecticidal oils and insecticidal soaps are among them.  

Organic gardeners often set their own limits on how much damage they’re willing to tolerate before fighting back against nature’s imbalances.  While we love nature and are willing to do our best to put up with its whims, nature doesn’t always return our love.  Sometimes we must fight back.  In future articles I’ll discuss other examples of how organic gardeners often take their cues from nature but equally often take liberties to respectfully enhance nature’s ways.  The respect is the important thing for organic gardeners.

From the Sea Isle Garden Club

What a great job Dorothy Ralphs did at the Huntington Beach City Council Meeting August 20, 2007. The Sea Isle Garden Club Liaison for the Edinger Street Landscape Project presented the check for $40,616.75 to Mayor Coerper for the completion of the curbs; fill dirt, and grading on Edinger. Sea Isle Garden Club and the Committee of 1000 has been raising funds since before September, 2005, when the City agreed to share the costs of street improvement with the community. The Sea Isle Garden Club will continue to raise funds for matching the possible OCTA grant go around in December.  The community is so pleased to get the project started and we will be there to support Dorothy as we move forward. Attending the Council meeting were Garden Club President Caron Mount, members and supporters Susan and Morton La Pittus, MaryAnn and Oscar Brinket, Cathy and Les Kelly, Lucille and Eugene Mascoli, Lolly McHardy, Mark Arizmendi, Terry Hayden, Anne White, Jeanette Hepp, Janet Littlejohn, and Boris Ralphs.
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SeaIsle Garden Club Board Members, Caron Mount, Lucille 












Mascoli, Cathy Kelly, MaryAnn Brinket, Anne White, and Susan 












La Pittus, preparing the check for the start of the Curbs on Edinger.
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Sea Isle Garden Club President Caron Mount, Travis Hopkins, City of 



















Huntington Beach,Director of Engineering and Transporations, Mayor 



















Gil 
Coerper, Dorothy Ralphs, Vice President SIGC, Chairman of the 



















Committee of 1000
Great job Sea Isle!
To find our more of what is happening in the Orange County District visit our fledging website designed by Margaret Morrissey of the Horticulture Society.   www.geocities.com/ocdistrictclubs 
For gardening information about orange county see:
www.orangecountygardeners.org
Want to certify your yard as a wildlife refuge through the National Wildlife Federation call 1-800-822-9919 or visit www.nwf.org/bwh  
CGCI Website:
http://www.californiagardenclubs.org/
NGC Website:

http://www.gardenclub.org/  

Deadline for next Orange Peelings:
December 15, 2007

Executive Board
Director: Carole Lung 

First Assistant Director Eleanor Barbour 

Second Assistant: Francine Stout 

Recording Secretary: Linda Wright 
Treasurer: Beckie Splittgerber
Corresponding Secretary: Gloria Beckstrom
Parliamentarian: Winifred Hayes 
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