Purposed bylaw changes April 2008 
Bylaws – Amended 
ARTICLE 1 – NAME

Section 1: 
The name of this non-profit organization shall be known as Orange County District of California Garden Clubs, Incorporated, hereinafter referred to as the District.

Section 2: 
The District shall be a member of California Garden Clubs, Inc., Pacific Region and National Garden Clubs, Inc.  California Garden Clubs, Inc. is hereinafter referred to as CGCI, and National Garden Clubs, Inc. as NGC.  
These changes bring us into compliance with the 502 C3 non profit code.  Please note strike out is removed and highlighted is the change.
The name of this non-profit organization shall be known as Orange County District

of California Garden Clubs, Incorporated, herein after referred to as the District.

The District shall be a member of the California Garden Clubs Inc., Pacific Region

and National Garden Clubs, Inc. California Garden Clubs is herein after referred

to as CGCI and National Garden Clubs, Inc. as NGC.  

We abide by the rules of both these organizations under Group Exemption #5358 as

A non profit organization and comply with all IRS 501(c)(3) legal requirements.


Section 1. Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious,


educational or scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making


of distributions to organizations that qualify under section 501(c)(3) of the


Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future Federal


Tax Code.


Section 2. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to benefit of,


or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, 


except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable


compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in


furtherance of the purposes set forth in article 1 of this constitution.


Section 3. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the


carrying on of the propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation,


and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the 


Publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or


in opposition to any candidate for public office.


Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization


shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by any


Organization exempt from Federal Income Tax under section 501 c (3) of the


Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future Federal Tax


Code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under


Section 170 (c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of


any future Federal Tax Code.

Section 5. Upon dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one


Or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal

Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or 


Shall be distributed to the Federal Government, or to a state or local government, 


For a public purpose.  Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a 
Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the


Organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such 


Organization or Organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized


And operated exclusively for such purposes.
ARTICLE II  - Membership
Section 1:
District Membership shall include all garden clubs within the District which 
are in good standing with CGCI and the District: all sponsored Junior and intermediate garden clubs; and group organizations supporting the objectives of CGCI.

Section 2:
Organized groups shall be members when there is no conflict in



objectives or Bylaws of the parent Organization on ratifications by CGCI.

Section 3:
The District reserves the right to extend or deny membership to any person



for a valid reason.

ARTICLE III – OBJECTIVES



The objectives of the District shall at all times parallel those objectives of



CGCI  and NGC.

ARTICLE IV  -  OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Section 1:
The elective officers shall be Director, First and Second Assistant 



Directors, Recording Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 2:
Corresponding Secretary and Parliamentarian shall be appointed by



the Director.

Section 3:
These elective and appointive officers shall comprise the Executive



Board.
Section 4:
The Director shall preside at all meetings of the District, interpret policies 




of  CGCI and NGC, assist member clubs when called upon, aid the Board 



of Directors in execution of their duties, serve as ex-officio member of all



special and standing committees accept the Nominating Committees;
appoint Committee Chairmen and attend CGCI Board Meetings.  The
Director shall report to the Board of Directors on activities of CGCI and NGC. 

Section 5:
The Assistant Directors, in their order, shall (a) perform the duties of the



Director in the absence of, or at the request of, the Director; and (b) accept



a chairmanship as assigned by the Director.

Section 6:
The Recording Secretary shall (a) keep minutes of the meetings and 



distribute a copy to the Director within four weeks of each meeting; (b)



maintain a file of the amendments to Bylaws and Standing Rules, and 



(c) perform such other duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors.

Section 7:
The Treasurer shall (a) receive all monies collected in the name of the 



District, (b) deposit all monies in the name of the District in a bank 



approved by the Board of Directors; (c) call for dues to the District



according to the Bylaws and advise the Director of any delinquent



clubs; (d) issue checks for payment of bills, checks to be signed by



any two of the Treasurer, Director, or Recording Secretary; (e) submit



a detailed report of receipts and disbursements at any District meeting;



(f) serve as chairman of the Budget Committee and (g) have the 



Treasurer’s books ready for audit at the close of the fiscal year.

Section 8:
The Corresponding Secretary shall be responsible for all official



correspondence of the District.

Section 9:
The Parliamentarian shall (a) be familiar with the Bylaws of the



District and CGCI, Standing Rules and Robert’s Rules of Order



Newly Revised; (b) serve as advisor to the Bylaws Committee,


and (c) give instructions to the Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE V – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1:
The Board of Directors shall include the Executive Board and at



least four club Presidents.
The Board of Directors shall include the Executive Board, Committee Chairmen and Club Presidents or their representatives
Section 2:
A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of seven members



present:  at least three club Presidents and four members of the District


Board of Directors, hereafter referred as Executive Committee.
A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of seven members present provided no less than three are members of the Executive Board and at least three clubs represented
ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS

Section 1:
District meetings shall be held in accordance with the need of



the membership and the CGCI Bylaws.  A roll call of a minimum



of four club Presidents or their delegates and three members of the


Executive Committee shall be a quorum.
Section 2:
General membership meetings shall be held (a) following the CGCI



Post Convention Meeting; (b) following the CGCI Fall Board Meeting



(c) following the CGCI Winter Board Meeting and (d) the District



Annual Meeting. 

Section 3:
The Executive Board shall meet at the call of the Director to transact



emergency business between general meetings; minutes shall be



recorded at this meeting and included in the next general meeting



minutes.

Section 4:
A meeting may be called at the request of the majority of the Club



Presidents; they may meet before or after any District meeting and



no written notice is required.

Section 5:
Emergency meetings shall be called by the Director or by a majority of



any group within the Board of Directors.  Any emergency meeting may



be called with a minimum of 24 hours notice. 

ARTICLE VII – ANNUAL MEETING

Section 1:
The Annual Meeting shall be held prior to the date of



CGCI’s 4th Quarter Board Meeting and Convention.

Section 2:
After the election of officers the newly elected Director



shall be ratified at the CGCI Convention, after which all



new Board Members of the District shall assume their duties.

Section 3:
All Presidents shall file a written report with the Director



at the June meeting and shall include a financial statement



as well as a summary of club activities.

ARTICLE VIII – DUES AND FINANCE


Section 1:
The fiscal year shall be July 1 to June 30.  Payable at the Annual Meeting, delinquent July 1, annually, dues to the District shall be one dollar fifty cents ($1.50) per member, based on the actual membership of the clubs within the District at the Annual Meeting.



The fiscal year shall be July 1 to June 30.  The District has the


authority to assess dues based on membership of the clubs



within the District; the amount to be determined by the



Executive Board.
Section 2:
At the end of the fiscal year, all member clubs except incorporated



clubs, shall prepare and file with the District Treasurer a complete



and accurate financial statement for the club year.  Incorporated clubs



may file directly with the California Franchise Tax  Board and the 



Treasury Department (Internal Revenue Service).
Section 3:
Groups, other than member clubs, shall pay annual dues of ten dollars 


($10.00).  This amount to be determined by the Executive Committee.
Section 4:
District monies shall be placed in a General Fund for use in operating



the business of the District, or in a Special Fund designated by the



Executive Board and the Clubs Presidents and shall be approved at



a budget meeting held in the summer after the Convention and prior



to the CGCI Fall Board Meeting.  Copies of the budget to be sent



to all member Club Presidents and their Treasurers.
Section 5:
Operating Expenses shall be paid on presentation of bills for all



authorized expenditures at the earliest possible date.  Authorized



expenditures include (a) printing and mailing of newsletters;



(b) District Yearbook and Roster; (c) dissemination of information



through the Corresponding Secretary to member clubs and the 



Board of Directors; (d) expenses for the office of Director shall be 



paid in accordance with the amount designated in the annual budget;



(e) advance monies for confirming reservations for meeting places



and (f) advance monies for Ways and Means whenever such monies



are in the General Fund and must be budgeted.

Section 6:
Other authorized expenses from the General Fund shall be included



in the budget according to needs agreed upon by the Board of Directors 


Executive Committee.
Section 7:
District monies in a Special Fund shall be designated for support of



specific projects and may be held, in order to accrue interest, until



applied to the project.

Section 8:
Raising money for District Ways and Means shall not be in conflict



with member clubs, but shall be supported by all clubs when approved



by the majority.

Section 9:


Member clubs are requested to volunteer to host general membership meetings and annual meetings as a contribution to the District.



Member Clubs are requested to select a site for membership meetings



on a rotating basis.  The costs and reimbursements to be determined


prior to the meetings or in accordance with the budget recommendations.
ARTICLE IX  - DISTRICT PUBLICATIONS

Section 1:
It shall be the responsibility of the Yearbook Chairman to prepare and



deliver a Yearbook to all members of the Board of Directors and 



Presidents and Treasurers of member clubs; and to CGCI officers.

Section 2:
The newsletter for the District shall be published quarterly or as



often as the occasion demands and sent  to the President of CGCI, all
District Board Members and their committees, all club member Presidents



and treasurers.  The newsletter may be sent by regular mail or email



as agreed upon by the recipient.  Additional requests may be 


required to pay a nominal fee.

Section 3:
Committee Chairmen and member clubs may request timely



information be included at no expense unless the length of the



material included increases the overall cost of the newsletter.

Section 4:
Between regular mailing dates, authorized communication to any



part of the Board of Directors or to the entire  mailing list, may



be mailed at the expense of the District when so approved by the Director 


and Corresponding Secretary 
the Executive Committee.
Section 5:
All expenses of Orange Pealings shall be budgeted and defrayed



by the General Fund.

ARTICLE X  - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1:
The Nominating Committee, consisting of five members and two alternates, no two from the same club, shall be elected at the Winter Meeting in the election year.  This Committee, at the close of the meeting, shall be instructed by the Parliamentarian and shall choose its own chairman.  No member may serve on this Committee two consecutive years.  Members of the Nominating Committee must be active members in good standing with their garden clubs in the District.


The Nominating Committee, consisting of five members shall be



appointed prior to the January meeting.  Members of the Nominating


Committee must be active members in good standing with their



garden clubs in the District.
Section 2:
The report of the Nominating Committee shall be made to the Board of Directors 


at least one month prior to the Annual Meeting.


The report of the Nominating Committee shall be made to the



Board of Directors and presented at the January meeting.
Section 3:
The voting body shall consist of the Board of Directors and delegates from 


member clubs


Election of Officers shall be conducted at the April meeting.



Voting shall be by members in attendance at the April



meeting. 

Section 4: 
Voting members from member clubs shall include President, or alternate, and additional delegates as follows:  up to 25 members:
one (1) delegate;


26 to 50 members:
two (2) delegates;


51 to 100 members:
three (3) delegates;


Increase one delegate for every 50 additional members or portion thereof.


Groups are entitled to one (1) vote.

Section 4:
Officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting in odd-numbered



years and assume office following the CGCI Convention.  To be



eligible for the office of District Director a nominee must have



served at least one year as President of a member garden club,



or two years as an active member of the Board of Directors.  One



elected term of office shall be limited to two years for any 



individual.  Any officer may be elected to serve in another



capacity and be reelected to the same office after a lapse of two years 


except for Treasurer and Recording Secretary limited to 4 years.
Section 5:
When there is more than one candidate for office, election shall be



by ballot.  When there is no contest the ballot may be by voice.  A


simple majority shall elect.  Nominations can be made from the floor.
ARTICLE XI  - AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS

Section 1:
Bylaws and Standing Rules shall be amended, revised or



withdrawn at general membership meetings providing that the



Parliamentarian is notified and changes submitted in writing to all



clubs one month prior to the meeting date.

Section 2:
A majority of two thirds of the of the club presidents or designated delegates and the Executive Board members present  in attendance shall be required to pass bylaw changes.
AUTHORITY: Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern all action



  not covered within these or CGCI By Laws.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Also we added & took out a little in standing Rules – continued…….

STANDING RULES

1. Presidents shall deliver three copies of the Club’s elective roster complete

for use in State and District Yearbooks by May 5 or at the time of Club

elections, whichever comes first in order to be listed in the State and

District Yearbooks.  Names of ratified Junior and Intermediate Clubs shall

be submitted with the name of counselor, sponsoring club and/or club member

working with the young people.

2. Presidents and Committee Chairmen, upon prior notice, shall be prepared to present their report at general membership meetings.

2. There shall be an annual District Award to the Gardener of the Year who

shall be a member active in Orange County District.  Any member may

submit her/his own application to the Awards Chairman not later than

February first of the current year.  Judging of applicant’s garden will be

conducted by visitation of three judges using a point score system obtained

from the Award Committee  The Gardener of the Year award will be
presented at the June meeting in three categories: Large Garden, Small

Garden and Patio Garden.

1. The Director shall be able to draw upon the General Fund pursuant to expenses of the office appropriate to the need and in amounts equitable to funds provided by other Districts, providing said funds are in the Fund or raised for the benefit of the office.

3. The Director shall be able to draw upon the General Fund pursuant to

expenses of the office as designated in the budget.

4. Copies of member club’s newsletters, yearbooks and other publications

shall be filed with the Director for use pursuant to the office.

5. At general membership meetings no business, petitions or reports shall be
introduced without prior knowledge and consent of the presiding officer.

Committee Chairmen shall keep a Procedure Book, update it and upon completion of their duties, pass this book on to their successor at the President's Meeting.  A copy shall be filed with the Parliamentarian

6. The District may contribute funds ‘in memoriam’ to CGCI and NGC or to
recognize worthy causes embraced by the District, not to exceed one hundred dollars $100.00 without a vote of the membership.
7. The title of the District newsletter shall be Orange Pealings with the 

appropriate masthead, mention of membership, Director and Editor.

When feasible, the color shall be orange.

8. The District Director may appoint any former members of the District Board

of Directors to serve on an Advisory Council for the purpose of discussing

policies and procedures.

9. The dues for the District Membership shall be determined annually and

published in the budget at the fall meeting.

10. Each club that attends a general membership meeting shall be requested

to contribute a plant, centerpiece or suitable garden  gift certificate

or gift for a raffle to help defray costs of speaker.  
Balance of pages ‘District Meeting Hosting Policy’ ‘Food/Beverage’ 

Decorations & Venues delete in their entirety.
