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  Issue 3
Happy New Year everyone!  Orange Peeling will be arriving in two sections this year:  The Before Winter Board Meeting and the After the Winter Board Meeting (AWBM).   If you want to include items in the AWBM send me a note.  
Find winter fun by attending the OC District Meeting, Monday February 4th.  Events begin at 9:15 (note the slightly earlier start).  Garden Boutique/ Plant Sale Ways and Means VP, Francine Miller-Stout, needs you to bring PLANTS and or any garden related item for the plant sale. Be prepared to purchase plants, fern pots, gardening gloves, lotion and beautiful handmade designer jewelry made from real leaves.

Remember to bring your checkbooks/cash to shop our Garden Boutique/Plant Sale.
This will be an opportunity for everyone to meet CGCI State President Robin Pokorski and hear a few words from her.  She will be presenting Dave and Kris Ethington a CGCI Landscape Design Commendation for their garden’s outstanding design and beauty.


Ethington Garden

Where is the Meeting:
   Anaheim Methodist Church -- Anaheim GC Hosts
1000 S. State College Blvd. Anaheim, CA 92806
 9:15 

Social Gathering opportunity sales, plant sales

 9:30

General Meeting 

11:00

“Succulent Centerpieces” 

Joan Wilson, Living Couture

Learn how to create beautiful and colorful succulent gardens.  Joan has designed all of the succulent bouquets for the annual Philharmonic House of Design for the past 5 years using architectural plants as living décor indoors and out.

Reservations for district meetings are handled by the individual clubs, i.e. they are to sign up members, collect their money, if required. and submit one check to be sent to the Reservations Chair along with the list of people who have signed up. The deadline is one week before the meeting.

Send reservations to:

Betty Jackson

30 Sillero

Rancho Santa Margarita, California 92688

Contact Betty at or call 949-589-9077 or email bettyj@andersonjacksongroup.com
Directions to meeting:  From the 57 fwy north, take Ball Road west to State College Blvd make a right (north).  The Church is located on the right (east) side of the street.  From the 5 take the City Drive/State College Blvd north past Ball Road to the church.
To sit in the shade on a fine day and look upon verdure is the most perfect refreshment. 
 ~Jane Austen

Virginia Carlson Horticulture Chair on COLD WEATHER GARDENING
Fall, winter and spring are great times to grow your own lettuce, either from seed or from pony packs. Leaf lettuce can be harvested a few leaves at a time for six weeks or more. Head lettuce is usually cut off completely. Many of the salad veggies will grow in cool weather, a little slower in winter but they take cool weather, spinach, cabbage, celery and mesculun.  Members of the cabbage family also like cooler weather, kale, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts and broccoli thrive in winter in most areas of Orange County. 

Swiss chard also flourishes in spite of the chill and will often live over a second year. Radishes are a quick crop and can be sown every six weeks or so for a constant supply.  Beets, turnips, carrots and short day onions will supply fresh veggies for the table. Peas are about the only “fruiting” vegetable for cold weather. 

Herbs which will grow now are parsley, winter savory and cilantro.    Brussels sprouts and cauliflower look somewhat alike, but cauliflower grows in a solid head and needs to have the leaves tied together as it forms the head. If the sun hits the head, it turns green, shading it bleaches it to white.  Broccoli is harvested when the flower heads form, starting at the bottom of the stalk. By cutting these off, one encourages more florets higher and the stem. Monitor them closely to get the most from each plant.  Sprinkling a little fertilizer alongside the plants will encourage more growth.

Primroses, cyclamens, pansies and violas, snapdragons, and stock can be set out from pony packs.  Primroses come in three forms, the English types in a wide variety of colors, the fairy or malacoides in pink, red or white, and the obconicas which have a wide variety of colors, blue, white, pink, yellow on larger plants.. A few people are allergic to the obconicas and will develop a rash upon handling them. All primroses take considerable shade, little in gardens close to the ocean, more farther inland. Cyclamens will also take some shade. Some extra fertilizer will keep them blooming into spring. 

Calendulas and nasturtiums are easily grown from seed but flowers come faster from small plants. Both may self sow if permitted. They don’t volunteer until the soil is cool.  A little extra fertilizer is helpful in winter for continued growth and flowering.  

Camellias are the great winter flowering shrubs.  The sasanquas bloom in early fall, the others ill bloom for a long time in winter, some starting early, others later.  Pick up the fallen bloom to prevent spread of a blight on the blooms. The don’t need to be fed until they start putting out new leaves in spring, then feed three times about two months apart.  Don’t put mulch up around the base of the plants.

Floral arrangers and designers take note! Join the Floral Arts Guild as it is alive and will come into bloom this spring.  I have requested CGCI to send us the Guild money that was sent to them when it dissolved.  Sue Schairer agrees to be president and we need to find additional people to fill the officer ranks.  I am in the process of contacting former members.  Historically they meet on the second Monday of the month.  We are looking for a central meeting location so if you know of a free or reasonably priced location contact Carole. 
Club News and Events  Please send me information about upcoming activities.
Visit San Clemente’s blog:
http://sanclementegardenclub.blogspot.com/
In November, Canyon Crest Garden Club was honored to have as their guest, Maryanne Lucas, 1st Vice President of California Garden Clubs, Inc.  We had the opportunity to demonstrate our commitment to the CGCI goals, the community, the environment and humanitarian endeavors through our many projects such as Penny Pines, Pacific Wildlife, Florence Joyner Rose Garden, Mission Viejo Community Projects and our Garden Therapy programs including Aseracare Hospice, Heifer International, Special Olympics and Habitat for Humanity.  As Maryanne indicated in her remarks to us, CGCI recognizes the achievements of Canyon Crest Garden Club and stated “you make life richer”.
Calendar

San Clemente Garden Club Rose Pruning Demo/Workshop, Wednesday, January 23, 9:00 a.m. at the City Hall Memorial Rose Garden next to City Hall parking lot. The public is welcome to attend

Palms to Pines District Membership and Fundraiser, Hearts Aflutter is scheduled for Saturday February 9th.  I have tickets ($18.00) and information on this terrific gardening event to be held in Banning this year.  For additional information contact Chris Acker-Greswit at  
greswitacker@aol.com

Deadlines for awards:  See CGCI Website  http://www.californiagardenclubs.org/html/Awards/07_09awards.htm
To find our more of what is happening in the Orange County District visit our fledging website designed by Margaret Morrissey of the Horticulture Society.   www.geocities.com/ocdistrictclubs 

For gardening information about orange county see:
www.orangecountygardeners.org
Want to certify your yard as a wildlife refuge through the National Wildlife Federation call 1-800-822-9919 or visit www.nwf.org/bwh  

CGCI Website:
http://www.californiagardenclubs.org/
NGC Website:

 http://www.gardenclub.org/  
Deadline for next Orange Peelings:
February 28, 2008

Executive Board
Director: Carole Lung 

First Assistant Director Eleanor Barbour 

Second Assistant: Francine Stout 

Recording Secretary: Linda Wright 
Treasurer: Beckie Splittgerber
Corresponding Secretary: Gloria Beckstrom
Parliamentarian: Winifred Hayes 
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Garden of the Nets
Anaheim http://www.geocities.com/anaheimgardenclub/
Canyon Crest www.canyoncrestgardenclub.org
Horticultural Society    http://www.geocities.com/thehortsocietyofoc/

Laguna Beach
http://lagunabeachgardenclub.org/
Lake Forest  www.lakeforestgardenclub.net
San Clemente www.sanclementegardenclub.com  
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