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Anissa  Wong (2004-2005) 
How are you all? I miss my life in oxford very much :) 

It’s such a shame, talking about this issue, that I really don’t have much to share with you all. So I m writing to disappoint you....!! These 4 months I have been undergoing lots of painful struggles because I’m thinking of quitting my job, but I have a very hard time trying to figure out whether this is really what God wants me to do.

A little bit of background first: 

before I came to oxford I spent a year in banking working in the public relations department, mainly organizing press conferences and community projects etc. the job itself was fun, with good exposures and I got to meet and work with many different people… but I had a very strong feeling that it was not what I really wanted to do, especially when most of the work I did wasn’t really that “meaningful” in terms of direct contribution to the society. 

So I left, spent a year studying and enjoying life with u guys :), and I was determined to switch to teaching, a job which I once believed I had a calling for. at that time I really had no doubts that it was what God wanted me to do. This feeling was particularly strong when I considered how much I was “sacrificing” to take up this comparatively more “lowly” job, esp regarding the salary, the social standing of being a teacher etc. Since I truly experienced the peace and joy in forgoing such things, I knew that it must be God who was leading me to that path. (this is still true when I think about this now. I know that I will never regret making such a move because I m sure that it was God who led me into teaching. Not liking teaching and wanting to quit now is another matter; whether good or bad, this year’s experience is certainly very fruitful and rewarding to me. It’ll still be sweet when I look back)

So I started teaching since last Sept, but everything turned out to be far below my expectations. I really don’t know what to tell you guys, because they are hard to tell unless you have experienced it, but there were so many things I don’t like in school: for instance, the authoritarian culture, the common introverted behaviours of teachers, the many stupid rules and regulations, how you are always working within the same circle of people and you never get to meet new faces, plus all the very silly requirements set by the education bureau that you have to meet in order to become a “ qualified” teacher, and how these requirements and regulations always change, and the fact that I m employed on yearly contract basis and there is no hope of getting a permanent offer………. There are many problems, both due to this very school and due to the HK education system which I now thoroughly detest.

I have always thought teaching can’t be too tough compared with the business world that I have once worked in, but I discovered that I am very wrong. To a certain extent its intensive and extensive workload is affecting my performance and passion to care for my students as well. The only good thing abt teaching is I really love and care for my students, and I have developed a very good relationship with them. I know that I will miss them dearly if I quit.

Other than experiencing disappointments, I also have to start looking for alternatives in the practical sense. In Feb I talked to my ex-boss in the bank and they offered me a place to return. Ohh. Talking about this, I also have a prayer request: this Thursday (20/4) I’ll be discussing the terms (salary, grade, post etc) with my ex-boss and I’ll be making my final decision whether to switch or not. please pray that I will have the wisdom and courage to make a decision that follows His will. It’s a very crucial meeting for me because I will be making a decision of no return, for either option I m forgoing. I have been dreading this day for weeks as well…. so please pray for my courage to face it!

At this point I really have no idea whether returning to business/ staying in teaching is the answer (or maybe these 2 options are both the WRONG answers?!) I kept praying these few months but I do find it hard to grasp His will – for how can you make sure that you are not interpreting your own preferences as His guidance? This really is hard. But there is still one thing I can share with you: I have learnt that at some point in life, you really have to let go and TRY to find pleasure in whatever He has planned for you, whether it is a decision that you have strong feelings for, or not. I guess there will be times when you have asked for God’s guidance but you do not get an answer. In this case, I am sure that as long as you put your trust in Him, no decisions are foolish decisions, because in every choice you make, there is already a will and a plan for you. These 2 phrases are very helpful as well. They are very reassuring because they tell us that man is too foolish to make any “wise” decisions, so we simply need to trust:

Isaiah 55:8-9 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.  9“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
1 Corinthians 1:25 

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

I know my sharing won’t be able to help you much in a very practical sense, but I hope that you’ll find this very last bit useful. Come to think of it, though, God’s plans really are amazing, because I’m fervently in need of prayer support at this point, and lazy people like me wont have the patience to type out all these things if you have not asked for it in the first place :) 

I thank God that I have great brothers and sisters like you from afar!!!! :)

I miss our fellowship moments very much. Hope that I’ll have a chance to come back and join you guys. For the meantime, stay put, keep in touch. 

Love,

Anissa

Jennifer Wong

University College (1998-2001)

It seems unreal to me that four years have passed by since I graduated from Oxford, and now I am sharing my experience, albeit limited, with you on career plans and having faith.

I feel that the way my career path was shaped is very much the work of God. After all, joining the Government (as AO) was an accident. I got the recruitment message from my friend over ICQ. I didn’t take it seriously then and just completed the necessary forms because they were relatively brief. Later on, I was lucky enough to get picked after the so-called competitive interview rounds. I got two other job offers – one from a TV broadcast station and one from a publishing company, but then I decided to try out Government as it sounded so difficult to get in and would pay the most. Besides, at that time I was innocent enough to assume that civil service job would give me much more time to write than other jobs in the private sector. I was posted firstly to the Home Affairs Department and then to Transport Bureau (i.e. Environment, Transport and Works Bureau). 

The best part of my career in the Government was that I could help the community at a time when the economy was bad. I didn’t think like that then but I certainly felt so now. At the point when I resigned a year ago, I wrote to the Civil Service Bureau (i.e. HR) that I was glad to have served the society during the bad times. I felt that God was so generous to me, giving me a job far more than my ambitions would ever lead me to, a chance to help local people, and also to give me the opportunity to embark on something new when I needed to.

Later on I got a chance to work for a high net worth entrepreneur to investigate philanthropic opportunities in Mainland. I was so blessed because the entrepreneur paid for my transfer from the Government, which was a relief to me at that time since I couldn’t stand the bureaucracy any longer, and yet I would be obliged to serve 3-months notice if I were to leave. At the new job, I went through a very brief, very interesting and very stressful time. More than any other time I felt the presence of God in my life. It was an unfamiliar world to me and I came across lots of things and people I didn’t know how to handle. God was merciful to me, for He gave me so much courage to solve the problems and even harsh admonishment. I felt that He wanted to push me out of my comfort zones, to really discover and discriminate the values that do matter in life. He also made me realize how important prayer is.

Now I am in my third job at a property company’s corporate planning department. God gave me this chance to learn new skills – exposure on business market research and understanding of corporate strategies. 

What I want to share with you all is, I feel that God does not judge us by the social prestige or pay levels of our professions or our decided pursuits. He will be there whether we are going to become a teacher, a research associate, or an engineer. We are instruments to a greater being. Therefore we are always blessed to explore what that interests us most and where we can contribute most to the society. We have been blessed with an Oxford education and we should build our strengths and glorify God from there. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:32)

Celine Yeung (2001-2005)

My story is nothing special. I am now working as a research assistant at CUHK. Of course, as is often the case, the job title has nothing to the job nature. I’m just a secretary, having never done and will never do any research work in this department. I often feel frustrated because I can never really put my knowledge into good use. My story is not a good example. So my sharing is more about what my father has taught me than about my own story.

He told me: never think that only our spiritual life, e.g. devotion, church and fellowship life, concerns God. Rather, if we truly believe that He is our Creator, we should believe that our whole life belongs to Him. That will include our careers. Of course God will not suddenly appear in a vision and say to you “Thou shalt choose this career.” But there is something you can avoid: Do not enter a career only because someone tells you to, or only because everybody else is doing it. God did not call us to follow the crowd. This we have to be honest to ourselves. Do you choose a career simply because it’s the fashionable thing to do? Or simply because a person with a degree like yours is expected to choose it? Do not let other people’s voices cover God’s. He created us as different human beings. Each of us has his own unique calling. We just can’t all do the same things. 

And so you heard people say that you should follow your interests in choosing a career path. According to my father, this is not wrong, but it is not the whole point. As Christians, we believe that God has a unique plan for each of us. So a more important question is what is God’s calling, or “burden,” for you? God did not create you for nothing. Remember there is no aspect of your life which does not concern your Creator. So is there something you feel God wants you to do in His creation of you? It is true that finding the answer might be a life-long pursuit, but at least it is never too late to start asking. It is very possible that your calling coincides with your interests, actually it is often the case. Your calling is not necessarily going down a specific career path. But it tells you the nature of the work that is best for you, because it is what God intends you to do in His creation. 

Don’t be frustrated if you cannot identify God’s calling for you yet. The important thing is that you are willing to look for it. It’s possible that the first few jobs that you take up are not permanent and not satisfying. God is happy to use those temporary experiences to shape you so you will be more suited to do what He has in mind for you. 

I guess, therefore, your attitude is more important than what you actually do in your job. As Christians we are called to be different, not necessarily in exactly what job we take up at the end of the day, but in whether you are aware that the whole of you belongs to God and you therefore do not simply follow what the world does. 

Karen Kong (grad 2002)






Name: Au Yiu Bong

Engineering and Computing Science (1999-2003)

Unlike many people, when I was in my final year, I still had little idea what I wanted to become. Like most people I applied for different types of jobs. After failing some of the tests and interviews for some of the more prestigious firms. I ended up working for a local bank.   

I didn’t like the job much, because

1) I couldn’t learn much that I feel useful to me

2) Many of my University colleagues got into more respectable companies, like Goldman and HSBC. I felt I was so incompetent.

However, that job was actually not too bad, I met some nice people there, I had a great degree of flexibility to do what I wanted to in office and I had more time to study for my finance exam.  

After a year, I finally managed to move to a more well known financial company. My daily work involved a lot of tedious data entry, I hated it, but it actually helped me to become more patient.

Just a few months later, I moved to my current job, equity research with an I-bank. I like this job much better than the previous two. But, I guess just like any other job, there are things I like more and things I don’t like. I am still thinking if there is any job which I would enjoy more.

 Problems I had concerning career:

1) Don’t know what field to get into

2) Can’t get into a job which I wanted

3) Feeling like a loser comparing with other university colleagues

4) Time allocation having stared working

1) I think the earlier I can identify God’s calling on my career the better. However, I think it is ok for me to still be searching for it even at this stage. (3 years after graduation) I always like the example that Moses being called to lead the Israel to leave Egypt after being a prince and 40 years being a shepherd.

2) I applied for many jobs, some job rejected me without even giving me an interview, I got into the final round for many of them too. There were many reasons why I couldn’t land a career of my choice, some more practical reasons were my interview skill was poor, my personality didn’t fit the interviewers, etc. I also think that it was because God didn’t think that it would suitable for me to work for those companies. Sometimes, what I think was good for me might not be the same as what God thinks. What we should learn is to submit to God’s will. Also, I always think that God didn’t give me what I wanted wasn’t because He didn’t want to, but because I wasn’t ready for it. Just like Joseph would surely love to get out of jail everyday, but perhaps God wanted him to learn to be more patient or humble, that’s why God kept him in the jail for so long. So perhaps the quickest way to achievement is to learn to submit to God’s will.

3) I have always known that it is not good to compare, but it is really difficult to really not to do that. What I have been keeping in mind is that, what is important to God is not our career path, but is out personality, also, working in a big firm doesn’t mean the daily work itself is more meaningful.

4) Time allocation is really a challenge for me. On average, I spent about 12 hrs in office and I need to study for my finance exam also. I must admit that my time management is not that good. I have been spending too much time doing office work and studying. I don’t even go to Sunday service each week now. However, I think the key to time management is to prioritize the task properly. I have a bible in my office which I hope to read it over lunch time. I think there is always time for God everyday, like during travel. Just a short, simple prayer each day would be good. Also, God is with us all the time, what ever we do. We don’t’ just work for God in fellowship or church, if we spend more effort on our office work or caring our colleagues, it can set a good example to others, so that those non believers will see that Christians are more responsible or more loving.

Icarus (2003-2004)

Dear All/ Brother/Sister,

I am glad to share my two working experiences with God after leaving the university.

During the past two years, I worked in two different companies. My first full time job was to be a system analyst in (Sun Hang Group) Logistic Company which is a big company. In there, I found that some my working partners showed their ability in order to earn much money and seek a higher position. Therefore, I was also like them to prove my ability to my boss and manager just for building up a better career path. The worst thing was that I even started to hide my role of Christian. I had bad relationship with God at that time even though I always went to church and served my brothers and sisters. In fact, I was not eager and happy in my life. Later, some brother and sister suggested I should change my working environment. 

Luckily, a Japan company invited me to work there. I had prayed to the Lord for that job. However, I accepted the offer before getting the answer.  I just thought about my future. I think many people will admire me to get this job as I can work overseas (Japan), and get higher position and higher wages. I stayed in Japan and worked for about 6 months. I was under high pressure and overworked. I had faced many problems such as communication with Japanese, chasing new technology in a short time. In there, many colleagues in my company worked all the time. I could not get any support in my company and it is also difficult for me to find a church in Japan. Eventually, I got sick both in my health and psyche. At that moment, I understood that I can't endure without God and brothers and sisters. I just want to dwell in God's refuge! Finally I resigned. 

After coming back Hong Kong, I took a rest for my recovery. Few days later, there is a wonderful thing to discover for me. God lets me work in a small trading company which is owned by a sister. I am very happy and eager to work there. I can evangelize and learn many business skills in my present job. Although I do not earn much money and get higher position in my job, I’m satisfied and enjoy my life. Thanks God for blessing me all the time.

Best Regards,

Icarus
A little bit of sharing from Nicole, who studied D.Phil in Psychology at St. Anne’s from 2000-2003. Nicole graduated some 2 years ago and is now working as a Research Fellow in Clinical/Health Psychology at the Institute of Psychiatry. 
How did I experience God when I chose my career path?

I guess I’m one of the lucky few among my batch who didn’t have much difficulty choosing a career path. I have always wanted to be a Psychologist (ever since I was studying Form 4). I don’t exactly know why. It just is some kind of passion driven by a desire to know why people behave in the way they do and to help those who are depressed and distressed. Back then (about 12 years ago), psychology wasn’t as popular a subject as it is today. I guess to some extent I was also appealed by the fact that I would be able to do something off the mainstream.  
Did God tell me I should be a Psychologist? I don’t think so. I didn't become a practising Christian until I came studying at Oxford. Obviously, I didn't pray for it when I made up my mind. It is fair to say I chose to train as a psychologist largely based on my own interest, abilities and the opportunities available. I believe we are given a degree of freedom to choose how to use our talents for God's glory. Had I decided to become an AO, a management consultant, or a freelance writer, I trust God would still have blessed me and guided me as much as HE has now for me. What really matters, in my opinion, is how we use our time and gifts to serve HIM. Remember the parable of the ten minas (Luke 19:11-26)?
Was God involved in the shaping of my career? I believe God took care of all of my needs, including my career aspiration. Like many of you, I would pray for every minor or important career move. Sometimes my prayers were met with prompt response, but there were also times my prayers were met with months of silence!! (my last experience was a whole year of silence!) At those times, it is easiest for one to doubt God. “Where is HE?”, “Does HE care at all?”, “Why can't HE give me at least some direction where to go next?”. Several things I found very helpful when I found myself in those situations: (1) Try to understand that God has HIS own timing. HE is at work even if we don’t see that HE is. God isn't bound by our ‘deadlines’ and it is important that we don’t underestimate God’s ability to turn things round! If HE chooses to act and if it is HIS will to have things unfold in front of our eyes, things could happen in literally seconds. (2) Try to pray differently. Instead of waffling to God our wish list, try opening up ourselves and submit to HIS will. My experience tells me that whilst I may not get the things I pray for, God always provide the best I ever need. (3) Try to remember what God’s done for us in the past. Be grateful and we’ll naturally be more faithful and pick up our confidence in God. This is not a technique I invented, this is a technique used by many mature Christians and by biblical figures such as Moses (e.g., Deuteronomy 8:1-5), Samuel (e.g., 1 Samuel 12) and David (2 Samuel 7:18-29; 2 Samuel 22) etc. (4) Try to speak to our trusted Christian friends about questions bothering us. I personally received lots of encouragement just by listening to other people's stories. There is a lesson to learn in every situation.  

Finally, let me share with you a verse I keep coming back to when I find myself in adversity, losing sight of God’s divine mightiness. As a foreigner living in London, this verse speaks directly to my heart:

“I took you from the ends of the earth from its farthest corners I called you. I said, “You are my servant; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41: 9-10)
Be encouraged. I wish you all the very best in your search or development of a Christ-centred career.

Nicole

先介紹一下自己吧．　小弟一九九八年入讀牛津大學，在師兄的引領之下加入了團契．　畢業後到倫敦工作，一直呆到現在.．　為團契飲Dr Pepper籌款的Steve就是我．(詳見ID)

搵工篇　－　「難道天父給我的工作就是不停去找工作？」

因為我是EEMist，所以在大三的時侯要找一份半年的「暑期工」作為畢業論文的主題．　我和同科的嘴唇兄很快就發現我們的學校無能非常，要靠他們找工作是沒有指望了，唯有靠自己．　大家可能也知道一般的internship都是為期兩個月左右，加上當時市道不佳，長工尚缺，要自己找一份半年的placement又談何容易？　結果捱到了復活假期，Finals已經逼在眉睫，placement方面卻渺無音訊，除了徬徨之外，也是徬徨．　及後在一次祈禱會上，我和嘴兄大吐苦水，慨嘆身不逢時，上錯賊船，遇人不淑云云；眾弟兄姐妹深表同情，一起求耶穌引領．　幾天之後，我和嘴兄被同一間公司取錄了．

大半年後，惡夢重臨．　那時勞工市場一片死寂，公司紛紛裁員，就連我同居好友也逃不過被裁的命運．　當時我在做placement的公司苟延殘喘，和老細早已處於互不瞅睬的狀態，大家只是等聖誕之後合約完結，握手道別而矣（註：最後我既沒有道別也沒有握手，卻收到公司一封電郵，對其不予續約作出以下解說：１．你好懶　２．你成日唔番工　３．你番工o個陣成日唔見人　４．你見人o個陣大家都唔知你係度做緊乜．　
大家如有收到更尖酸刻薄的回絶信，煩請寄給小弟欣賞）十一月了．　因為種種理由，我實在不想回港，但小弟既非英國居民，又無人際脈絡，要哄得一間公司為我造工作證，難度很高．　然而當時我尚對自己有多少信心，自忖堂堂一個牛津一級榮譽生，總會有機會吧．

當然神也再給我考驗．　小弟搵工一直都很不順利，蝦碌頻頻．　首先，要找什麼工作我跟本毫無頭緒，最後在無可奈何之下，決定用漁翁戰術，但正因為漁翁得太濫，申請表（網上的）質素低劣，回音寥寥．　之後又發現只用CV的另一堆信統統寫錯，全軍覆沒．　好不容易弄到了幾個面試，亦表現不佳．　話說小弟筆試強，面試弱，早已料到有些面試必定成為炮灰，但也沒有想過會遇到以下這些情況：「仲有無報其他公司呀，下次見工記得講好o的喇」，「其實未夠鐘o既，不過不如大家早o的走啦」，「正，我終於都聽得明你講乜鬼野喇！」「咦，你係咪第一次做case study？」．．．．．．而因為缺乏練習，當我面對那些「如果大家由今日開始稱呼喬治布殊為George Bush而不是George W. Bush的話，到下次美國大選時全世界可以節省多少墨水」問題，更是瞠目結舌，猶如癡呆．

一直癡呆到三月．　那時大公司不屑聘請，小公司不願造証，肯請新人的公司都已經請好了人，未有請人的公司就繼續裁員倒閉，我還未燒焦的申請大多是中小企，偶爾收到電話通常也是半分鐘之內掛線（「喂呀邊個邊個，你報我地公司下嘛．．．你張CV都幾好，不過我地循例問下你駛唔駛Work Permit啫．．．噢，要呀？唔該你先，你等等消息啦」）．　可是我卻已經不太焦急（因為已經癡呆），內心也算頗為平靜，或許是覺得搵工一事已經不在我控制範圍以內，然而神一向對我照顧有加，且看看衪的安排吧．　祈完禱，交上了，倒頭便睡．　那時將近復活節，識逢姐姐出嫁，我便索性買機票回港渡復活假，對零星的回絕信和「半分鐘的電話」一笑置之，見到有新工招人也提不起勁報名．

買了機票後，又見到有公司在招聘．　當時已經不想再搵工，但見到只須履歷表而不用填水蛇春答問申請表，轉念一想：「一試又何妨」（如果大家不能夠體會“無工開但又唔想搵工”的心理狀況，請打開隨便幾間大行網頁，填好那些不知所謂的申請表，再重複以上動作二十遍）．　恰巧剛寄出申請就收到最後一份燒焦信，令這份申請變成「死剩種」．　

報完之後，連該間公司的名字也不太記得，但很快就收到電話請我去first round．　又不知怎的，見這份工期間有很多大大少少的阻滯：巴士趕不上，地鐵壞車，公司又找不到，找到又沒有人在；first round之後該公司挑了四人參加為期兩天的second round，我是四人之中學歷最低的（另外三人皆為劍橋碩士），那還算了，最要命的是second round那兩天我還身在香港．　由於公司只會聘請一人，又不會改變面試時間，而一張學生價的機票跟本不能改機位，我又不敢要求公司出錢買機票，要參加這次面試的話，我就要自掏腰包買多一張機票回倫敦．

作為貧苦學生的我（當時學費已經拖了兩年多，尚欠二萬多鎊．．嗚．．），為了一次面試而花上數千元，已是好生為難，加上另外三人皆非庸手，看來成功的把握不大，實在令我猶豫不決．　當時又是祈完禱，交上了，倒頭便睡．　醒來之後，隱約覺得這就是神為我安排的工作，好像突然回復了些少自信，況且我已經欠債廿多萬，再欠多數千元也沒有所謂吧．　

由於時間倉促，加上復活假期，機位都全滿了，最後好不容易弄到一張五千元的機票，卻是面試之前一晚才能到逹．　轉了兩程飛機，折騰了十多個小時，回到牛津已經是晚上十二點（還要等了一會才拿到房間），睡了不久又要起程往倫敦，幸好第一天只是見見人，吃兩頓飯，最難的部份全都在第二天．　第二天的精神好些，筆試一向沒有問題，連面試，presentation也有超水準發揮．　

或許應該這樣說，經過十一月以來的磨練，不經不覺間口齒伶俐了些，思路也清晰了些；想過了喬治布殊令世人消耗了多少墨水之後，面對九一一這些大路問題已經能夠對答如流了．　當天父安排我被人奚落之際，同時也令我漸漸拙壯成長，只是我一直對天父安排的道路懵然不知，繼續徬徨渾噩．　面試完了，我已經有八成把握，心情也非常平靜．　反正我當時覺得，這次也不行的話，大概是因為鍛鍊未成，又或者我注定要回香港工作吧．　兩天之後，我收到了Offer，以及那五千元的機票錢．

我最終可以達成心願留在英國．　之後學費也還清了，母親大人也過來看畢業禮，亦算了了她的心願．　分享到此．　小弟靈命不佳，對聖經認識並不深，我的故事亦不算精采，但希望這分享可以為大家帶來點點鼓勵．

後記　－　五年的等待

ID面世之時是二零零一年春．　那時侯我還有一年時間才畢業，所以即使多番呼叫「我要寫ID!!」依然搶D失敗．　當時心想，沒關係吧，我可以等．　哪知道一等就等了五年，才有機會再見到這本ID．　看著弟兄姐妹的點點分享，回味著在牛津的快樂時光，然而當年我想要在ID寫下什麼，早已經忘得一乾二淨；更諷刺的是，執筆之時，我正面對前所未有的信心危機．　

很感謝弟兄姐妹的鼓勵慰解，亦感謝Calvin找我為團契寫了這篇，讓我回憶起以前的經歷及對天父的信心．　（雖然這篇絶對是大離題，洋洋千字卻連自己的行業也未有提及）　有機會再寫寫工作篇與靈命危機，反正那篇還未有結局．　

引經據典我不行，剖析信仰我沒資格，但如果大家對找工作方面有問題或者想叫人看看履歷的話，可以找我，反正我現在是冗員一名．　(shug0972@hotmail.com)

昨晚我向天父禱告，求祂對我作出再一次的挽留．　交上了，嘗試不再去想，一切由天父帶領吧．

22 April 2006 Summary:

God’s Intended Nature of Work

· Work is in the creation of God

· God has a plan for everyone and he has prepared things for man to work on

· It is good to work, as work is a blessing from God.  Appreciate and give thanks for what we have now.
God’s Calling
· Accept Christ and be His children

· To have faith in Christ

· To trust His guidance

References: Genesis 2:15, Ephesians 4:1, Psalm 127:1

29 April 2006 Summary:
· Different gifts are give by God to everyone to: 

· Fulfil God's plan

· Serve God and one another

· Glorify God

· A Christ-centred path should be a God-seeking path with the eagerness for God to use all that He has given us.  Therefore, ask Him to reveal to you and use you
· Gifts complement

References: 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, James 1:17, Romans 12:5-6, Matthew 25:14-30
6 May 2006 Summary:

· Christians have the freedom to choose (because Christ has set us free) their own career path, as long as the nature of the work does not contradict biblical principles
· Serving God is not limited to Sundays, but in every aspect of life.  Serve one another in love.  
· Vocation is not for self-fulfilment but to fulfil God’s purpose. 

· A fundamental guiding principle: Matthew 22:37-40
· Things to consider when making decisions;

· Family, marriage

· Needs

· Gifts

· Opportunity and Limit

· PRAY!!!! 

Reference: Galatians 5:13



結  語

        上星期﹐當我去電香港已完成六次化療療程﹐剛接獲電腦素描報告的姐姐﹐得聞她並沒有照到任何腫瘤。雖然她的驗血報告並不理想﹐但因科技的限制﹐醫生說明凡少於 5 毫米的腫瘤是沒法看到的﹐加上﹐她所患的癌症確是難以根治的一種﹐再次復發的可能性也很高﹐故可能仍有一些癌細胞在體內。如果真的再次復發的話﹐可能會比上次頻密,如此﹐她在世健康的日子究竟會有多久﹐實在是未之之數......然而﹐我們實在感謝父神﹐祂聽了我們的禱告﹐讓初信的姐姐能夠在世上多一些年日﹐可以更多認識神﹐更深體驗神的恩典。那天﹐當我們一起作感恩禱告時﹐我也祈求父神﹐讓她能有智慧﹐知道前面的方向﹐懂得如何運用餘下的光陰﹐明白父神在她身上的計劃﹐好讓她在未來在世的日子﹐無論有多長久﹐無論是否會工作﹐都能夠明白神今天仍讓她存留在世上的目的﹐渡過一個有意義而豐盛的人。當然﹐作為基督徒﹐我知道在世上我們都只是過客﹐能早日回天家是‘好得無比’的﹐但是﹐作為妹﹐我真的捨不得她離開——實在是一個很好的姐姐﹐一個很孝順的女兒﹐她多年來辛勤工作﹐照顧雙親﹐默默地支持我﹐雖然近年已認識神﹐但在信仰上的經歷尚淺﹐對於神的使命和引導﹐仍須繼續尋求﹐那一番禱文﹐確實是我在這麼多個月來禱告所祈求的。其實﹐在這方面﹐不也是你和我的需要嗎﹖今天﹐神並沒有立即把已認識了祂的我和你接到天家﹐豈不也是要我們在世上完成祂所交付的使命嗎﹖我們今天仍存留在世上確實在是有神特定的心意和目的。

這個學期﹐我們思想‘以基督為中心的道路’﹕

兩週前﹐PIC 帶我們重溫神的呼召和應許。然而﹐當我們回應神的呼召﹐說我們相信祂時﹐其實﹐我們是‘相信’些什麼﹖當我們承認自己是受造之物﹐把生命的主權交還給祂﹐好像‘四律’或一些傳福音用的小冊子上所畫的一般﹐讓神居於我們心靈的寶座上﹐承認祂擁有絕對的主權時﹐究竟又是甚麼意思﹖在我們成為‘基督徒’之後﹐我們有否真正跟隨基督﹐傚法基督﹐以一生榮耀祂為我們人生的目標呢﹖

上週﹐我們思想到恩賜的問題。回顧往昔神的預備和帶領﹐認識到神的創造是有計劃﹐有目的的。我們都承認恩賜是來自神的﹐是聖靈隨祂的心意賜給我們﹐目的是讓我們能互相配搭彼此服侍﹐建立基督的身體。這方面﹐我們都相信個人的興趣和負擔會扮演一定的角色。然而﹐我們亦需要注意彼此‘配搭’和‘印證’的重要性。猶記數年前我當詩班指揮的日子﹐ (那時﹐我們仍有試音的規定﹐) 有一次﹐一位弟兄申請參加詩班﹐他確實是對唱歌十分有興趣﹐也實在有負擔在聖樂上事奉神﹐可是,當他試音時卻明顯是‘走音’的, 而且﹐他所高唱的根本與樂譜完全不同﹗相信大家都有聽別人唱卡拉OK的經驗﹐這個不用我多言﹐唱的人不都是很陶醉吧﹗可是﹐參與詩班的事奉卻不單是自己‘陶醉’和有沒有‘負擔’而已。因此﹐恩賜可以是相對的﹐我們不要單看自己。在座中許多弟兄姐妹都有很多不同的恩賜﹐要建立基督的身體﹐需要謙卑和客觀﹐‘配搭’和‘印證’ 都很重要﹗

此外﹐當我們談到忠心的問題時﹐除了認識自己的恩賜以外﹐很自然地﹐大家都提出一個問題﹐就是我們怎樣知道神的心意。我相信神啟示給你和我的方法不一定是相同的﹐但有一點是可以肯定的﹐就是祂是創造你我的神﹐一定知道用哪個方法告訴你﹐讓你明白和跟從。祂既然創造了你﹐又為你安排了人生的大計﹐怎會把它隱藏﹐不告訴你﹐令你不知何去何從呢﹖問題是﹕當我們說要尋求神的心意時﹐我們是否有一顆願意跟從的心﹖倘若我們還未預備好﹐或者是好像約拿起初一樣﹐早已立定心意﹐若神所告訴你的跟你的計劃不同﹐你仍是選擇走自己的道路﹐不打算順服跟隨的話﹐那麼﹐就不求問也吧﹗或許﹐我們該先問問自己﹐究竟我們認為自己聰明還是神聰明呢﹖希望靠自己﹐走自己想走的路﹐還是信靠神隨從祂的心意和計劃呢﹖如果﹐我們仍是三心兩意的話﹐也難免要多等一會了﹗

雖然﹐我還有許多未盡的話﹐但基於時間的關係﹐相信一些實際的建議會對大家有幫助﹕

        第一﹐在聖經上下功夫﹐讓它滲透我們的一切思想行動。倘若你想明白神的心意﹐計劃和安排﹐就要多多操練﹐不要等到要作一些重要的決定時才尋求祂。平日跟祂有默契﹐自然容易了解祂的心意。同一位默示聖經的靈的引導絕不會跟祂的話語相抵觸的。

        第二﹐今天晚上抽點時間﹐反省自己的屬靈境況﹐思想你究竟有多‘信’祂﹐有多‘屬’祂 。在神面前立志﹐把你未來的工作﹐特別是第一份的工作交託給祂。(若有需要﹐請先重新決志跟從神。)

        第三﹐找兩三位屬靈友伴一起禱告﹐繼續為前面的方向禱告。(但宜當心﹐避免有 conflict of interests。)

        第四﹐踏進工作世界後﹐繼續積極參與屬靈的群體﹐例如﹕參與同業團契或成立工作場所內的細胞小組。不要忘記找一位屬靈導師﹐一位能夠坦白開放﹐與你分享他/她過往經歷和掙扎的——別人的經驗也可成為你的借鑒。

        最後﹐常存一顆單純清潔的心﹐保持警醒開放的態度﹐經常檢討和反省﹐隨時預備﹐勇於改變﹐走錯了﹐認罪﹐重回祂的懷抱。相信祂能使咒詛變為祝福。要有大志﹐願意為神做大事﹗

        要謹記﹐神應許我們作出回應﹐就會成為祂的兒女﹐會得自由﹐會有一個豐盛的人生。因此﹐祂不會讓我們獨自行走人生的窄路﹐祂應許與我們同行﹐並供應我們一切的需要﹐不但如此﹐主耶穌更曾來到這個世界﹐經歷人世間的一切疾苦﹐為我們留下榜樣﹐讓我們可以跟隨祂的腳蹤行﹐現在﹐又有聖靈作引導﹐為我們代求。未來三週﹐我們還會繼續看祂在地上為我們所預備的友伴。有短暫的﹐也有終生的。你是否願意盡忠﹖好像耶穌一樣﹐以‘作成祂的工’為你人生的目標和方向呢﹖深信厚賜你多樣恩賜的神﹐不會把一樣好處留下不給你的。無論前路是否難行﹐祂已應許這是一場勝利的仗。深願我們都能竭力盡忠﹐以榮耀神為人生各個抉擇的指標。

靜儀 互勉

零六年初夏
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A Christ-Centred Path �a collection of sharing 


from past members





Featuring: 


Anissa, Jennifer, Ceilne, Bong, Karen, �Nicole, Icarus & Steve
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你要專心仰賴耶和華，不可倚靠自己的聰明，


在你一切所行的事上都要認定他，他必指引你的路。


箴言 3:5-6
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