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November 21, 2007








There will be homeowner’s meeting concerning the proposed widening of 16th Avenue and development of Observatory Hill lands.  This meeting will be held at Elvis Stojko Arena on Wednesday December 5th at 7:30 pm.


Join your neighbors in understanding how these changes will impact you.


























**** Please turn over for more information ****








�
Help Stop the Widening of 16th Avenue to 6-7 Lanes


And Development of Observatory Park Land





Background


A meeting is being organized by the Observatory Hill Homeowner’s Association for December xx, 2007 at 7:30pm to provide you with information about two issues impacting our neighborhood: 1) Proposed widening of 16th Avenue from Yonge Street to Markham Road commencing in 2009 and 2) Potential development of Observatory Hill park land.  As homeowners of the Observatory Hill community, we must join together to stop these proposals that concern us.  There will be two petitions at the meeting for those wishing to oppose one or both of these issues. 





Widening of 16th Avenue


All residents near 16th Avenue need to understand that York Region is moving rapidly towards a final decision to expand 16th Avenue to 6-7 lanes in the Markham and Richmond Hill. Creating a 6-7 lane regional highway through an established residential community is almost unprecedented. It will have major impacts on quiet enjoyment of our homes and community, public health and safety, on the environment and on some property values.   


Detailed information on this project can be found on the York Region website at: www.york.ca under News and Information Heading, click on the 16th Avenue Roads EA link.  At past public meetings there was strong opposition to the proposed road expansion; however, there has been no change to the plans to widen 16th Avenue. 





Key concerns:


Creating a 6-7 lane highway in the centre of our established, residential community


Negative impact on our quality of life, including extra air, noise and light pollution leading to health impacts, loss of trees and extra salt damage.    


Health and safety of children attending 16th Avenue Public School, daycares, Montessori school, Elvis Stojko Arena and of seniors living in the retirement home.  Safety of pedestrian traffic. 


Worsening of speeding and aggressive driving that happens every day on 16th Avenue once it is expanded to 6-7 lanes  


Increased traffic congestion as new traffic accesses this 6-7 lane highway


Lack of consideration on the part of York Region, Richmond Hill and Markham at considering alternatives 





Development of David Dunlap Observatory Hill land, Richmond Hill


As you may know, University of Toronto has made a decision to sell the David Dunlap Observatory land that covers 180 acres of forest, heritage-designated observatory buildings, grassland and wildlife.  Many residents in our community oppose any commercial or residential development on these lands and are seeking to preserve the Observatory lands for the enjoyment of the local community. 


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Join your neighbors in understanding how these two issues will affect you.  Come to the meeting to learn more and sign the petitions to get your voice heard.   If you cannot attend the meeting in person but wish to oppose one or both of the above issues, you can sign below and return it to Maureen Essig at 43 Gordon Rowe Cres.  





We, the undersigned oppose the widening of 16th Avenue, Richmond Hill


SIGNATURE�
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We, the undersigned oppose any residential or commercial development of Observatory land


SIGNATURE�
NAME�
ADDRESS�
PHONE #�
EMAIL�
DATE�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



For more information, please view our website at http://www.geocities.com/observatory_hill/  


Please phone or write to your Ward Councilors, Regional Councilors and Mayor, and forcefully let them know your opposition to these issues. 


Please talk to your neighbours and make them aware of the urgency of these issues.  





