How to Make a Silverware Wind Chime 

Whispers of the wind can be transformed into music for your porch or patio with a wind chime. All you'll need is a few pieces of salvaged silverware plus some simple tools and supplies.

Getting Ready

Steps:

1. Choose the silverware you want to use. Six to eight pieces of old silver plate should do it.

2. Shop flea markets and secondhand stores for single pieces.

3. Make certain the silverware pieces are both appealing to the eye and produce a pleasant, tinkling sound when struck lightly together.

4. Choose a mounting plate, perhaps something exotic - an old silver-plate serving dish from a flea market, for example.

5. Choose the mounting plate for diameter and weight. It shouldn’t be so heavy that it will overburden the chime. Choose a diameter small enough that the chimes will strike with a light breeze.

6. Decide whether you intend to hang the chime where it's exposed to the weather or in a sheltered area.

7. Select weather-resistant materials if you intend to hang the chime outdoors. If the chime is to hang on a covered patio, you can use a less durable material to tie off the pieces.

8. Find a flat surface and temporarily lay out your silver chime.  You'll want the pieces - the chimes - to hang at different lengths.

Making the Chime

Steps:

9. Collect the hardware you'll need - monofilament line, some very light stainless-steel link chain, four small "S"-shaped stainless hooks, and one larger "S"-shaped stainless hook.

10. Mark points to drill four holes equally spaced every 90 degrees around the mounting plate's circumference.

11. Give your drill bit a place to bite by using a punch first at your marked points.

12. Drill the four holes in the mounting plate from which the chimes will dangle.

13. Clip off four equal pieces of light stainless-steel chain, perhaps 6 inches long. The pieces will angle upward from the edge of the plate to a central point and should be long enough to allow the chime to move freely.

14. Use the "S" hooks to attach the chain pieces to the mounting plate, with the four smaller ones at the plate edges leading to the larger "S" hook.

15. Assemble the wind chime temporarily - tie four of the silver-plate utensils at different lengths and use the four drilled holes on the plate as attaching points.

16. Check for balance. You want the mounting plate to hang level.

17. Adjust the chain lengths as necessary.

18. Add the four chimes by loosely tying off the silverware pieces with different lengths of monofilament line.

19. Judge where you'll want to add the remaining pieces of silverware. Hang the pieces opposite one another if the mounting plate is circular.

20. Achieve balance by hanging silverware of different weights at different lengths from the plate.

21. Drill the necessary holes.

22. Hang the additional pieces, also tying them loosely.

23. Experiment for sound and balance by changing both the point where the line is tied to the silverware piece and the arrangement of the hanging pieces.

24. Tie the monofilament lines securely, trim the knots, and secure each with a dab of super-glue.

25. Hang the chime - and enjoy!

Tips:

Substitute decorative craft wire or light chain for monofilament line for a different look. Select wire or chain in a weight to assure durability, but light enough not to dominate the appearance of the chime.

Let your imagination run free in selecting a mounting plate.  There are probably dozens of items at your local flea market that would work - and offer a unique look.

Warnings:

A silverware wind chime will not need a dangling striker, but the silver pieces must be mounted closely enough together to touch in a light breeze.

Be patient. Balancing a wind chime is a matter of trial and error.

Wind chime construction is a good family project. Exercise care when young folks are handling tools.

All wind chimes need attention. Any object subject to winds will wear. Check your chime regularly, especially any line, chain or wire connecting the parts.

How to Make a Shell Wind Chime

A wind chime will display shells from your collection and become an attractive ornament for your garden or deck.

Here's How:

1. Choose light, thin shells for a delicate sound or heavy shells for a deep sound.

2. When possible, select shells that have a natural hole on the top.

3. Lay out the shells in a design.

4. Choose a wooden dowel, a piece of driftwood, another large shell or weathered board to serve as the base.

5. Purchase transparent fishing line, waxed linen cord or heavy string from which to dangle the shells.

6. Cut the line or cord into lengths at least four inches longer than your design requires to have excess to tie knots.

7. Using a small craft drill, power drill with a very small bit or ratchet screwdriver, drill a hole in the tops of shells that do not have a natural one.

8. Slide the first shell to the bottom of one of the lengths of fishing line or cord; tie multiple knots until the knot is larger than the hole in the shell.

9. Slide the second shell down the string as far above the first one as your design requires; tie multiple knots; save string at the top to attach to the base.

10. Make as many strings of shells as your design requires.

11. Drill holes in the base from which your shells will hang so that a string of shells will barely touch the shells on the next string.

12. Attach the stringed shells to the base by slipping the excess string you've saved at the top into the holes you've drilled in the base; tie multiple knots until the knot is larger than the hole.

13. To make a hanger, drill a hole on either end of the base; or drill one hole in the middle.

14. Run a cord through the holes, knot the ends to keep the string from slipping through.

15. Hang your wind chime and wait for a breeze.

Tips:

1. With fishing line use a wrap knot or it won't hold: put the line through the shell hole from back to front; bring the free end around behind the vertical line and slip it down through the resulting circle, pulling the knot tight.

2. Have on hand more shells than your design requires since many may break during drilling.

3. A ratchet screwdriver makes drilling easy and children can use it safely; it does not work well on thick shells.

